
U«S» official seas special Gulf tax 


Honda (R) — The bead of tbe VS. Senate Budact 
Committee called Ssturday for Ptcridciit George 

to finance war to tbc GnM if fighting break* out. “If the sma^ 

deteiteara, if we get mto a fdn-blowB war in dbe Mkktle East, I think h b 

to be mcumbeac on fixe presidcat perb^to oroixice fiome ivoe of 

sunax or soiTC other qrpe of measure to pay for the war,” said the budaet 

committee ^ainnan, Janies Sasser, a Democrat. “We simply 
ooptmoe to oonow to finance a war to protect the oH supply for our 
m ^ ai^ Western Europe,” Sasser told lepotteis after 

ad*e^ ae SecuiTOtt Indnstiy Aai^^ 

Vgnc take tbc rDTQi of a ienponry iocdme surdmraca sudi as tbe 10 per 

cenMevy impos^ in 1969 to finance the \^etBam war, Sasser saaL Sasw 

noted U.S. allies b&ve fai fc d to provide sobstaodal fot ibe 

jnfliaiy preseocB in SaatU Arabia. 





t Arab potiticai daiiy 



ress Foundation 


Syria ready to deploy more troops 

ABU DHABI (AP) — Syrian Defence Minister Mustafa Has says 
Damascos k rea^ to send more troops to the Gulf to help confront Iraq, 
the state-owned Al Ittihad daDy reported Saturday. ~Oixr forces in Saudi 
Arabia and the United Arab Emfrates (UAE) are to defend these two 
countries and we are ready to increase their number to half a million if 
requested” by King Fabd of Saudi Arabia and ^hrilch Zayed, piresdent of 
Che UAE, be said. Syria’s armed fMoes total some 4Q0J)0Qoca, with about 
the same nomber of reserves. But tbc flamboyant TIas’ meotica cf 
deploying as many as 500,000 men was seen as a means of emphasising 
Syria’s commitment to the U.S.4ed multioational force in the Gulf rather 
tbaa a {ried^ to send virtualiy half of Syria’s military manpower us the 
regioo. Syria k a bitter rival of Iraq. But it has some 40.000 troops to 
L^aoon and several divisions on Iraq's nonheni border. It is also 
unlikely to strip its defeaoes against Zaael to bolster a force that by 
mid-Januaiy will total in excess of SS0.000 persotinei. 
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50th American 
casualty in S. Arabia 

SAUDI ARABIA (AF) An 
au inan whb the U.S. air force 4di 
tacti ca l wing’s dvfl engineer- 
squadron was killed Satniday 
in a vehicte aocidmt, military 
o ffic ials said. The aoddeac ocenr- 
red at S:40 a.m. at an mr base in 
SandS Arabia, and the air force is 
mvcstigatmg. He was the 50th 
U.S. servioeinan to sinoe the 
deployment b^^. Of those, two 
were from nati^ causes and one 
was a siiidcfe, 

Sudan to use 
conscripts 
against rebels 

KHARTOUM (R) — All 
Sudanese aged between 16 and 70 
are to be coosexipted into a nnfi- 
tia fighting sonfixem rebels, an 
official new^xaper said Satur^y. 
Al Hadefii new^p^xer qnot^ 
Brigadier Babiker Abdul 
Mahmoud, oommander of the 
Popular Defence Forces, as 
saying the cafi-up would take 
place over five years. It gave do 
other details. The mil&s was 
fonned a year ago to help the 
regular army figjht the Sudan Peo- 
ple’s LiberatiOD Axtay (SPLA), 
s^iicfa has been baffiing ^ce 
1983 for more autonomy for 
southern r^ons. 

Bush ‘trial’ In 
Algiers called off 

ALGIERS (R) — Lawyers orga- 
nising a nxo^ trial of U.S. Pr^ 
dent George Bush over the Gnlf 
crisis canodled the evrat Satur- 
day after oiticxsm from file Alge- 
rian government. Afi Ammar 
Laonar, president of a pcep a r a r 
tozy committee, said the govern- 
ment had m effect banned'-the 
event by denouncing xt on Friday 
as uUecfeiegcq in the ooi^^ry’s 
ibrdgn poficy. 

Seven Iraqis 
executed in Kuwait 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iraqi author- 
ities have hang^ seven Iraxps in 
Kuwait ftxr bnxglaxy and other 
crimes, Baghfiad’s Ai Jomixui^ 
daily rqxosted Saturday. Six of 
the men had been convicted by a 
civilian criminal court of stealing 
from several pxennses in Kuwait 
Qty, the newspaper said. The 
sevmxtta, a goldsmith, was con- 
vict^ erf btq^g a ”Iax^ quantity 
(rf jeweDeiy” fiira the thieves, thq 
daily said. It reported that fixe 
viefims of file burglaries witnes- 
sed fi» executions. 

Somali minister 
arrives In Cairo 

CAIRO (AP) — Somali Fcxreign 
Nfinister Ahmad Mohammad 
Aden arrived Saturday in Caiio 
vriiere he will meet his Egyptian 
counterpart Esmat Abdul 
Megnxd to dxsenss peace talks on 
Somalia to be held here later this 
month: The govemment-ruxi 
Middle East News Agency 
(M^A) said Aden’s visit to 
Egypt came in response to Abdul 
MepxkTs isvitalion. It said he 
win stay here a few days but <fid 
not spedfy when the two mims- 
teis win meet. Cairo wOl host 
Somali goveniment and rebel 
rqxresentatives on Dec. 11 and 12 
in miint aimed at eo^ng the ii^ 
sorgen^ and vkrience in that 
country. Italy, Scmialia’s foimer 
colonial ruler, wfll ai-w attend the 
peace talks. But the Somali 
Natkxnal Movement said neither 

it nor two other majtn* rebel 
^oops planned to attend wfaat it 
described as a “bogus meeting.” 

Mozambique, rebels 
reach partial truce 

ROME (AP) — Hie Mozambi- 
que government and file Renamo 
rebel groop Saturday reached a 
partial ceasefire agreement udnefa 
will be momtoied by ooun- 
tries, indnding the Uzn^ States 
and the Soviet Union. The 
acooid, signed in Rome after a 
mediatioa effort by Italy and a 

Roman Catholic diarity oigani^ 
fion, would lead to fixe grouping 
of an estiniated 30,000 Zmbabwe 

troops, who are assistuig the 
Moamitiqne goveniment; into 
two oom^rs in the Bmra and 
Limpopo River area. The agree- 
ment provides Ah' the 
nation momtoziDg continittBCq 
Mozambique, the Renamo 
ad^A Italy to meet azonod mid- 
December in Rome ro coOFC&n^ 
efforts to tai the 15-year-old dvil 


Iraq accepts U.S. call 

for talks, says Palestine 
issue should be included 


Crown Prince extends, cautious welcome 
to U . S . move to open contacts with Iraq 


THE IRAQI government Satur- 
day welcomed talks to resolve the 
ezisis, but urged UjS. Ptesi- 
deuC Geo^ Bush to accept a 
“serious and de^ dialogue” that 
win mdode the ^esfinain ques- 
tion, the &aqi News Agen^ 
(INA) reported. 

The Rmlntionary Command 
Council chaired by President Sad- 
dam Hnssrin iss^d a statement 
that was receptive but waiy in 
peqxon se to Bush's ofier, the 
news agency said. 

“Palestine and the other ooco- 
pted Arab territories remain be- 
frxre our eyes and at the forefront 
of fixe issues that we wQ! 
in any dialogue,” the statement 
said (see ftiB text on page 4) 

Eazlier Saturday, tbonsands of 
Iraqis chanting “DMth to Bush” 
marched in government- 
on^estrated protests in Baghdad 
and other dties. 

Iraq’s poli^ wQl “be as it has 
always b^, oondnefing a serious 
and deep dialogue and not hold- 
ing infixrmal meeting as Amer- 
ica’s president has wanted,” said 
the council statement. 

U.S. Charge d* Affaires Joe 
Raison had a brief meeting on 
Satnrday evening wifii Foreign 
NGnistty Under Secietaiy Nizar 
Hamdoun, official sources said. 

A U.S. embas^ ^xokesman 

would c onfirm only thm Wilsou 
bad met a senior Ir^ official and 
^ PO- ^ 

meeting woiild be reieased in 
Wasbin^n. 

Honrs after winning U.N. au- 
thorisation to go to war. Bosh on 
Friday offered to send Secretary 
of State James Baker to B^xdad 
and invited Iraqi Foreign K£ms- 
ter Tazeq Aziz to Was^gnm in 


Bush dedared be was ready “to 
go the extra mile for peace.” (see 

The Revolutionaiy Command 
Council annoimoed its acceptance 
in a statement harshly critical of 
Bush, whom it described as “the 
enrany of God.” It said it warned 
serious dialogue guided by Iraq’s 
Aug. 12 xnitiatrve. 

Baghdad said then the Gulf 
crifis must be solveii in tandem 
with other Middle East issues, 
especially the Arab-Israeii con- 
flict. It made no mention of with- 
drawing from Kuwait. 

Western leaders refuse to Knk 
the issues but say a resolution of 
tbcGulf crisis ooold dear fixe way 
for a Palestinian settlement. 

Bnsh made his offer hours after 
the U.N. Secoiity Council voted 
by 12 votes to two, with China 
abstaining, to authorise force to 
drive Ir^ out of Kuwait if h 
refused to withdraw by January 
15. 

Bush insisted Baker’s visit 
would be aimed only at spellmg 
out the consequences of refrxsiixg 
to comply with the U.N. resoln- 
tioD and would not be “a trip of 
conoesaon.” 

But he disclosed that Iraq bad 
on Friday started resupplying the 
besieged U.S. embassy in 
Kuwait “Let’s try to be optxmis- 
fic. This could be a positive sign,” 
he said. 

On Satnrday, the Bush admi- 
nistration was weighing its next 
in light, of Baj^idad’s deci- 
sion to accept the invitation. 

The Iraqi statement said exact 
dates and arrangements for the 
visits of Baker to Ba^idad and 
Aziz to Washington wonld be 
agreed when an offidal invitation 
reached Bag^idad. 

Interviewed on a U.S. televi- 


sion progzamme, Vke-Prcsideni 
Dan Quayle made it dear that tbc 
U.S. position had not dianged, 
saying on Saturday, “there is no 
linkage.” 

The abrupt turnaround by 
Bosh in seeking the talks was 
generally greeted with a sigh of 
relief in Congress and from critics 
at home and abroad. 

House of Representatives 
Democratic leader Richard 
Gephardt, wbo previously bad 
sniped at Bush’s apparent open- 
ness to the nse of force in the 
Gulf, Friday called the offer 
sound and said Iraq should learn 
from it that Americans were “un- 
ited in our determination to see 
him end his oocopation of Kuwait 
forthwith.” 

“I welcme the president’s 
peace initiative,” said Senator 
Edward Kennedy, a Democrat on 
the Armed Services Committee 
wbidi last week held bearings 
that fielded a saocesson of wit- 
nesses critical of Bush’s Golf poli- 
cy. 

The exaa timing for asy visits 
have not yet been completed. 
Bush said he hoped Saddam 
would meet Baker “at a mutually 
convenient time” between Dec. 
15 and Jan. 15. He inrited Aziz to 
Washington for consultations 
during the week of Dec. 10. 


Former U.S. Seaeouy (rf State 
Zle33iy Kk^ger said in a*televi- 
rion interview he believed Bush’s 
decision to send Baker to Iraq 
ocxnld jeexpazdire an Iraqi with- 
drawal from Kuwait. 

“I have not been this worried 
in decades as Z am tonight,” said 
Kissinger, who served as secret- 
ary of state under Presidents 

(Oxntinued on page 5) 


Bush offer to Iraq draws 
wide international support 


Combined agency dispatdxes 

U.S. PRESIDENT George Bnsh’s 
offer to open (firecx talks with Iraq 
over the Gulf crisis has drawn wide 
iotenaational welcome, indtxding 
memben of the AmezioBii-led and- 
fraq yiWntm^ and countries which are 
seen sympathetic to (he Iraqi cause. 

Bosh nekphoaed Sandi Arabia’s 
inng Fahd aixd Kuwait’s exiled niler 
Sheakb Jabet Al Ahmad Al Sabah 
Friday night to the Golf erkis, 
the Sanefi Press Agency reported. 

The idephoDe diplom^ took 
place after Bush torited Iraqi Forrign 
frfinkter Taceq Aziz to Washiogcoo 
for talks on fixe Gulf crisis. He ako 
'oSezed to send Secretary of State 
James Baker to Baghdad- 

Tlie SawS agency said in a separate 
rqxcxirt that Ki^ Fahd ako reorived a 
cafi from Egyptian leader Hosoi 
Mubarak, a key ally to the anti-Iraq 


Saadi Azatxan and Kuwaiti oCBetok 
mi d Fii^ that they wricomed the 


offer Bush to meet with Iraqi 
offidak, but stressed that they are 
ready te war. 

“It’s either beads or tads. Eidier 
withdraw e o n q detdy (XT be kicked out 
of Kuwah,” Mohammad Khayat, 
an official with the Saudi ArabiaD 
Miuktiy of Infonnaiioo. 

Hasan Abdul Aziz, a professor at 
Kuwait Umvez^ and a vtxhmteer in 
the Kowaiii infonnatioa office to 
Saudi Arabia, said be doubted 
whether ihplomaf^ would work.. 

Egypt's Minister of State for Fcxre- 
ign Affeus Boutros Chali said that 
Egypt welcomed the oSbr as it gave 
priority to a peaoehd setdement. 

The Pdestine Liberarion Organisa- 
tion (PLO) welocxined the Bosh offer 
and said it could be a nircing point to 
the hktoty of tin bfiddle East. 

—The U.S. preridenf s deckkxn k a 
Wfp to fixe zi^t efireetiexa.” PLO 
^xxkesman Yasser Abed Rabbo said 
in Tunk. 

“We b(^ the agenda for efialog n e 
win include an repooal ksoes, indud- 
tog rapid bolding of an inteiiiatkxiia] 


peace oonfercDoe and interuadooal 
protection for our people under 
(kraefa') oooqxaxioQ,” be sakL 
In Khartoum, a government 
spokesman said Sodan^ odlitazy 
ziiler Omar AI Basbir welcomed 
Bash’s caU for negotiations as a step 
to the right dire^on. 

Al Sadefiq Bakheit. Bashir’s press 
advkcxr, told a news ocxofetenoe: 
“We hope that wkdom mil reign 
and ifaatan wQl ocxme back to reason 
as the new U.S. initiative, if it is 
genuine, constitutes a retuni to ooo- 
sdousness of the horrible hazards of a 
war b e tw ee n Iraq and the foreign 
troops amasrod to the bfiddle East.” 
Id London, the Foretgn Office 
ksitod a statement saytog it welcomed 
“anything that would secure toll im- 
plementation of the Security Council 
resoIotioDs” that call for Iraq to 
vacate Kuwait. 

“As President Bush himself has 
said, DOthtog less than a oonq>lete 
Iraqi withdrawal would be tolerated,** 

(Confinued on page 4) 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Amer- of sovereign, is very, very wor- 
ican move to establish dfrect coo- lying,” the Crown I^ce sai(j in 
tact with Iraq over the Golf crisis an interview with Britain’s World 
is a welcome development asking Telerision News fWTN). “Unless 
as its ultimate goal is to address polhical and diploniatic action is 
the basic roots of the conflict and taken soon, it will be very diffi- 
te^onal peace and 001 a tactic to ctxit to retrace the oiigina] thread 
gain time. His Royal Highness of argument, particnlarly with the 
I Crown Prinoe Hassan said Satur- changes taking place in the oocu- 
day. pied territories so swiftly and of 


In two television interviews, 
the Crown Prince also underlined 
the need for urgent political and 
diplomatic actitxn to address the 
Priestinian problem, particularly 
in light of recent sratemeots by 
Israeli Prime Vfinister Yitzhak 
Shamir that Israel would keep the 
(Xccupied Arab territOTies for 
Jewish immigranTS. 

“The bhzenxess today, particu- 
larly the polarisation of religious 
extremes which seem to be 
almost taking <xver from a conflict 


of sovereign, is very, very wor- under the umbrella of the Arab initiating discussions with the ira- j 
lyi^,” the Crown I^ce said in League. “Paragraph 3 (xf Resohi- qi foreign minister and coires-j 
an interview with Britain’s World tion 660 has to be fully xm- pondingly a visit by the secretary | 
Telerision News fWTN). “Unless plemented,” he said. ai state to Bagb^d and again'! 

polhical and diploniatic action is The Crown Prinoe voiced b(xpe moved 300 airtrafr, and 200,000' 
taken soon, it will be very diffi- that the latest American initia- mxxps would be in position by the | 
cnit to retrace the oiigina] thread five, proposed by President end of January,” be pointed out. I 
of argument, particularly with fixe Geor^Busb Friday, would offer “Let us hope that this is not ai 
changes taking place in fixe oocu- the (xpportnniiy for both the tactic; that it is really a strategiej 
pied territories so swiftly and of U.S. and Iraq to move towards investment in peace not only be- ' 
course the question of further resolving the Gulf crisis without tween Iraq and Kuwait but also in < 
migration into the occupied terri- losing £^. the Gulf region as a whole.” ■’ 

lories which Mi. Shamir touched At the same time, he also In his comments to IaTN onj 
on in his last remarks.” he said, expressed hope that the Amer- fixe same subject, the Crown; 

The Gulf crisis was the focal ican mtxve was not a tactic aimed Prince said the American move. I 
theme in an interview Cable at gaining time for U.S. troops to in principle, represented what 
News Network (CNN) had with complete their deployment in Jordan had always called for. 
fixe Crown Prince- In the inter- Santii Arabia and elsewhere in Whfle be said be did not know 
riew, the Crown Prince pointed fixe Gulf. “Both parties, (xver the sriiefoer J(xrdan tiad any direct or! 
out that one of the essential past few weeks, have made state- indirect role in producing such an | 
oomponents of Security Council meats... Iraq made statements initiative, “cenainiy indirectly ii| 
Resolution 660 is a callfor direct about fixe release of hostages and is an indication of everything that | 
negotiations between. _lraq and moved trexops. President Bush ^ - I 

Kuwait to settle their 'conflict yesterday macks a statement of (Contoued on page a) j 


is an indication of everything thatj 
(Conlinucd on page 3) ! 


Jordan 


Israeli soldiers kill I Bush seen 


welcomes Palestinian woman 


Iraqi 

acceptance 
of U.S. call 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Foreign 
Ministry Saturday welcomed 
Iraq’s acceptance of the United 
States initiative to open a dia-' 
l(xgue over the Gulf crisis. 

A ministry spokesman said that 
the Iraqi decision was in harmony 
with the Iraqi leadership’s repe- 
ated calls for (fialogue among the 
ooDoerned parties to avoid dwger 
and military confrontation. 

The spokesman said that the 
new developments could pave the 
ground for an (xppormne climate 
that will be oondndve to reaching 
permanent peace in the Middle 
East whidi ladts stability and 
security at the m(xnent. 

The ^xokesznan, quoted by the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, ex- 
pressed hope that the dialogue 
between Baghdad and Washing- 
ton would mark a txxos: for 
peace-loving people and a set 
back for all those voices which 
call for fixe use of force. 

Earlier, fixe government wel- 
eexmed the im'tiative by U.S. Pres- 
ident George Bush to neg(xtiate 
with Iraqi officials a setfiement to 
the Gulf crisis. 

“We welcome Mr. Bush’s in- 
itiative.” Foreign Minister Mar- 
wan Ai Qasem said. “This deci- 
sion ccxmpiies with Jordan’s prop- 
osal calling for dialogne to end 
the Gulf crisis.” 

Speaking to the Associated 
Press in a telephone interview. 
Qasem said: Through dialtxgue, 
there is an opponmity for fixe 
whole world to get acquainted 
with the causes of fixe crisis.” 
Qasem was commenting on 
Bush’s annomxcement Friday that 
be will dispatefa Secretary of State 
James Baker to Bagdad to dis- 
cuss an end to Iraq’s Aug. 2 
invasion of Kuwait. 

Bush also invited Iraqi Foreign 

(CoDtiiiiied' on page 2) 


Chad government said to have fled 


PARIS (Agencies) — Fkanoe 
ordered its 1,250 civilzan oatitxii- 

bIs in Chad to prepare to evacu- 
ate, amid unconfirmed reports 
Satnid^ that file government 
had fled fixe capital ahead of a 
rebel advance. 

The Libyan news agency 
JANA said Presdent Hhsene 
Ifobre left N’djamcna ^zi<^ 
night and rebels entered the city 
on Saturday. 

But Chad’s ambassador to 
Cairo' said Habre had left 
N^djamena widi loyal ftnees to 
Kberate an eas t ern town captured 
by rebels. 

"President Habre Idt the c^- 
al to go and fi ght the rebels. He 
did not flee,** Abdul Kader 
Adam told Reuters. 

He Halne was heading for 

file town of Abeche in eastern 
Chad, about 800 kilometre from 
the capital, with as nndisdosed 
munber Of kqrad troops. The reibd 

c^pbue of Abecfae was repotted 
Friday. 

Adam denied the JANA report 
fixtf r^xd ibzoes had entered fixe 
rajwfal and stTcssed that Habre 
Jed a siinilar r»mprign in 1983 to 


Kberate Abecfae. 

He said oommnnications with 
his gpvenmieot in die capital had 
been on off and be had no 
further details of Kabre’s 


Rebels, led renegade 

General Zdriss Deby, seized 
Abeche without resistanoe and 
Friday were reported by Western 
d^lomats to be advancing on the 
ciqxital. 

Ihe Frendi g(xvemment has 
advised its nafionals in 

Chad to prepare for evacnafion 
because of the rebel advance but 
Adam said h would take the 
rebels several days to reach the 

Pencil televisicxn zeportd 
Satuidigr that senicxr membm of 
Habre's government had left 
N’djamena wifii their families. It 

said no government troops were 
risible in the streets. 

Extra Frendi troops had taken 
iqi positions around the Rrench 
embassy, the TV report added. It 
said troops loyal to Habre had 
fired shots and looted bouses as 
fixey&d across the River Kouseri 
to nd^bottfing Cameroon. 


French, officials said two 
French aircraft were gtxing to 

N*djainaia to be reatfy to fly 
home French citizens, who had 
been asked to assemble. 

President Francois Mitter- 
rand’s ^kesman said: “France 
has taken all necessary measures 
to protect l^endi chizens in riew 
of the worsening situation in 
Chad.” 

France had been in oxntact 
vritfa fixe speaker of the Chadian 
assembly, who appeared to be the 
only senior government figure 
sfin in the capital, the ^okesman 
ttrfd Fteach radio. 

Military experts fanriHaT whh 

Chad's deeades of dri) war s^ 
tbqr had expected Habre to flee 
N*d|aniena, probably to take his 
12,000>man army to his home 
bare in file remote Tibesti moun- 
tains. 

“Habre's men etc desert com- 
batants, not dty fighters. They 
took N*djamena in 1982 without 
fighting,” one expert said, refer- 
zxng to Habre’s defeat of former 
Pzesideat Gonkouni Oued^. 

There are more than 1,000 
French troops In N’djamena and 


Abedxe, based there smee Paris 
moved to help Habre crush {xe- 
vions incursions by rebels bathed 

fay Libya. 

Nfitterrand’s Africa cxqxens 
have decided that France should 
not intervene ths time, on the 
grounds that Libya is not in- 
volved. 

The chief spokesman on Afri- 
can affairs. Cooperation bfinister 
Jaocpies Pi^etier, said on teleri- 
sion: *T ckxn’t thfnlr one can say 
that we have abandoned Habre 
too quickly. Our policy is not to 
intervene in intemal ocxnfiicts.” 

France wtxnld act only if Its 
nationals were threatened or if 
Chad faced fbrdgzx attack, he 
saitL Paris believed the current 
fighting was “not a foreign inv^ 

Libya has denied Chadian and 
U.S. dxar^ that Delpr, who 
laizndied rebel offensive from 
nd^bonzing Sudan firree weeks 
ago, is armed and aided by Libya. 

la fixe past, Washington has 
prorided Ka^ with planes, 
trudes and ammunition, but those 
supplies [Appeared to have dried 
up, diplomsns said. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli polire 
Saturday shot to death a Palesti- 
nian woman after she tried to stab 
a poKoeman near Jerusalem’s 
walled Old City, police and radio 
reports said. 

The poficemaii was not hurt 
because he was wearing a flak 
jacket. The protective jackets be- 
came mandatory for police pat- 
rols in Arab Jerusalem after a 
^te of stabbing attacks by 
Palestinians against police in the 
wake of the Oct. 8 massacre of 
over 20 Palestinians at Haram AI 
Sharif. 

Saturday’s incident began at 
about 10:40 a.m. when police 
questioned three Palestinians at 
the Arab Jerusalem bus station 
oppoaie the Old City's Damascus 
Gate. Israel Radio said. 

Suddenly a woman emerged 
from the crowd and lunged to- 
wards one of the policemen with 
a knife, a police s^kesman said. 
The knife did not penetrate fixe 
flak jacket. 

Another policeman opened 
fire, shooting the woman in the 
bead. She was taken in serious 
condition to Jerusalem’s Hadas- 
sah hospital where she later died, 
police said. 

The woman, in ber 40s. wore a 
traditiona] embroidered Palesti- 
nian dress and pink headscraf , a 
witness told the AP. 

She could not be identified 
because she did not carry an ZD 
card, the radio said. 

Another policeman suffered 
cuts In the hand during the scuffle 
with tbc assailant. 

In the occupied Gaza Strip, 
two suspected Palestinian infor- 
mers were kOled by masked 
assailants. 

In the Boreij refugee camp. 


masked assailants Saturday en- 
tered the military government’s 
clinic and stabbed to death one of 
the deaning women, Arab re- 
ports said. 

In the Rafah refugee camp, 
attadters broke into the home of 
Ali Mo hammad Khatib. 28, Fri- 
day, and killed him with shots to 
the chest and bead. 

When Khatib’s brother tried* to 
stop the attackers, they wounded 
him with a shot in the chest, Arab 
reports said. 

The army confirmed the Idli- 
ings, and said police were investi- 
gating. 

The death in Jenisal^ raised 
to 774 the number of Palestinians 
slain by Israelis. Fifty-two Israelis 
have also died in the violence. 

Also Saturday, an army patrol 
opened fire after being stoned in 
the marketplace of the town of 
Rafah, wounding 12 Palestinian 
teenagers, bos|rf^ officials said. 

In the West Bank,- troops 
wounded two Arab youths during 
demonstrations marking a year 
since Israeli forces killed four 
members of a Palestinian group 
accused of IdUing Arab collabor- 
ators, Palestinians said. 

Troops Friday critically wound- 
ed anotoer alleged nxemberof the 
group in the West Bank’s Jenin 
refugee camp. The group, the 
Blat^ Panthers, is affiliated to the 
Palestine liberation Organisa- 
txon’s Fateh mainstream body. 

Police dosed an Arab Jern- 
salem sdiool for 24 hours after a 
Palestinian youth Saturday threw 
two cans of burning glue at two 
Jesrish seminary students in Jeru- 
salem’s Old City, Israel radio 
said. No one was injured. 

The youth fled into fixe school 
after the attack, the police said. 


Israelis rocket Palestinian 

* 

bases in Bekaa Valley 


BEIRUT (AP) — Israeli fighter- 
bombers rocketed Palestinian 
bases in southeast Lebanon 
^turday for the second time in a 
week as Lebanon complained to 
the United Nations about repe- 
ated IsracK attacks into its tezri- 
roty. 

Police said two IsraeU jets fired 
four ro^ets into a base used by 
the Palestme Popular Struggle 
Front (PSF) in tbc Bekaa Valley 
at midday (1000 GMT), wound- 
ing five guerrillas. 

Police said the jets dropxped 
scarlet hot-air balloons to dtrflea 
missiles, but none was fired. 

PSF guerrillas opened up on 
the laidi&g jets wifa antx-afreraft 
guns, but no hits were reported. 

The estimated 20,000 Syrian 
soldiers deployed in the Bekaa 
were not involved in fixe action, 
police said. 

The spokesman said fixe Israeli 
rodtets scored direct bits on a 
one-storey building used by fixe 
PSF as its local headquarters in the 
Bekaa town of Taai^ya, about 
70 Idlometies north of the IsraeU 

border. 

The Israeli military said the 
raid was in letaHstion for an 
attempted infiltration Nov. 20 by 
PSF guerrillas in South Lebanon. 
An IsraeU lieutenant was Icflled 
along with foor guezrillas in a 
firefight. 

A PSF spokesman, reached by 


telephone in Beirut, told tbc 
Assented Press: “We lost con- 
tact with the base immediately 
after it was attacked.” 

Tbe spokesman, who refused 
to be named, said the base along 
“with the rest of our positions in 
Ijebazxon have been generally 
evacuated since tbe clash with tbe 
Ziottrit enemy on Nov. 20.” 

*^e were expecting the attack. 
That's Why wc ordered all onr 
forces to evacuate the bases.” he 
said. 

Tbe front, beaded by Samir 
Ghosheh. is a faction within the 
Palestine liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO). 

Tbe raid was Israel’s 20th air 
strike in Lebanon this year. By 
police count, 20 people have been 
lolled and 67 wounded in the air 
raids. 

Tbe jets struck Saturday as 
Lebanon's Foreign Ministry said 
it instructed its znissiOD at the 
United Nations to lodge a com- 
plaint wifii the Security Conncil 
about Israel's “repeated violation 
of Lebanon’s sovereignty.” 

On Tuesday, Israefi warplanes 
blasted a base used by Palestinian 
Abu radal’s Fateh-Revolutionary 

CouncO faction near tbe soufixerxx 
port dty of Sidon and a nearby 
base manned by tbe Democratic 
Front for the Liberation of Pales- 
tine. Five guerrillas were lolled. 


public 

support 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Just as 
he has won tbe world’s authoritv 

m 

to wage war against Iraq. U.S. 
President George Bush is losing 
tbe assent of many of his own 
dtizens. 

The country may be losing its 
appetite for going to war. 

The Roman Catholic clergy is 
dubious; tbe polls have turned 
against the president's handling 
of the crisis; and now politidans 
ore embracing as argumen! he 
seems to be abandoning — that 
economic sanctions against Iraq 
will work if given enough time. 

Bush's task in carrying public 
opinion with him is likely 10 
become even more difficult now 
that some old soldiers — like 
Admiral ^Hlliam Crowe and Air 
Force General David Jones, both 
former chairmen of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff — are speaking 
out against immediate hostilities. 
They say sanctions should be 
given more time to work. 

Tbe criticism of Bush's polides 
legitimises dissent. 

“People pay actenticn to these 
people,” said John E. Mueller, 
author of *^ars. Presidents and 
Public Opinion” and a political 
sdentist at the University of 
Rodiester. “Their job is to figure 
out things for the American peo- 
ple, and the people listen.” 

^ubts about the immediate 
necessity of a war are likely to 
grow now That the United Na- 
tions Security Coundl has set a 
Jan. 15 deadline for Iraq to pull 
out of Kuwait. 

Sam Kemell, a specialist on 
presidents and public opinion at 
the Um'veisity of California. San 
Diego, said the fact that “ordin- 
ary members of Congress are 
beginning to speak out” has two 
meanings: Politicians are sensing 
where public sentiment is shifting 
and that shift will gain momen- 
mm as more poUtidans weigh in. 

Witnesses at Senate hearings 
may hedge and offer subtleties 
and caveates. but “what fixe 
American people are hearing is 
that war doesn't make sense right 
now.” 

It’s not that people don't 
understand why Bush is taking on 
Iraq, contends Robert W. Tuck- 
er, a retired professor of diploma- 
cy at Johns Hopkins University. 
Tlxey do, but they don’t think 
Bush’s reasons justify going to 
war, they don’t see “a case of 
national necessity." 

"Neither reasonably priced oil 
nor international order nor even 
the prospect of an Iraq stripped 
of weapons of mass destruction'' 
has persuaded the public “to 
^accept the hazards of war in the 

(Confiniied on page 5) 
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U.S. unlikely to block 

mild resolution to 
protect Palestinians 


UNITED NATltlNS fAP) — 
The United States, having won 
Security Council sanction for the 
use of force against fraq. indi- 
cated Friday that it would not 
veto a moderate resolution on 
protection of Palestinians in the 
Israeli-occupied territories. 

The Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) meanwhile, com- 
plained that the U.S. government 
had stalled in granting a visa to 
the PLO’s foreign minister. 
Faiouk Qaddoumi. to attend the 
annual General Assembly debate 
on Palestinians. 

The United States, which has 
no diplomatic relations with the 
PLO. granted the visa Wednes- 
day night and Oaddoumi was 
expected to visit New York next 
week on U.N. business and was 
likely to address the assembly. 

Western diplomats, speaking 
on condition of anonymity, said 
the United States had let the PLO 
and its allies know that if they 
didn't inject the Palestine issue 
into debate on Thursday . the 
U.S. government would seriously 
consider a moderate resolution 
on Palestinians and might ab- 
stain. allowing it to pass. 

On Tliursday. at U.S. urging, 
the council authorised the Unit^ 
States and its allies in the Gulf to 
□se military force to expel Iraq 
from Kuwait if it does not with- 
draw by Jan. 15. 

The United States, president 
of the council for the month of 
NWember. bad not wanted the 


Palestinian issue to interfere with 
its push for approval of the use- 
of-force resolution on Thursday. 

A negative vote or an absten- 
tion from the United States on a 
tough resolution calling for U.N. 
observers to protect palcstimaM 
in the occupied territories coaid 
offend the Arab members of the 
coalition against Iraq. 

The United States succeeded in 
putting off the Palesrinian issue 
until Yemen takes over the pres- 
idency of the coundl in De^xm- 
bcr. The question of protecting 
PaLlestioians is expected to be 
taken up next week. 

The PLO. Yemen, Cuba, Col- 
ombia and Malaysia had com- 
plained bitterly that the United 
Stales had blocked consideration 
of their origioal resolution, which 
had been presented to the council 
more than three weeks ago. 

That resolution, which was 
certain to provoke a U.S. veto, 
called for deployment of U.N. 
observers in the Israeli-occupied 
territories to safeguard Palesti- 
nians from human rights abuses. 
It also called for a meeting of the 
164 high contracting parties to the 
Fourth Geneva invention to 
ensure that Israel protects civi- 
lians in the occupied temtories. 

Israel has rejected such a re- 
soludoD and said it expects a veto 
from its U.S. ally- 

But this week Finland pre- 
sented a milder counter- 
resolution. calling for a U.N. 


ombudsman, with U-N. support- 
staff, to look into the Palesrinian 
situation, it also welcomed con- 
vening a oonfereooe to ensure 
protccrion of Palestinian rigto. 

Israel rejects that fonmiiacion 
as well. But Israeli sources indi- 
cated the Finnish proposal was 
not as offensive as the origiiia] 
resolution. 

Meanwhile, the General 
Assembly continued discussion 
Friday of the Palestinian situa- 
tion. Most speakers called for 

Israel's withdrawal from the terri- 
tories it has occupied since the 
1967 war and for an intemationai 
VGdeast peace oonferexxx. 

Israeli Ambassador Yoram 
Aridor. in a speech to the assem- 
bly Friday, repeated Israel's posi- 
tion that it was ready to make 
peace with its oei^lMars on a 
bUateral basis, as it had done with 
Egypt. 

Aridor also complained that 
the United Nations, which now 
condemns Iraq for ovemmning 
Kuwait, "in 1946 did nothing to 
stop the combined onslaught of 
seven of its Arab member-states 
who pounced upon Israel in order 
to d«troy the new Jewish state." 

Israel’s right to exist, he said, 
had been recognised in the man- 
date of theLea^ of Nations and 
the U.N. General Assembly. 

"Israel, the only democracy in 
the Middle East, gets special, 
separate and unequal treatment 
frm this assembly on a consis- 
tent basis." be said. 


Ali delays departure from Iraq 


Experts 
say U.S. 
crying wolf 
over Iraq 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Ato- 
mic experts dashed Friday over 
whether Iraq possesses a nodear 
device, and Democrats accused 
President George Bush of over- 
stating the immediate threat. 

‘The overwhelming impression 
that was given by these state- 
ments is of an Iraq that is of 
imminent nuclear danger to us 
almost immediately," said Sen. 
John Glenn. "I think they’re 
overblown," 

Three nuclear experts debated 
Iraq's nuclear weapons program- 
me during Senate Armed Ser- 
vices Committee bearings that 
came one week after Bush raised 
the nuclear speaer in a visit with 
U.S. troops in the Gulf. 

Bush told the troops Iraq is 
further along in its nuclear 
weapons programme than pre- 
viously thought. This past 
Wedn&day. the White House 
said Bush had received intelli- 
genoe briefings that led him to 
conclude Iraq had a nuclear capa- 
bility “that could come to fruition 
within months." 

Democrats questioned whether 
the administration’s assessment 
was based on recent polls that 
showed the American peo|rfe 
would support the use of t^t^ 
force in Uie Gulf to destro>' Iraq’s 
nudear weapons programme. 

Sen. Albert Gore said during 
bearing Thursday that the admj- 
nisuation’s pronouncements on 
Iraq's nuclear potential are 
"dnrly misleading, overstating." 

"Crying wolf is especially 
dangerous in the area of nudear 
proixferarion," said Gore. 

Bush answered Gore during a 
news conference Friday, saying 
the senator mi^t not be con- 
cerned about it. 


Congress favourable 
to Bush initiative 


i 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
American boxing great Moham- 
mad Ali postponed a planned 
departnre from Baghdad with 15 
compatriots Samr^ and aides 
said be was n^otiating to have 
three more released. 

The aides said Ali made the 
move after Friday mbit’s suiprise 
offer by U.S. President George 
Bush to send Secretary of State 
■James Baker to Baghdad for talks 
on the Gulf crisis. 

The aides gave no other de- 
tails. Ali and tds group had been 
scheduled to fly to Amman 
aboard an Iraqi Airways fli^t. 

The aides said All’s group will 
seek meetings with sembr Iraqi 
officials and may leave Ba^idad 
Sunday or Monday, depending 
on the outcome of those meet- 
ings. 

All's manager and spokesman. 
Jaber Mohammad, said Friday 
that the IS Americans had all 
been held at strategic sites in 
Iraq. 

Ali. a former world 
heavyweiglit boxing champion, 
has been in Baghdad more than a 
week with two aides and mem- 
bers of the Coalition to Stop U.S. 
Intervention in the Middle East. 

On his self-described mission 
to win the release of foreign 
nationals and seeks a peace^ 
sedation to the crisis, Ali met with 
President Saddam Hussein this 
week. 

Two Norwegians held in Iraq 
will leave the country Sunday 
while a third Norwegian ahns to 
go home next day. the Oslo Fore- 
ign Ministry said. 

Iraqi authorities earlier this 
week promised chat four Norwe- 
gians would be permitted to leave 
Iraq immediately while another 
five would be allowed to go borne 
before Christmas. 

"Two will leave Iraq on Sunday 
and travel via Moscow. They will 
be in Oslo on Tuesday morning.” 
Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Bjoem Blokhus said. 

A group of Japanese led by a 


fonner profesaioiial wrestler ar- 
rived in Baghdad Saturday hop- 
ing to win freettom for op to 30 
Japanese. 

Japanese diplomatic sources 
said Upper House Member Anto- 
nio looki, a retired wzestlei, was 
accompanied by 2S relatives of 
Japanese held in Iraq. 

Tbexe axe 239 Japanese unable 
to leave Iraq and 119 of them are 
being held at key installations. 

5 aririam has offered to free the 
2,000 Westeni and Japanese over 
a tfaree-montb period starting 
from Christmas day as a gesture 
of goodwill. 

The Japanese sources said 
Socialist Party leader Takako Doi 
was expe^ed to arrive in Ba^ 
dad on Dec. 10 at the invitation 
of Rxst Deputy Prime h£nister 
Tafia Yassin Ramadan. She wns 
expected to appeal for the release 
of mote Japanese. 

Tiey said former Prime Minis- 
ter Yasubiro Nakasone was due 
CO recuin to Ba^idad Dec. 15. 
Nakasone was in the Iracp capital 
last month, when be managed to 
secure the release of scores of 
Japanese. 

Row in Sweden 

Swedish opposition leaders 
Saturday critid^ a letter sent by 
Prime Minister Ingvar Carisson 
to PrBsxdent Sadd^ whJdi con- 
tributed to the release of S3 
Swedes held in Iraq. 

Opposition Conservative Party 
leader Carl Bfidt sharply criti- 
dsed the letter's assertion That 
the Palestinian ejuestion. rather 
than Iraq’s takeover of Kuwait, 
was the fundamental conflict in 
the NGddle East. 

"When the prime minzster's 
letter is read ^road the only 
possible oondusion will be that 
Swedish policies now lean more 
towards Saddam Hussein than 
towards the United Nations and 
the Enropean Community on cm- 
dal issues." BUdt told Swedish 
news agency TT. 


“This is a gronndlen and 
grotesque efarim wtxich I firmly 
reject,” retmtod Carisson, a So- 
cial Demociat. 

“Instead of rejerangin ttefact 
thwf the Swedes are now home 
again. Cari Bildt chooses to start 
a domestic ptHittcal row,” tiie 
prime minist er fold xL. 

Carisson^ letter was read to 
the Iraqi National Assentbly on 
Monday before it voted to free 
the Swedes. 

It was published in Sweden for 
the first time Fridsqr as dm 53 
Swedish nationals arrived at 
Stockholm's Arianda airport. 

“Sweden honestly oonsidexs 
that the basic conflict in the re- 
gion is the Palestinian questira 
and that there can be no durable 
peace in the r^<» before tins 
problem has been solved.” Gazl- 

ssoD said in the letter. 

It is tile Swedish government's 
view that it is not only Kuwait 
vriiich is ocoqned by foreign 
troops, tiiere is also the Israeli 
occupation of the West Bank and 
Gaza and the Israeli and Syrian 
troops in Lebanon,” the letter 
said. 

Opposition Liberal Par^ lead-, 
er Bc^ Westeibeig said it was 
inappoiopriate to compare Iraq 
with Israel called on Carisson 
to clarify Swedish foreign pidi^. 

Although Sweden earlier 
sharply condemned Iraq's inva- 
sioo and annexation of Kuwait, 
the letter does not eiqdicitly do 
so. 

In it, Carisson said Sweden 
believed a military solntion to the 
Gulf crias must be avoided and 
was prepared to do its utmost to 
achieve a peaceful settlement on 
the basis of U.N. resolutions. 

pledged oontinmng Swe^^ 
efforts to secure peace but said 
this was difficult if its citizens 
were held against their will in an 
Arab country. 

Neutral Sweden, which is 
observing the U.N. trade embar- 
go against Iraq, has no militazy 
forces in the Gulf ■ 


WASHINGTON ( AP) — A lead- 
ers of Congress have praised 
President George Bush's offer to 
negotiate with Iraq over its 
takeover of Kuwait by sending his 
top envoy to Baghdad. 

On Friday. Bush offered to 
dispaidi U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker in a last-ditch di- 
plomatic effort, but said he was 
ready to wage war "with enough 
power to gel the Job done" if die 
mission fails. 

"There will not be any murky 
ending." Bush declared in a stern 
warning to Iraq. 

Bush also said he has invited 
Iraqi Foreign Minister Tariq Aziz 
for a meeting at the White House 
in mid-December to discuss the 
Gulf crisis. 

In announcing his diplomatic 
ovexture. Bush said the Baker 
trip and the White House 
meeting with Ariz were to pre- 
sent the U.S. case directly to Iraq 
and ‘tdemonstrate that we are 
prepared to go face-to-face and 
tell (Iraq) how committed we are 
to toe United Nations resolu- 
tions." 

"It's an opportunity to express 
face-to-feoe to Saddam Hussein 
toe commitment of toe American 
people" to Bush's policy to end 
toe occupation of Kuwait, said 
Thomas S. Foley, speaker of toe 
House of Representatives. 

There was no immediate offi- 
cial comment from the Iraqi 
capital on Bash’s offer. But Iraq’s 
ambassador to France. Abdul 
Razzack A1 Hashimi. called 
Bush’s announcement "a very im- 
portant step toward peace." 

He told British radio: "We 
hope it is going to achieve what 
we are all striving for. negotia- 
tions instead of beating toe drums 
of war. And this is really. I 
consider it very good news," 

In Washington. Senate Demo- 
cratic leader George .Mitchell cal- 


led toe Baker trip "a good idea" 
and said he felt that it was not 
necessaiy to convene Congress 
for a special session to consider 
any declaration of war against 
Iraq. 

But Senate Republican Leader 
Bob Dole, while praising Bush's 
offer to send Baker to Iraq, ac- 
cused Congress of warning "to sit 
this one out" rather than meeting 
to adopt a resolution in support. 

Congressman Mickey Edwards 
said Bush argued forcefully at the 
session against simply waiting for 
sanctions to work, noting that 
Kuwait, foreigners in Iraq and 
economies worldwide continue to 
suffer with each passing day. 

Bush, announcing the decision 
in a statement from toe White 
House briefing room at the open- 
ing of a news conference, said 
Baker’s mission could be held at a 
"mutually convenient 
time"between Dec. 15 and Jan. 
15. 

“It isn’t a trip of concession," 
Bush asserted, even toou^ it 
reverses his previous opposition 
to sending emissaries to Iraq. 

Bush bafied Thursday’s United 
Nations Security Coun<^ vote au- 
thorising force and setting a dead- 
line of Jan. IS for Iraq's troops to 
leave Kuwait. 

"I remain bopefui tiiat we can 
achieve a peacefol solution to this 
crisis, but if force is required, we 
and toe other 26 countries who 
have troops in the area will have 
enough power to get the job 
done." be said. 

The president added that any 
such battle "wiU not be anotb^ 
Vietnam. This will not be a prot- 
tacted. drawQ>oiit war. I ples%e to 
you there will not be any murky 
endiDg." 

Buto said he w'ould continue to 
consult with congressional lead- 
ers but had no plans to convene a 
speda] session of Congress 


November records highest 
emigre rate to Israel 


1 


TEL AVTV (R) — A record 
30.000 people immigrated to 
Israel in Nervember. raising toe 
total this year to 164,548. the 
qnasi-governmnetal Jewish 
Agency said. 

Some 28,000 of toe monthly 
total were fmn toe Soviet Union, 
making a total of 150.060 Soviet 
Jews so far this year. 
‘Palestinians waging toe 35- 
month-IODg uprising against 
Israeli rule in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip fear toe 
tidal wave of Jewish immigrants 
will di^ace them. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
caused a storm of controversy this 
month when he said Israel should 
keep the occupied territories for 
the immigrants. 

Hb ri^twing government sur- 
vived a parliamentary no- 
conSdenoe vote on his statement 
Monday. Opposition parties said 
it pot the Soviet exodus in jeopar- 
dy. 

The United States has pledged 
gnarantees on $400 millioa worth 
loans on condition toe immig- 
lants are not settled in the occu- 
pied territories. Israeli officials 
have said they will not be direaed 
to toe occupied territor i es. 

The Jrw^ Agency said on 
, Nov. 20 that 0.8 per cent of all 
j new immigrants or 1.075 people 
! had settled among some 90,000 
Jews in toe oocxqried territories, 
home to 1.75 milifon Palestinians. 

The fiood of immigrants is 
^ already taxing resources. Offi- 
. cials expect one milliou by the 
; end of 1992. swelling Israel’s 4.7 
million populatitHi ^ a fifth. 

Immigration activists fear dis- 
aster unless the government 


treats their absorption as an 
e mergency. 

"There are people who first of 
all live five families in one ap^- 
ment, and second have to decide 
each day whether to spend money 
on the bus and go five or six 
kilometres or not to buy fish and 
eat only potatoes,” Natan Shar- 
ansky told Israel televiaon. 

In October 20324 Soviet im- 
migrants arrived and in Septem- 
ber 18,725. 

Among November’s immig- 
rants were 428 Ethiopian Jews, 
Jewish Agency ^kesman Yehu- 
da Weinraub saki. 

Immigration from Ethio{^ had 
virtually stopped sinoe news of a 
secret airlift of Jews to Israel in 
1985 was leaked. The agency now 
expects Etoioj^ to penxut its 
resumption. 

Nearly 20,000 Ethiopians are 
now in Israel and the occupied 
territories. An equal number 
await permission to leave 
Ethiopia, Wemraub said. 


Jordan 


1) 

Nfinister Tareq Aziz to Washing- 
ton for consultations during tiie 
week of Dec. 10. Also to be 
invited to that meeting axe minis- 
tcFS from the U.S. aUies in the 
Gulf region. Bush said. 

The U.S. president, bofwever. 
repeated U.S. demands that Iraq 
unconditionalfy w ithdra w from 
Kuwait, restore Kuwait’s toj^led 
govemment and free all foreign 
nationals. 

Qasem said that Bush's invita- 
tion “gave Iraq a diance to show 
its peace intentions.” 


Rafsanjani 
favours 
temporary 
marriage 

TEHRAN (R> —. Single, .or 
widowed 'Iranians have been told 
by the country's presid e n t they 
can satisfy their sexual needs 
entering into short-term informal 
mani^es. 

But President Aii Akbar 
Hashemx Rafeanjani, vriiile de- 
daring it was wrong to s u ppress 
human natnre, warned liud>ands 
against taking advantage of sex- 
freedom to have extra-maixtal 
affairs. 

“Let this way not be taken 
advantage of by mairied men to 
go after their vrinms and thus 
de s tro y family bonds,” be said a 
Friday prayer sennon at Tehran 
Unxvertity. 

He said marriage contracts 
could be informally agreed by 
couples and mi^t only last a 
monto or two. 

“If we don't break sodi oahn- 
rai barrienifatm we cannot com- 
bat social vices.” he said. *Tf 
someone has gone crazy due to 
sexual needs, judgement overtins 
person is veiy difficult.” 
Rafsanlani said: “Our youtii 
these days have to wait until tfa^ are 

2S or 30, fo have inoome and a 
residence, to satiate fbdr w»ntai 
needs. And we all know that kids 
after IS have need. 

“There are hundreds of 
thousands, perhaps miDions of' 
widows. dS vOT cedwMnen who are 
left sin^ and becanse social 
norms they remain i»k^ that.” 
Rafsanjani said: “Fluting hu- 
man nature is inoonect. It win 
leave befaiixd undesixed effects.'l 
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ISLAMABAD (A^ — Pakistaii 
has ^zeed to send at least 10,000 
more sokfieis to jmn tiie nui|firaa~ 
force in SmuE Axebin* 
Foreiga Mfostiy spokesoiaii said 

Saturday. 

The report came two da^ after 
file Kuwaiti ambassador ssdd 

cmmtEMS were prepared to 
Pakistan a half-UHioii dcrilais in 
aid, ahfaou^ Gulf officiais de- 
nied the funding was liiiked-to the 

acfcfitional tiot^ deptoyment. 

Rqnesentatiyes of Gulf states 
have btenbarded Fsldstan's n^ 
prime nunister, Nawaz Sharif, 
with requests ^ more troops, 
die goveinnient spokesman said 

on conc&tiOD be noC be identified. 
Paldscan proiAxsed to send 

5,000 soklien to the kisgdom 

after Iraq’s Ang. 2 invaaon of 


So far only 2,000 have been 
deployed, altoov^ the govern- 
ment official said die remaimug 
3,000 were expected to leave for 
Saudi Aralna later tins month. 

U.S. tro<^ in the Gulf region 
number abo^ 240,000, and otoer 
countries have deployed about 
100,000. The torcea teoe an 


mated 450,000 Ixa^' 

^iwait and sontfaem 

A ftont-pe^ story in 
tioa, an En^fish-fanguaga ^ 
newspaper, daimed Safu^ 
Pskistan wrald send^l^ 
infantry troops to Sa»& Arft}| 
by Jan. 15, the Ua?.-in=^ 
deadline for die wididiav. 
Iniffl sohfois from Ifrnraitr 

• ai *» * w •• 

The Fbre^ hfinistiy qpKj 
man said FaJostan had “agreea!Q 
prfndj^e” to send at least l-d,QQo 
mote solcfieis, bnt that thee^ 
dumbo' of troops and ' 
had yet to be decided. 

r • 

He said Paldstan bad yet-to 
decide whether to dso send a 

armoured diviaon^ somediiiig 
Arabia has Tepeate<^' 

quested. An aiiuouied dniitiog 
numbexs 20,000 tiot^is. 

Pakistan, which relied, on 
Kuwait for most of ftsiefined.(g 
prod u cts, basbeenltitiuadby^ 
Iraqi invason and nbser^iL 
economic sanctions against I^. 

This economically trouble 
oomitiy of 110 million 

_ J _ a » _- • 
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laiiy from Saudi Arabia. 


Alleged drug barons 
in Pakistan parliament 

By Kaliiy Gannon 

Tbe Assodated Press 

ISLAMABAD — An alleged drug baron and two men snspected of 
<^}ium dealing axe members of toe new pariianiCTt, creator 
qjeculation that Pakistan’s already sluggish anti-drug ««"qwign 
may founder. 

Officials say about 30 tonnes of heroin are shii^ied from Paltistu 
eveiy year, l^mestic and foreign narcotics officers have critn^ 
successive govenunents for failing to stop tbe trade. ^ ' 
“They have not been able to s u cce ssfu lly prosecute and impr^ 
what yon would can a major” drug figure, a narcotics agent sai|l,'te 
condition of anoi^mify. ' 

Tbe United States, frustrated by the lack of action, 'fin 
direatened to cut off more than SSOO million in economic ^ 
militaiy aid thati alxeatfy has been frozen because of sai^Tkaon that 
Paldstan is developing nuclear weiqxms. 

Ayub Khan Afridi, said to be one of Pakistan’s main dr^ 
traffickers, won a National Assembly seat in the OcL 24 electiom. 
At least two other soooesdiil candidates axe subjected of large-scale 
involvemait in tiie opium trade. 

A diplomat said, alre on oon^on of ano n y mi ty: *^e*ve told 
them, fyou have a handful in tbe National Assembly tiiat everyone 
U£oognises.are-ear-deep in the heroin trade. It’s (mty.going to get 
worse.’” -y ; .. 

■ “irstfaeNational Assembly that passes the laws, and xfoiaimals 

are. mflueadng how toe law is written, you -can pass-iome pretty 
ineffective la:m.r . |u t 

In 1983, Afiidi was convicted m absentia and sentenced to.rae 
year in jail after fafling to show up in oouit to answer cfaaiges'af 
drug trafficking. Reoo^ also show at least five outstanding airest 

WSZr&DlS OQ MHiilnr dbBTgCSm 

Several anti-dn^ agencies in Pakistan and abroad have soi^t 
AfridTs arrest, but wito no success. Afridi danssses the all^ations 
as a baseless dander canqxdgn conducted by former Prime kfinister 
Benazir Bhutto during her 20 months in power. 

“Thatfs rnbbish,” s^ Zafaid Sarfraz. mt er i or nunister in the 
caretaker government that replaced Bhutto when she was dismisBed 
in August. Sarfraz. who was in diarge of narcotics control, said tiie 
drug diaiges against Afridi had notiung to do witii polffics. 

Prime Mnnster Nawaz Sharif’s new government created a 
narcotics miaistry and pot Rana Chandar Sin^ in diarge. Analysts 
doubt tint Singh, a I^dn, win be able to penetrate the orthodox 
Mudim tribal country where the dn^ trade is based. 

The tribal area, where ojnnm and bermn are prodneed, is a 
lawless strip of rough te rrain along tbe border wito Ai g h ank tun 
where Pakistam aiffiiorities have Uttie authority. . 

As one narcotics agent described it: “The tribal area is a 
sajKtuary where they can operate viztnany whfa impimity.” 
Drag raids and arrests are made periodically, and some are 
i mp re ssi ve. ' '; 

In a sing^ raid last monto in Baluchistan pxovinoe, near the 
border with Afyhtuiistan and Iran, narcotics officials oonfiscatM 
1,7W IcQogranxmes of heroin witix an estimated street value of S130 
tnOIion, {rius 8,000 kilogranxmes of semi-aixtomatic rifles, 

missile launchers and ehtinneahi used to man nfa» t^i rft heroin. 

At least one pexsra charged after the raid is a member of the 
BaJochistan luovhxcial assembly and of tiie province’s governing 
par t y. 

Such r aiA are hi^ily publicised, but Pakistani anti foreign 
narcotics officials say only small-titne o p e rato r s and w m rier* go to 
jaiL 

Sarfraz, the former interior minister, found one of tiie outstand- 
ing arrest warrants for Afridi shortly before t urnin g the, nmi i t i y 
over to his sncoessoi, bm could not order the ar r est after he left 


Alti ioni^ a ^prticesinan for the Sharif government said AfridTs 

aiTcn was xmmhiexit. he apparently is baefr in tbe saxictaaxy of tiie 
txibd ««• 
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Fttaoe Ba’d Ben TMd 

Carl XVI 
honours 
Prince 
Ra’d 

STOCKHOLM (J.T.) — Thdr 
HSgbnesses Prii^ ^'d Ben 
Zaid and Pzmcess Majda Ra*d 
were honooxed by Sweden's 
Kiii£ Car! XVI Gnstaf and 
Queen SQvia at a state bancpiet 
at die ipyal palace in Stock- 
holm Tboisday. 

Piince Ra’d and Princess 
Majda were also received by 
Sten Andersson, Swedish 
mimscer for foreign affitirs, and 
offered a luncheon at the 
ministiy for foreign afEuis. 

During dieh vxst to the 
Swe£rii Hieir Ifi^uie^ 

ses weze invited to stay at 
Drottmngholm Palace, the re- 
sidence of Their Majesties 
King Carl XVI Giistaf and 
Queen SQvia. 


UNESCO to 

hold talks 
on population 
education 
and development 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The United 
Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Coltnral Oxg^amsation (UN- 
ESCO) is holding a regiooai con- 
sultative meeting on popniation 
education and development in 
the Arab states on Monday with 
the ynrticipation of spedalists 
from, yaiions Aiab. countries. ■ - .. 

A UNESCO statement said 
itfaat'tfae^fiDiis<day-4Bfeeting; to bted 
held .at die=Aniniatfinuladel{ytis^ 
Hotel, would review worldng 
papers dealing , with population ' 
programmes in the Aiab Wmld 
based on statistics and data pro- 
vided by 15 Arab countries, a 
summary of {nojects bmng im- 
plement^ m tile Arab xegion in 
cooperation with tbe United Na- 
tions Rmd for Popniation Activi- 
ties (UNFPA) and an assessment 
of issues common to the Arab 
World and related to population 
education and popniation com- 
mnnication. 

The meeting vdudi vriQ be 
opened by bfimrter of Education 
a^ Higher Edncation Moham- 
mad EEmndan, is expected to be 
attended by 40 paitidpants, aD 
dfrectofs of pt^mlatioD edncation 
departments or re^xinsible offi- 
cials in Arab ministiies of ednca- 
tioD, nmversity professt^ 
oi o^eges and others concerned 
with popniation education in 
Syria, Tunisia, Morocco, Egypt, 
Yemen, Sudan, Lebanon, 
Bahrain and Jordan. 

According to tbe UNESCO 
oCGce here, the partidpants mil 
discuss issues pertaining to 
population edncation in the Arab 
World, tiie concept of population 
edncation and its inooiporaixon 
within the school caxzicxiia of the 
Arab World, challenges facing 
tile pqpolalion rituation and solu- 
tions, propos a ls for promoting 
cooperation between Arab states, 
the UNFPA and UNESCO in 
dealing wxtii sndi problems. 

It said that the meeting would 
also prqiare an Arab Worid deo- 
laratioB oo pc^mlation actirities 
wfaidi would be snbmiftwH to an 
interaationai conference on 
population edncation de- 
velopment to be organised by 
UNESCO and UNFPA ta 

during 1992. 


Jordan urges implementation 
of U.N. resolutions on Palestine 


NEW YORK (Petra) — Joidan 
has urged the United Nations to 
imjriement Secmity Council re- 
solutions on Palestine, 'issned 
ance the Arab-lsra^ war of 
1967, and said that implementa- 
tion of these resolntioos oonld be 
carried out through, an znteroa- 
tkmal peace conference in wfakh 
an concerned p ar ties can take 
pan. 

“Interxiational le^timacy can 
not be selective is by no 
means div&ibie, and the U,^. 

Security Council possesses the 

madxmeiy for implemeating its 
own resolutioas so as to bring 
peace to tbe hfiddle East,” uxged 

Jordan's Ambassador to the Un- 
ited Natkms Abdallah Salah. 
”Tbe Security Cramdl has so 


far failed to impleinent its own 
resttintions due to Israel’s rejec- 
tion of tiiese resolutions on tbe 
One hand and to tbe negative 
stand on the part of one of its five 
member nations on the otiier,** 
Salab told the U.N. Genei^ 
Assembly meeting Friday even- 
ing. 

He said that the most recent 
instance was repr^ented by the 
Israeli massacre 20 Arabs in 
Jerusalem vriiicfa prompted tbe 

oomK^ to issue a lesolutkm con- 
demning the baxbaiic act and to 
decide to send an inquiry mission 
to investigate, but resolution 
was not im^emented for tbe 
aforementioned reasons." 

”Tbe Palestine question is not 
a question of human rights and 


refugees alone, bat rather it is a 
political issue of the fiist degree 
and its essential component is the 
national and legitimate rights of 
the Palestinian peo^rie, mcludmg 
their right self-determination 
in an independent state in Paks- 
tine,” Salah pointed out. 

Israel, he said, has been de- 
nying the Palestinians their baric 
rights whidi were endoised by 
tbe woxld community through tbe 
Security Council, and tbe Palesti- 
nians have risen in an nprismg to 
tzy to gain their free^m and 

tbisir bs^c ri^xs. 

”The upriring, which is now 

entering its fomth year, is not a 
mere expresrion of despair and 
I, blit rather the birth of 


a state and a project for genuine 
peace,” Salah said. He said that 
Israel had refixsed tbe Palestine 
Lfoeration Organisatioa's offers 
for peace declared by Palestine 
Preridem Yasser Arafat in 19^. 
and had been defying the world 
commuoi^s will by refusing to 
9 ve the Palestinians their basic 
rights. 

“Israel has exploited the cold 
war pursuing its colonial and ex- 
ppsionist projecs in the occu- 
pied West Bank and has built 
settlements on Arab territory,” 
Salah added. He said tiiat Palesti- 
nians Were now assaming the role 
of liberating their lands hy- them- 
selves, through tbe intifada, 
wfaidi would continue until peace 
was achieved. 


3 dams planned over next 3 years 



AMMAN (J.T.) — In its drive to 
make water resources available 
for agricnltnral purposes the 
hfinistxy of Water and Irrigation 
plans to sec up three newda^in 
file coming three years, starling 
next month, and will duly 
annonnoe tendexs for the pro- 
jects, according to Minister of 
Water and Irii^tion Daoud Kha- 
laf. 

In a statement to the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, be said chat 
one of the dams, to be called 
Wadi Rajel Dam at Azraq, wOi 
have a storage capadiy ^ 2.5 
niQSon cnbic metres of water. 


Tbe other. Wadi Swaqa Dam 
near Karak, will have tbe storage 
capacity of 1.5 milli on cubic 
oietxes, and the thixd, Wadi Jar- 
dan Dam should store up to 
500,000 cubic metres. 

“Tbe ministry started work on 
five dams in tbe past few years in 
order to ooUect flood water for 
farming and livestock in the semi 
arid regions of the country,” 
Khalaf pointed out. He said that 
these are: Bweida Dam near 
Ramtfaa (700.000 cubic metres). 
Sama A1 Sarhan Dam near Maf- 
raq (1.7 milfion cubic metres). 


Ghadeer Abiad Dam near Maf- 
xaq (700,000 cubic metres), Oat- 
raneb Dam near Karak (two mil- 
lion cubic metres), Snltani Dam 
near Karak (1.2 million cnbic 
metres). 

In cooperation with tbe Armed 
Forces, the ministry last year 
completed work on several earth 
daxns which have a total storage 
capacity exceeding two million 
cubic metres of water. 

Last month tbe minister said 
that feaability studies on two 
dams, on the Waleb River and 
the Wadi Mnjib River in southern 


Jordan, were nearing completion. 
Those dams would cost JD 70 
nuUion are eiqpected xo store up 
to 55 million cubic metres of 
water annually. 

Prime Minister Mndar Badran 
last May instructed Khalaf to 
build 10 earth dams in tbe King- 
dom in the coining year which is 
to be named the year of water for 
Jordan. 

He also instructed the Miniscry 
of Water and Irrigation to put an 
end to the poQution of t^ en- 
vironment and underground wa- 
ter resources in the country. 


Royal Crown Prince Saturday receives Romanian and Jordanian delegation ta 

le talks (Petra photo) 

Prince Hassan receives delegation 

Romania to import 

65,000 tonnes of 
phosphate by year’s end 


German foundation 
hands pro j ect 

over to JCO 


AMMAN (J.T.) — On Novem- 
ber 25 Frie^ch Naumann 
Fonndatxon of Germany handed 
over fixe “Cooperative Devdop- 
ment Support Communkation 
Pro gram me** to its partner, the 
Jordan Cooperative Organisation 
(JCO). 

fins transfer of own- 
ership, JCO has become the only 
ooopmtive organisation in the 
-devdpinng wo rid; ' owt flag'g-eom- 

wtftfnfim^ov^bknd and 

ring equipmeSTak WSi^ISja'di^ 
tribatkm tedinology, cem p riri n g 
a xmrfxQe video^inema, * ^ view- 
ing units and a carpark of three 
bo^, fiiiuxriied with aD auefio- 
vxsixa] teadxmg and training mate- 
rials. This berides of a software- 
stock of 61 produced videofilms 
and slideshows, aU in fixe Aralnc 
(mth some in English) language 
and focosixig on coopnative and 
agricoltoral information aixd 
edncation. Hard-and software 
together form an asset, valuing 
ab^ $1 million. 

Tlxe^ooqxeration between JCO 
and Fnedrich Naumann Founda- 
tion started in 1983. The rim was 
to provide the Jordanian coop- 
erative movement wifii the tech- 
nical means and tbe profesrional 
knowledge to develop the exten- 
skXD services for its members. To 
fills effect an intensive training 
programiiie was conducted to 
form a group of skxDed exteurion- 
oEEceis, able to serve the large' 
cooperative family in s tr e n g fixen- 
ing their knowl^ge and self- 


with video-viewing urics, video 
libraries and sets of educational 
books on cooperative science and 
agriculture. Many thousands of 
cooperative members are usmg 
these facilities for their personal 
enlightenment. 

a 1 a result of these extenrion 
services. new cooperative 
societies were formed, induding 
also rix cooperative sodeties for 
women .in the south of Jprdan. 
“It ifas andisifiie obirriiition of 


To ^ve some numbers: 

58 video-films and three 
slideriiows were produced; these 
films appeared 139 times in tbe 
agricoltoral programme of Jordan 
Televirion. 

1,517 distiibiition sessions were 
oondneted fixroii^iout Jordan, in- 
dudxng fixe most remote areas of 
tbe conntry, and more fiian 
1(X>JXX) cooperatois attended 
tbew sessions and the following 
discnsstoiis, thus fostering dia-' 
logne Hniring fixe members to 

the oiganisation. 

Additionally, IS viewing cen- 
tres were established in the cen- 
tres of cooperative activities in 
Joidan. The centres are ftirnished 


JCO and it$ l^elopment Sup- 
t uporigCiimmun'ic^onftftjpanime 
i.;4hat - change aiiid'’ -development 
start in tbe minds of people, and 
that In this process inter- 
institntional cooperation plays an 
important role,” officials say. In 
compHanoe with this, some video- 
films were created and produced 
together with cjqxerts of other 
developmental agencies, the 
Jordaiiiaui universities and the 
hrinxstxy of Agricoltnre. AD films 
were distributed free of charge to 
many Jordanian oxganisations as 
weD as to other Arab coopera- 
tives and educational institutions: 
in aD more than 1,1(X> copies of 
the films are now being used for 
fixe educational and information- 
al bnild-up of thousands of indi- 
viduals in fixe Arab Worid. 

AD tbe assets of the Coopera- 
tive Development Support Com- 
munication Progr a mme are now 
under the command of JCO's 
headq u a r teis in Amman, where a 
new video-studio and control- 
room were instaUed and are being 
operated by JCO-peisonnel. 
“This wfll guaiantee that the 
{mgramme’s activities shaD con- 
■ tinne for many years to come.” 
the officials add. 

To secure tbe future of the 
programme, Friedrich Naumann 
Foundation is providing a further 
fliree-year financial assistance to 
JCO, covering parts of tbe ex- 
pend for prodv^oo, extension- 
ServioeS azid t raining. 

Accordigly. with tbe handover 
of aD hard and software to JCO 
ownership, the cooperation be- 
tween JCO and Friedrich 
Naumann Foundation does not 
end. “It is just fiiat JCO can now 
handle the programme on its 
own, and no foreign expertise is 

any more needed,” foundation 
officials say. 


‘Peace ship’ carrying 
medicine to sail to 
Iraq from Algeria 


By Serene Halasa 
Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Under the motto of 
“Food and Medicine — fixe Right 
of Every Human Being,” a peace 
ship carrying powdered milk and 
medidne will sail from Al^rs to 
Iraq around tbe fifth of Decem- 
ber. The ship wfll also carry a 
group of women volunteers, rep- 
resentifig .women federations 
rffound -the J\rab Worid. . . 

^^ -Xccrbding to' souroes at the 
^dmiS'^'Tbderatidff “irf " Jordan, 
the idea was prompted by several 
women federations during a 
meeting held in Sana’a between 
12-14 of Sept. 1990. The women 
federations who organised the 
project are from Palestine. Jor- 
dan, Iraq, Lebanon. Syria. Alger- 
ia, 'Dmi^, Yemen. Mauritania, 
and Somalia. 

The ship wfll sail from Algeria, 
passing by Tunisia, tfarough fixe 
Suez Canal, tbe Red Sea, fixe 
Arabian Sea, tbe Persian Gnlf 
and finaDy reaching its destina- 


tion, Iraq. Tbe trip wfll take 
approximately fifteen days. “If 
for any reason the course is 
changed and the ship is forced to 
take anofiier route, around the 
African continent, then the ship 
wfll take two months to get to 
Iraq.” the source, who refnsed to 
be named told fixe Jordan Times. 

Answering a question on 
ulxefixer the ship wfll have to pay 
-.'-any tax when it crosses the Suez 
CanaT; the souice said: were 

told) ithat we have- to pay tbe 
Egyptian govenmient '3I50.0(X) 
for letting ns pa-« through tbe 
canal.” 

“We are acting upon a direa 
request from women federations 
in fixe Arab World who started 
this project,” tbe source said. 
The source also added that six 
invitations were extended to 
volunteers to make the trip as an 
act of solidarity with the people 
of Iraq. “We are stiU reviewing 
and studyiixg who wfll join the 
ship on its trip to Iraq,” the 
source added. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


* 

The fiiOowipg fft r fn g s are GOtnpSed £rao mondffy balletias and 

^ Aiatnc fxess. Readers are advised to verify ebe Ssted 
place wftb tbe emoaxted institations. 

EXHIBmONS 

m 

^ ItiliBtiliim of 39 pAiDtinsa fay lhM|i artist 

AB at Abdid Ibneed Fondatiott GaUoy (10 0 . 111 . - 5 

l>A.) 

ft &ciiihi% H ^ wriwaninefcal projeels In Joriaa at fixe 

Royal OUtml Centre. 


King cables llescu, Ben Sultan 

AMMAN (Petra) — lEs Majesty I^g Hussein Saturday sent a 
cable of g(^ wishes to Romanian ^^dent Ion Qescu on faxs 
country’s national day. Tbe King wished the president oontinned 
health and happiness and the Romanian people further progress 
and pro^xerity. Tbe King also cabled Preti^t of tbe United 
Arab Emirates Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan on his oountiy*s national 
d^y wishing the UAE continued progress. 

28 run for chamber board 

AMMAN (Petra) — A total of 28 cazxdidaxes are vying for seats hx 
fixe 12-seat board of the Amman Chamber of Commerce which 

will bold elections Monday. The candidates are grouped in four 
different blocs in addition to five independents, aocord^g to Isam 
A1 Khatib, head of the election oommxRee. 

Jumaa, Edris exhibit at Yarmouk 

ZRBID (Petra) — Jordanian artists Mahmoud Assad Jumaa, and 
Edris Jarrah opened a j^astic arts exhibition at YarmOixk 
University Saturday, displaying 40 paintings. These depict daily 
life in Jordan, the national heritage and Arab culture. 


Lawzi, Arabiyat 
receive British 
parliamentarians 

est ablish ibe right basis for real 
peace in fixe re^on, he said. Tbe 
stage in tbe region is set for real 
peace in spite of aD the ennent 
crises, be said, boping that 00 - 
existenoe and understanding re- 
(flaoe destruction. 

Tbe delegation was also re- 
ceived by Lower House of Parlia- 
ment Speaker Abdul Latif Ara- 
biyat. 

Arabiyat affinned to tbe de- 
legation tbe oobesiveness among 
Jordan’s leadership, hs govern- 
ment and people. He said Jordan 
was looking forward to adxieving 
justice and human rights for all 
peoples of the worid. 

Senate 

committee 
discusses 
Gulf 


AMMAN (Petra) — Upper 
House of Parliament Speaker 
Ahmad A1 Lawri Saturday re- 
ceived a two-member British par- 
iiaxnentary delegation, represent- 
ing tbe Conservative Pai^ and 
the Labour Party. 

Lawzi reviewed with tbe de- 
legation tbe history of the 
Jordanian-British relations. 

Referring to Nfiddle East prob- 
lems and Israel’s r ep re ssiv e mea- 
sures in the occupi^ Arab teni- 
tories, Lawzi stressed that these 
issues needed dialogue based on 
facts and consnltations. 

He said Jordan would maintain 
its respoosibiliiy towards peace 
despite aD changes in tbe regjon 
and wfll adhere to peace, human 
rights and international legitima- 
cy. 

Unking the Pulestiman issue 
with the Gulf crisis wfll help 


j A.MMAN (J.T.) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has^ 
met at the royal court 
Saturday with the Romanian ade 
to tbe Jordaman-Rouianian joint 
economic committee led by 
Dumimi Popesco and called for 
further development of 
Jordaxxian-Romanian coopera- 
tion in political and economic 
fields. 

I 

1 Tbe Crown Prince briefed the 
Romanian delegation on Jordan's 
position vis-a-vis the Gulf crisis 
and its ongoing efforts to solve 
the issue by peaceful means and 
in accordance with the intenia- 
tiona] legitimacy. 

Developments in the Gulf, fixe 
Prince said, ied to a sharp rise in 
0 x 1 prices that brought about dis- 
astrous oonsequenoes to poor na- 
tions and made the rich richer. 

% 

Referring to U.S. President 
George ''Bash^ initiative for a 
di^^uO- vntb' Ir^.-'tbe Clown 
Prince 'that Jofdw welcomes 
tins- -development as a -good 
diance for tbe attainment of 
peace. 

U.N. Security Council Resolu- 
tion 660 does not demand only 
that Iraq withdraw from Kuwait 
but afro called for immediate 
negotiations between Kuwait and 
Iraq, the Crown Prince noted. 

He said that fixe United Na- 
tions has not yet implemented 
Secmity Coimdl resolutions con- 
cerning other issues, and it is 
hoped that aU fixe region's issues 
wfll be settled one after fixe other. 

Popescu conveyed to tbe 
Prince Romania’s appreciation of 
Jordan’s recognition of the new 
Romanian govenunent and said 
that his country supports Jor- 
dan’s views for finding a peacefnl 
settlement for issues of the Mid- 
dle East whose security is linked 
unfix that of Enrope. 

Earlier in tbe day tbe 
Romanian-Jordanian joint eco- 
nomic committee wound up a 
week-long session of talks and 
signed minutes of their delibera- 
tions giving details abont agree- 
ments for expanding bilateral 


cooperation in trade and econo- 
mic fields. 

A statement at the conclusion 
of the talks said that Romania 
will import 65,000 tonnes of 
Jordanian [flxospbate from now 
xmti] tbe end of 1990 in imple- 
mentation of a deal signed in 
October 1990 between the Jordan 
Phosphate Mines Company 
(JPMC) and the Romanian im- 
porting company. 

According to that deal, Roma- 
nia -wiU import 2(X),000 tonnes of 
phosphate from now until tbe end 
of February 1991 and 400.0(X) 
tonnes during 1991. 

Tbe two sides agreed to create 
trade centres in Bucharest and 
Amman to seU national products 
directly to tbe public, according 
to the statement issued at the 
Kfinistry of Planning. 

- -In order to organise- lhe'''ex- 
diange of - trade and to increase 
the -volume of exchanged goods, 
the two sides agreed to renew a 
1982 special agreement for the 
settlement of payments through 
the Central Bank of Jordan 
(CBJ) and the Romanian foreign 
trade bank. Tbe 1982 agreement 
in this regard will now be re- 
newed for two more years, and 
wfll later be renewed automati- 
caUy unless either par^ desired 
otherwise, the statement noted. 

Referring to the economic and 
tedxnical cooperation, spedaUy 
in the exploration for oil. energy 
and in the field of electricity, the 
two sides voiced satisftiction with 
the performance of the Roma- 
nian companies which in tbe past 
carried out projects in these fields 
in Jordan; and Jordan welcomed 
Romanian firms’ partidpation in 
future government tenders to im- 
plement energy and oil projects 
in fixe Kingdom. 

In tbe fields of sdence and 
culture, tbe two sides agreed to 
sign an executive programme for 
cooperation in 1^1, 1992 and 
1993. The agreement to be signed 
in tbe first quarter of the coining 
year wxD aim at organising bi- 
lateral cooperation not only i:: 


culnira] and sdentific matters, 
but afro in questions relating to 
sdiolaiships offered by Romania 
to Jordanian students, the state- 
ment pointed out. 

Tbe two sides agreed 10 en- 
courage investment in either 
connery; and in this respect, the 
two sides initialled a formal 
agreement which will be signed 
srithin three months. Tbe two 
sides agreed to hold the commit- 
tee’s next meeting in Bnchares: in 
the last quarter of the coming 
year. 

The minutes were signed by 
Minister of Planning Khaled 
Amin AbduUah and the head cf 
the Ronianiaii delegation Dumit- 
ni Popescu. 


Opinion po 




I 


dpewisin 

Amman 

AMMAN (J.T.) — An opinion 
poll centre operating through the 
Arab Press Agency for Press and 
Publication has b^n opened in 
Jordan. 

The centre, the first of its kind 
in the country, conducts analysis 
of events and developments re- 
lated to the Gulf issue crying to 
sound out Jordanian people's 
views on fixe situation and ques^ 
tions related to peace or war in 
tbe retdon. visits to the rej^cn, 
like that carried oat recently by 
President Bush, consequences on 
the regjon in case of a war with 
Iraq, aixd other related topics. 

The new centre invited the 
local and foreign media and rep- 
resentatives of various embassies 
and Arab and foreign erganiss- 
tions to benefit from its servicss. 

It said that a group of ei^ris 
and oonsnlcants repre s enting va- 
rious Sectors were being invehrsd 
in fixe analytical and statistical 
processes condneted by the eszs- 
tre which is operated by Samir 
Hiyari, a journalist who is em- 
ployed by A1 Ra'i and tbe Jordan 
Times. 


Jordan marks World AIDS Day 

Number of victims rising; 
awareness programmes prepared 


AMMAN (Petra)— The Foreign | 
Affairs Conumtiee ac tbe Upper 
House of Parfiament Sanm^y 
discussed various a^xects of Jor- 
dan's position vis-a-vis fixe Gtxlf 
crisis and tbe latest poDtical de- 
velopments on that frsue in the 

light of tbe American initiative to 

open dialogue with Iraq. 

Tbe committee's rapporteur 
Hamad A1 Fazhan said tbe 
committee was concerned over 
^ hardened position of fixe Un- 
ited States w^ regaxd to the 

issue whidx could le^ to aggres- ' 
stoti on Iraq. Deputy Prime 
Minister Salem MsusaMleb and 
Foreign hC n i s aer Maiwan A1 
Qasem attended fixe meeting 
dxaiied Ahmad Al Lawzi. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — “World 
AIDS Day 1990” was observed 
here SatunJay by the United Na- 
tions Educational, ^entific and 
Cultural Organisation (UN- 
ESCO) whidx organised a day- 
long programme of discussions 
^fix spedaHsts designed to warn 
tbe public about the dan^rs in- 
here in tbe kfller disease AIDS. 

Director of the UNESCO 
office in Amman Mohammad 
Kazem reminded the audience at 
fixe opening meeting fixe results of 
the studies revealed to Arab 
health ministers in Damascus re- 
cently which disdosed that the 
number of AIDS victims was on 
the increase m tbe Arab region 
and in Asia. 

He said that UNESCO in coop- 
eration with the World Heatfix 
Organisation (WHO) and tbe 
United Nations Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF) had prepared an in- 
tenxational programme dedgned 
to spread awareness about the 
(fisease; this [»ogramme serves as 
an essentia! strategy to be 
adopted by countries against tbe 
^xread of the disease. 

Zobeir Zakariya, director of 
Students Afbixs at the Ministry 


of Education, told the meeting 
about fixe ministry’s efforts over 
fixe past two years to ^read 
awareness in schools about tbe 
killer disease. 

He said that 33 per cent of the 
sdxool graduates could be ex- 
posed to fixe disease because they 
travel abroad for studies and that 
the ministry bad been active over 
the past two years in distributing 
leaflets, showing documentary 
films and bolding meetings with 
students to spread awareness. 

“Worid ATOS Day has a 
cial place in the hl^ory of the 
AIDS pandemic since 1988. De- 
cember 1 has been a day of 
offering messages of compassion, 
hope, solidarity and undmtand- 
ing about AIDS to every country 
in the world, north and south, 
east and west,” said a statement 
issued by UNESCO Saturday. 

It said that Worid AIDS Day 
emerged from a caU, by the world 
smnniit of ministers of health on 

programmes for AIDS preven- 
tion in Janoaiy 198S, to open 
channels of communication. 
Strengthen the exchange of in- 
formation and expertise and 


forge a spirit of social tolerance. 

Tbe statement noted that since 
that meeting. World AIDS Day 
had received the support of the 
World Health Assembly, the Un- 
ited Nations Oiganisation, go'/- 

enunents, communities and indi- 
viduals around fixe world. 

Tbe statement said that World 
.AIDS Day was part of the global 
effort to meet the chaDenge cf 

AIDS, an epidemic that cen- 
tinaes to worsen in aD regions of 
the worid. 

Tbe statement estimated that 
by tbe mjd-1990s about 2S0,CC0 
cases of AIDS bad been reported 
to WHO from over 150 countries, 
but WHO estimates that there 
had actually been about TOO.CC’O 
cases per day. 

According to the statemeixt. 
World AD^ Day 1990 has a 
message that emphasises deter- 
mination to continue to increase 
awareness abont AIDS, streng- 
then the woridwide effort to stop 
the spread of disease by higbii^t- 

ing fixe impact on women, sup- 
port the screngthening of AIDS 
prevention and cioatrol activities, 

and promote support and care for 
AIDS-infected persons. 









• • 


JORDAN TIMES, SUNDAY, DECKMBEIR).'^ 


Jordan Times 


An Anb poihical prfjlahcd m Enf(i* by ibe Indm Pn» Foaadi 

EsoMcribcJ l47S 

i Ul ^ itjUi'Jif >*-l ®— Mp- irlA Vof >»6 


i— yp ^ vj4i5V 


Cbainnan the Board of Directors: 

MAHMOUD AL KAYED 

Director General: 

MOHAMMAD AMAD 

Editor'iD-Cluef: 

GEORGE S. HAWATMEH 

Editorial and advertising offices: 

Jordan Press Foandation« 

Univenity Road, P.O. Box d710, A mm a n , Jordan. 

Telephones: 667I7I/6, 670141-4 
Telex: 21497 ALRAI JO 
Facsimile: 66 1242 

The Jordan Times is published daily except Fridays. 
Suixcription and advertising rates are avail:djle from the 
Jordan Times advertising department. 


Talks’ will hopefully 
lead to 'negotiations’ 

EV THE wake of U.S. President George Bush's offer to 
engage Iraq in *'talks,” the eyes of the world are bo^ 
dissecting the scope and dimensioiis of such dialogue. To 
begin with there is indeed a very thin line between 'talks'* 
and “negotiatioxis,” with the latter signifying more give and 
take than the former. During the last four months Bush was 
saying that there was nothing to talk about. Friday's 
reversal of stance suggests something fondamental has 
changed. The remarks of U.S. Secretary of State Janies 
Baker sbed more light on the nature of the iHojected 
dialogue between Washington and Baghdad. In h^hligfating 
his govemment's preparedness **to discuss all aspects of the 
Gulf crisis," BakW seems to keep the door wide <q>en for 
broad negotiations between the two sides rather t ha n jnst 
formal talks on ways and means to Implement the 12 U.N. 
Secu r ity Connefl resolotions cm the Kuwaiti crisis. Even 
when Bush and Baker coupled their bold decision to talk 
with Iraq with a firm and grim reminder that the U.S. 
woold not waver in its demand For total Iraqi withdrawal 
firom Kuwait, restoration of the Kuwaiti government and 
release of afl foreign oationaJs held in Knwaft and Iraq. The 
absence of the hitfaerto firm request that any such en visaed 
Iraqi withdrawal most be unccmditioiial would suggest that 
there is indeed a dramatic and profound transformatiem in 
the U.S. position. The mneh hailed U.S. peace overture, 
ffaerrfore, caUs for negotiatioiis on the terms and cooditioDS 
of any Iraqi withdrawal firom Kuwait. There is suspidem 
that the peace offer by Bush was the price that Washington 
may have bad to pay to get the consent of the. Security 
ConneS members to tow Us line cm resoloticm 678. The 
resolnticm oslensibiy authorised the rescKt to force against 
Iraq. More refevant Chan this is the American public opinion 
and the anti-war poeitio^y many endnent members of the 
U.S. Congress. The leaders of tbe.f^ngress have pot their 
Chief Executive cm aoike thatfjtfii^- win not tolefate' a 
personal dedsiem Co war witbemt the advise and 

consent of Congress. 

Yesterciay it was Iraq's turn to redprocale this peace 
overture. Baghdad's decision to respemd in knid to this U.S. 
offer of dialogue thus offers mt opening that needs to be- 
ddicatdy xinrtnred and developed lest it abort prematnrdy. 
But from now on words and actions need to be carefully 
chosen to avoid a miscarria^ of the peace option. The world 
has gone oot of its way to get to this point ai^ it must not be 
allowed to sDp away. For over a decade, Washingtem and 
RnghrfaH ^ere cm tte best terms and there b no reason 
whatsoever why the two countries cannot once again w ork 
cm the same wavelength. Iraq paid deariy in order to check 
the esMToachment of the Khomeini threat against the entire 
Gulf region. The geopolitical role of Iraq today remains the 
same as yesterday. There is no odier power in the regiem 
that can still thwart any foreign threat against the smaller 
Arab Gnlf states. It would be ntteriy fooiisfa to hnagiiie that 
foreign designs on the Gulf have fundamentally changed. 
There is a grea t deal, ther ef or e , that unites Iraq with tiie 
U.S. cm the need to mamtain security and stabSity in the 



Jordanian newspapers Sah:: 'jv mve guarded welcome to the 
app a rent change in American pou..'>' with regard to Iraq, and 
President Bush's decision to open a di^ogue with Baghdad before 
any withdrawal of Iraqi forces from Kuwait. AI Ra'i daily said the 
Arabs hope (hat the meetings between the two leaderships, as 
suggested by Bush, would not be re&niaed to giving the Iraqis an 
olnmatum or a new threat. The Bush statement could usher in a 
real development in the L'.S. administraiion's stand vis-a-vis the 
Gulf issue, and it is hoped that this development would have a 
strategic dimension, and cot serve as a mere tactic for the tinie 
being, added the paper. For its pan. Iraq had been extending a 
band to Wasfaing:ton even when the Bush administraticni was 
escalating the tension and beating the drums of w-ar loudly to 
intimidate Iraq; and the Iraqi leaders did not abandon the quest 
for peace altfacMigb they had ^en announcing their determination 
to fight and defend the Iraqi soil should an aggression be launched 
on the Iraqi people, the paper noted. AH along the Iraqis did nen 
show any ad^ant position except with regard to their rights, and 
they had been dedaring that they want a peaceful settlement to 
the Gulf issue along with other outstanding problems, the daily 
said. 

AJ Dustour daily welcomed Bush's announcement, but said that 
any dialogue under the umbrella of Security Council Resotutiou 
678 is not feasible and should cake the fprm of direct negotiations 
between Baghdad and Washington. paper said if America 
wants to solve the issue by peaceful means, it ought to offer 
ooDcesssons. and not to repeat threats which were not aooepted by 
Iraq. The paper noted that unconditional Iraqi withdraw^ from 
Kuwait would mean American forces moving in, to occupy rhgt 
country and replace the Iraqis in a position where they can 
thre^es Iraq. Tbeiefore, it asked which forces should replace the 
Iraqis hi Kuwait, and would the Axab-Israeli conflict remain 
shelved after Iraq has given up Kuwait? This question must be 
asked now before any further steps, because of the Arab Nation's 
bitter experience with Washington which bad been supporting the 
Israeli occupation and aggression, the paper pointed out. We 
realise that Bu^'s aim is not only to liberate Kuwait, but also to 
strip the Iraqis from their power and arms; offering a great favour 
and service for the Israelis, enabling them to maintain their 
occupation of Arab lands in Palestine, the paper oontinued. It 
said dhat Bush's statement is shrouded with suspicion since, be 
said, that the invitation to Aziz and the coming meetings 
cocstituie another step in the efforts for peace. 


Did Bush blink first? 


By Deborah Zabarenko 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON — From ear- 
ly in the Gulf crisis, the qnes^ 
don has been: *Vbo will blink 
first. Bush or Saddam?" 

Latest U.S. diplomatic 
moves have convinced some 
analysts that George Bush's 
eyelids are starting to flutter. 

On Friday, after the U.N. 
Security Council endorsed 
“last resort*’ military action to 
force Iraq to leave Kuwait, the 
U.S. president offered to send 
Secretary of State James Baker 
to Bagfa^d and to receive Ira- 
qi Foreign Minister Tareq Aziz 
at the White House. 

Iraq on Saturday accepted 
“the idea of the invitation and 

the meeting.'' 

Bush denied Chat his gesture 
bad made him look weak in the 
eyes of the world and those of 
Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein. 

“That’s not what this is ab- 
out," he cold a news confer- 
ence on Friday. 

"This is to be sure that he 


(Saddam) understands how 
stion^y die preridenc of the 
United States feels about im- 
plemen^g to a T, without 
con ces s io n, the United Na- 
tions' postions.” 

But some analysts see sgds 
of conoessioa in Bash's new 
wiUnigness to talk to B^hdad 
without prior withdrawal of 
Iraqi t r oop s &om Kuwait. 

*Tt does send a signal to the 
world and to OUT aflics. and tiie 
ggna! is: The bargaining has 
begun.” Michael Mande- 
Ibanin. a foreign policy expert 
at the Johns Hopkins school 
for advanced international stu- 
dies, told Renters. *Tt's not a 
blink, but it is a flutter." 

Hiere seemed to be plenty 
of what Mandeibaum and 
others call horse-trading on the 
way to the Security Council 
vote, which followed gruelling 
(fif^ooiatic tours by B^er and 
Bush. 

"The Bush-Baker team is 
developing a reputation for 
precisely this mo^ of opera- 
tion." said Andrew Goldberg. 


a policy analyst at the Centre 
for Strategy and International 
Studies. 

"It generaUy s t ar ts out with 
a vety tough rhetorical fine, 
then fedkiws a lot of interna} 
poiiti^ battiing in which the 
president finds biniself bleed- 
ing from a tiKHisand oxts and 
be gives away at the tactical 
level things be would never 
«ve On the strategic level,” 
Gddbexg said in an interview. 

He thought a compfotnise 
with Iraq was probably in the 
offing, but ai^ed that any 
appearance of American weak- 
ness would make it more likely 
that Arab nations would defect 
from the multi-national coali- 
tioD against Iraq. 

As part of the horse-trading 
leading up to the U.N. vote. 
Bush received Chinese Foreign 
Minister Qian Qidien at the 
White House, resuming the 
kind of high-level talks that 
were banned after the 1989 
Tiananmen Square massac r e. 

China subsequently re- 
frained from vetoing tbe U.N. 


" fo r c e " resolution. 

Winston Lord, fonner U.S. 
ambassador to China, wonied 
that the mcetiiig would be used 
in the govermnent-oontzoDed 
Chinese press "to teU the 
Chinese people tiiat in effect, 
Hanatunen Square is being 
forgotten and it's more or less 
bttsiaess as usual." 

Bnt be noted that tradeoffi 
were generally necessai^ edien 
Crying to marf**»* an iniezna- 
tional coalition, as tiie Bush 
administration has done. 

Mandeibaum agreed that 
tradeoffs, however unpalat- 
able, are basic component of 
modern dfolomacy. 

But he saw something pecui- 
iai m Bush's assertion that 
Baker was being sent to Bagh- 
dad to convince Saddam of the 
seriousness of U.S. intentions 
in the Gulf. 

"If 400.000 troops in Saudi 
Arabia didn’t do h," Mande- 
Ibaum said, *T donT know 
whether the idea of James 
Baker showing up at the axr- 
pon in Baghdad is going to do 
it." 


Iraqi response to Bush initiative 


BAGHDAD (R) — Following 
are excerpts from a statement 
issued Saturday by Iraq's Re- 
volutionary Comxnand. Coun- 
cil accepting U.S. President 
George Bush's offer for Gulf 
crisis talks. 

The translation by Reuters 
and is based on an Arabic text 
issued by the Iraqi News Agen- 
cy- 

"We have been informed of 
the statements made by Bush 
yesterday as reported by news 
agencies and in which be prop- 
osed inviting the Iraqi Foreign 
Minister, (Tareq Aziz), to 
Washington to meet him and 
proposes sending his foreign 
minister (Secretary of State 
James Baker) to Baghdad to 
meet with the presidem. leader 
Saddam Hussein. 

"...Tbe enemy of God. the 
arrogant president of the Un- 
ited States George Bush had 
oonsistentiy oppo^ dialogue, 
expr e s s ing his hatred of Arabs 


and Muslims and all those who 
believe in Allah and the 
world's human values. 

"in line with our principles 
and tbe morals and principles 
Allah has asked us to be oom- 
mitted to, we accept tbe idea of 
the invitation and tbe meeting. 
When we officially receive the 
invitation, those concerned in 
Iraq and their counterparts in 
tbe United States will agree on 
the dates of tbe exchanged 
visits and the practical arrange- 
ments which suit both sides. 

"(The decision to accept was 
made) despite the fact that the 
Bush invitation for meetings 
came after be amassed all that 
be amassed from brutal mi^t 
on tbe holy lands of Arabs and 
Muslims, despite the unjust 
resolutions he issued through 
what was called Security Coun- 
cil resolutions against the peo- 
ple of Iraq, despite tbe arro- 
gant tone which he used in his 
invitation and that tbe invita- 


tion came in a peculiar way 
away firom the norms followed 
by those who desire a serious 
(fialogne and not an act of 
showmanship designed to jus- 
tify what be had already de- 
cided on — laundiing aggres- 
sion against Iraq. 

"In view of the fact chat tbe 
invitation for meetings in- 
cluded an unclear idea whose 
motives are unclear too — that 
is to say tbe American presi- 
deai's invitation to a number 
of ambassadors to attend tbe 
meeting between him and the 
Iraqi foreign minister — we 
shall ask the American side for 
clarifications and reasons. 

"If the American side sees it 
as necessary. Iraq will invite on 
hs part the presence of repre- 
sentatives nations and 

parties linked to the outstand- 
ing issues in tbe Arab region to 
attend the meetings with the 
American administration 
whether in Washington or 


Baghdad after consulting the 
concerned parties and on the 
basis of reciprocation. 

"In any case, our endeavour 
win be, as it has always been, 
to conduct a profou^y se- 
rious dialogue and not pro 
forma meetings as the Amer- 
ican president wants it to use as 
a pretext before the AmericaD 
and world public opinions and 
the international community to 
achieve tbe objectives whidi 
he bad planned in tbe first 
place. 

"Iraq will endeavour to fol- 
low up and broaden any win- 
dow for dialogue rather than 
the language of tiireats. 

"The principles mduded in 
the initiative of the president, 
leader Saddam Hussein on 
Aug. 12, 1990 will be our guide 
in every serious dialo- 
gue...Palekine and other occn- 
pied Arab territories will be at 
the fiorefroDt of the issues dealt 
with in any dialogue." 


Sunday’s Economic Puise., 


* • * . 

Budget speech toda^ 

By Fahcd. FAnek 

. • • • ' 

Mr. Bassel Jardaneh, miiiister of finance, is scheduled to presem- 
the draft of the awaited budget for 1991 to Pariiament today, 
customary in Jordan tbat tbe speech by tbe niin^ CT o f finance ni ? 
this anniTfli occasion deals not only wito the main featura of the ^ 
budget as such, but also with tbe actual performance of thcT 
jMdanian economy in tbe past year, and tbe andysb ai^: 
projections of the national economy's probleoB and objectives in: 

file coming year. _ J 

No doubt, the Gulf crisis and its motive impact on w 
Jordanian economy will be tiie central point in the expose. T!w 
speech is definitely ex pected to refiect on die fi nanc i al perform- 
ance during tbe first half of 1990, i.e., beto the crisis, and vfiff ' 
hi^jligbt the economic objectives and poOdcs for 1991. 

Before the Golf crisis erupted in Angnst 1990, we used to fiscoss 
growth, progress, and success of toe economy. Now^ays, toe 
fofr ai point is how to contain the difficulties, and mhmiifs e the ^ 
fosses, so that the damage will not develop into a death blow, or 
become a signal of.fatai retreat as desired and hope^by the 
enemies of ^ oountzy. . . 

There was a lot of successes and adiievements prior to the 
crisis, which toe immster can demonstrate, but there is alqt more 
of di^nges and difficulties facing toe economy after toe crisis, 
whidi toe minister elaborate upon and pot toem in the right 
framework. He is expected to present and analyse the polida and . 
measures taken by toe government to withstand toe crisis and 
reduce toe damages. 

Tbe speech by toe minister may not overlook the economic 
adjustment jn r> gi a tHm«» which was put into effect as of April 1989. 
It is evident now that toe adjustment progimnme needs to be 
adjusted to take into account tbe new set of circumstances. The ; 
government is required to come up with a new programme as tbe 
current crisis jus^es revirion of toe {dan but not toe abandon- 
ment of toe adjustment effort. 

*rhe miniCTer of finance was of course one of toe most eloquent 
s{>eakeis for Jordan in the international arena abroad, es{)edany 
in making Jordan's case for damages and toe right for compensa- 
tion. It is now high time for him to have a word at home, 
addressed to Pariiament and toe people to place the dam ages in 
their real peispectzve without exaggeration or understatement. It 
should be made abondantly dear that Jordan lost, but it is 
defiantly able to survive and overcome the toffiozlties, and posh 
ahead, seeking alternatives and new o{)portanities to mmimiMi tbe 
losses. 

Many deputies and commentators will refiect on tbe s{)eech of 
toe of finance presenting toe new bndgeL* But it should 

be pointed out that tbe speedi is only an mt^uction to and 
eiaboration on tbe budget. The speech comprises toe views and 
convictions of the minister, udiich many may share and others 
■may contradict. Tbe real evaluation of tte budget should depend 
basically on its numbers, and on whether or not the revenue and 
expenditures are realistic and form the right response to the 
cxrcumstanoes and realities that it is meant to address. Composi- 
tion and prose are important but the figures are crucial. 

What needs the ^proval of tbe Lower and Upper Houses of 
toe Pariiament is of course the budgiet, not toe speedi. HOoweverv 
our previous experience with the minister of finwoe justifies our^ 
expectation of a (fistinguisfaed qreecfa, that will, hopefully, 
resolve many positions and policies that are either not daxffied or 
not formulated yet to deal with toe emrent financial and economic 
(fifficulties. 


Bush doubts sanctions alone willforce iraqi puflout 
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Going the *extra mile 
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WASHINGTON — Although 
Prerident Bush believes toe Un- 
ited Nations sanctions imposed 
on Iraq following its invarion of 
Kuwait "clearly... are having 
some effect," he expressed doubt 
Nov. 30 that those measures 
alone wiH compel Iraq to with- 
draw from Kuwait and restore its 
legitimate government. 

"I can’t tell you that the sanc- 
tions alone will get toe job done." 
be said at a White House news 
conference, "and thus. I welcome 
yesterday’s United Nations ac- 
tion" authorising tbe use of all 
necessary means to liberate 
Kuwait from Iraqi occupation if 
the troops are not withdrawn by 
Jan. 15. 

Bush pointed out that toe osw 
democracies of Eastern Europe 
and the developing countries in 
Africa and tbe Western hentis- 
phere "are being severely dam- 
aged by toe economic effbets" of 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein's 
aggresrioD. 

The president said those who 
feel that there is no penalty for 
"waiting months and months" for 
toe sanctions to force Iraqi com- 
pliance with the U.N. resitoitions 
"most oonrider tbe devastating 
damage being done every day to 
tbe fragile economies of those 
countries that can afford it the 


want peace. I want peace, not war, bot if there 
must be war, we wOl not permit our tnx^ to have 
their hands ded behind their backs, and I pledge 
to yon there will not be any mnri^ ending, if one 
American soldier has to go into battle, that soldier 
will have enough force behind h™ to win wwi then 
get out as soon as possible, as somi as the U.N. 
objectives have bera achieved. I will never, ever 
agree to a halfway effort.’ 


Following is the transcript of 
tbe prerident's statement and tbe 
news co nferen ce winch followed: 

Bash: I have a statement, an 
o{>enmg statement, that is a Uttic 
longer than normal and I'd ask 
your indulgence, and then I win 
be glad to respond to questions. 

We're in tbe Gulf berause the 
world must not and cannot re- 
ward aggression. And we’re there 
because our vital interests are at 
stake. And we’re in the Gulf 
because of the brutality of Sad- 
dam Hussein. We're dealing with 
a dangerous dictator all too will- 
ing to use force, who has weapons 
of mass destruction and is seekiog 
new ones, and wbo desires to 
control one of toe world's kev 
resources — ali at a time in 
history when toe rules of the 
pori-ooid war world are being 
written. 

Oar objectives remain what 
they were since toe cutset. We 
seek Iraq's immediate and uncon- 
ditional withdrawal from Kuwait. 
We seek toe restoration of 
Kuwait's legitimate govemincnt. 
We seek toe release of all hos- 
tages and toe free fcnctioning of 
ail embassies. And we seek the 
stabdity and security of thiv critic- 


al region of tbe wofid. 

We are not alone in these goals 
and objectives. Tbe United Na- 
tions. invigorated with a new 
sense of purpose, is in full agree- 
ment. Tbe U.N. Security Council 
has endorsed 12 resolutions to 
condemn Iraq's unprovoked inva- 
sion and occupation of Kuwait, 
implement tou^ economic sanc- 
tions to stop all trade in and out 
of Iraq, and authorise toe use of 
force to compel Saddam to 
comply. 

Saddam Hossein has tried ev- 
ery way he knows how to make 
this a fight between Iraq and tbe 
Umxed States, and dearly, be has 
failed. Forces of 26 other nations 
are standing shoulder-to-shoulder 
with our troops in the Gulf. Tbe 
fact is that it is not the United 
States against Iraq, it is Iraq 
against toe world, and there's 
never been a clearer demonstra- 
tion of a world united against 
appeasemem and aggresrion. 

Yesterday's U.N. Security 
Coimcil resolution was historic. 
Once again, the Security Coundl 
has enhanced the legitimate 
peacekeeping function of toe Un- 
ited Nations. Until yesterday, 
Saddam may not have under- 
stood what he's up against in 
terms of worid opinion, and I 
hopeful that now he will realise 
that be must leave Kuwait im- 
mediately. 

Tm continnally asked bow 
effective are the U.N. sanctions 

— towe pot into effect on Ang. 6 

— and i don't know the answer to 
that question, dearly, tbe sanc- 
tions are having some effect but I 
can't tell you toat tbe sanctions 
akme will get toe job done. And 
tons T welcome yesterday's U.N. 
action, 

Tbe fledghng democracies in 
Eastern Enrt^ are being severe- 
ly damaged 'ny toe economic 
^ects of Saddam's actions. The 
developing countries of Africa 
and in our bemispbere are being 
victimised by tins dictator’s rape 


of* bis neighbour. Kuwait. 
Those who feet that there is no 
down side to waiting months and 
months must coosic^ the devas- 
tating damage being done every 
day ' to the fragile economies ctf 
those countries that can afford it 
the least. 

And. as Chairman Alan 
Greenspan testified jnst the other 
day. the increase in ofl prices 
renting directly from Iraq's in- 
vasion is hurting our country, 
too. And our economy, as I said 
tbe other day, is at best in a 
serious slowdown. And if uncer- 
tainty remains in the energy mar- 
kets. tbe slowdown will get 
worse. 

Tve s{)eUed out once again our 
reasons for sending troops to the 
Gulf. Let me tell you the things 
that concern me most. 

Hist, I put toe immorality of 
the invasioQ of Kuwait itself. No 
nation should rape, pillage and 
brutalise hs neighbour. No nation 
should be able to wipe a member 
state of the Unhed Nations and 
the Arab League off tire face of 
the earth. And I'm deeply con- 
cerned about all toe hostages, 
innocent people held against their 
will in direct contravention of 
intemationai law. And then 
(here's this cynical and brutal 
policy, forcing people to beg for 
their release, parcelling out hu- 
man lives to fomifies and traveU- 
tng emissaries like so much 
chattel. 

‘Tm deeply concerned about 
our own embassy in Kuwait. The 
flag is still flying there: a handfril 
of beleaguered Americans re- 
main inside the embassy, unable 
to cotnc and go. This treatment of 
our embassy violates every civfi- 
ised principle of topiomacy. And 
it demeans our people, it de- 
means oar country. And I am 
determined toat this embassy, as 
(xUled for onder Security Council 
Resolution 674, be fully rq^e- 
nished and our people free to 
come home. 


What kind of precedent will 
these actions set for toe friture if 
Saddam's violation of Intema- 
tional law goes uncfaallen^d? 

Fm also deeply concerned ab- 
out toe future of Kuwah itself. 
The tales of rape and assasana- 
doo. of coldblooded murder and 
rampant looting, are almost 
beyOTd belief. The whole dril- 
ised world must unite and say this 
kind of treatment of {people must 
end and those who violated the 
Kuwaiti {>eople must be brought 
to justice. 

I'm deeply concerned abont 
Saddam's eff^orts to acquire nuc- 
lear weapons. Imagme his ability 
to blackmail bb neighbours, 
should he possess a nuclear de- 
vice. We've seen him use cfaemic- 
al weapons on hb own people. 
We’ve seen him take Ids own 
country, one that should be weal- 
thy and prosperous, and turn it 
into a poor country, all because 
of insatiable ai^tite for militaiy 
eq uip me n t and conquest. 

Fve been asked why I ordered 
more troops to toe Gulf. I remain 
hopeful that we can adiieve a 
peaceful solution to tins crisb. 
But if foroe b required, we, and 
tbe other 26 countries who have 
troops in the area, will have 
enough power to get the job 
done. 

In our country, 1 know that 
there axe fears about another 
\^tnam. Let me assure you, 
should military action be re- 
quired. thb will not be another 
'^ctnam. This will not be a prot- 
racted drawn-out war. *1110 forces 
arrayed are different; the o{>posi- 
tion is different; tbe resupply of 
Saddam's military would be very 
different; tbe countries united 
against him in toe United Nations 
axe different, the (opografriiy of 
Kuwait b different, and toe 
motivation of our all-volunteer 
force is superb. 

I want peace. I want peace, not 
war, but if there must be war, we 
will not permit our troops to have 
their himds tied beldnd their 
backs, and I pledge to you there 
win not be any murky ending. If 
one American soldier has to go 
into battle, that soldier will have 
enough force behind him to win 
and then get out as soon as 
porable, as soon as the U.N. 
objectives have been achieved. 1 
will never, ever agree to a half- 
way effort. 

Let me repeat. We have no 
argument with the people of Iraq. 
Indeed, we have only friendship 
for toe people there. And, frntii- 
er. I repeat that we have no 
desire to keep one siiigle Amer- 


ican soldier in toe Golf a single 
day longer than b necessary to 
acUeve tbe objectives set out 
above. 

No one wants to see a {>eac^hl 
solution to tins crisb more than I 
do, and, at toe same time, no one 
b more detezmined toan I am to 
see Saddam's aggression re- 
versed. 

And lastly, people now caution 
{jatience. Tlie United Stati» and 
the entire world have been pa- 
tient. I will oontinne to be {»- 
tient. bnt yesterday’s UJ^* ^ 
solntion, tile 13tol^ the Security 
Council, {ffoperfy says to Saddam 
Hussein, “time b running out. 
Yon must leave Kuwait, and 
we've given you time to do jnst 
exactly that." 

Many {reople have talked 
directly to Saddam Hussein and 
to hb fore^ minister, Tareq 
Aziz. All have been frustrated by 
Iraq’s ironclad insistence that h 
wiU not leave Kuwait. 

However, to go the extra mile 
for {)eace, I wiH issue an invita- 
tion to Foreign bfinbter Tareq. 
Aziz to come to Wariimgton at a 


mutually convenient time during 
tbe latter part of toe week of Dec. 
10 to meet with me. And' Fh 
invite ambassadors of several of 
our coalition partners in the Gulf 
to join me at that meeting. 

to addition, I am Secret-^ 
ary James Baker to go to Bagh- 
dad to see Saddam Hussein, and L 
uuU suggest to Iraq’s prerident 
that he receive tbe secretary of 
state at a mutually oemvenient 
time between Dec^ber 15. and 
Jan. 15 of next year. 

Within toe mandate — wiflnn 
the mandate of the U.N. resetoh- 
tions, I will be {>re{>ared, and so^.. 
will Secretary Baker, to discD^ 
all aspects of the Gulf oirisr 
However, to be vety dear about 
these efforts to exhaiist all means 
for achieving a political and di-- 
{tiomatic solution, I am not sag-' . 
gesting tiiat dbcnssions toat 
result in anything less than Icatj^s 
complete withdrawal from 
Ktnrait, restoration of Kuwait's 
legitimate government, and free- 
dom for all hostages. 

(Coatimied on page ^ 


Bush offer draws support 


(CoBtfamed ftaa page ]) 


the Foreigo Office tt e iiieu t sakL 
A Foreigo OfGoe spokesmao imM 
Britain bad bee n notified in advance 
of Boshls statement. 

lesfiaa Fotex^ \fiutter Gianm de 
Mkhelb said Bush'S bixtiative "seems 
to me a good thing." 

"The fwa that die United 
the most unporiant oountiy in 
West, makes a step of this type can 
only be seen with frvoor by a oountry 
Uke Italy whidi in the next six weeks 
(throoriti (be end of its European 
Commonhy president) win leave no- 
thing mxtuxiied in exploriDg aO «nMMi« 

(hat can lead to a peaee^ soiotioa to 

the era»." de said. 

De hfidieits, spcakmg to i qxtrte n 
in Venice, said be had not been 
infotmed m advaooe of Bash's ded- 


"We have been on dot 

and readiness smoe the Gntf crin 
erupted foor mamhs ago," Aiens srid 
on Israel Raffio. Hie said radar and 
anti-anciaft mstaHaiibijs were foBf 
staffed and the air force hlid 'diaiigBd 

Xtft tnndD^ pgPim Jmirwik^ 

Newqtueis in the o3-ridi Arab 
states XU me GnlL all b it l edy and- 
Iraq, stressed that Tbmsday’s United 
N atioM Security Gotmdl resototiOD 
antfaorisitig the U.S.-Ied nniltmafioiH 
al force in die regioa to take mOitsfy 
aoioa if Iraq does not withdraw from 
Kuwait 1^ Jan. 15 underfilled the 
need for a tfiaiogDe to ptev eot a 


Juan Lena called Bush'* efier pori- 
tive. Tbe Spanisfa government np^ 
ported ail uutiatives that could lead to 
a peaoefal sohitioii, Tj— gaid hi 
Madrid. 

bnei kept rifent about the U,$. 
uner, but analysts wanted the sui- 

prise move logy be the fint stqt in an 
Americu "seOout" of Israel to win 
ooocessioos from Iraq. 

"The foir b that somehow die 
Untied States will pty with braefi 
Qurency for its SaDures irt the Gulf," 
said Eytan Gfiboa, a KfidcSe Em 
expett at the Hebrew Univenify. 

Defeooe KCnbter Mioshe 
•rid the U.S. offer was no reason for 
brad to lower in tmfitaty prepared- 


Shaijah's Al Khaleej daily arid:- 
"The oonstdown has b^tm. IM* 
plomatic patience is riuink^.. and 
.Iraq has to nndeistand that duzing the 
coming 45 days die war dedrion mB 
be taken if Baghdad re fus e s to yidd 
to mtematioual lepthnacy.'' 

In Iran, dm govermnent-cootioDed 

Eo^tth-langn^ Kayhan IhcenB* 


of the U . restrfuiioa "is that it is a 

1m ehMiry. far Sadriam HUSSein tO 

ooi^ witii tbe wisfacs of the woiid. 
coimminity. It gives hhn a **»«*<* in 
tWiifc vety seriously about dnogs.” 
Bat dsc paper coinpl a Bned dm 
Security Onmefi "ia this, as in pw|. 
decades, c^sn ap p ems to set as an 
aoxfiiaiy While House s^engr." 

It questioaed vtoetfaer die Soviet 
Uoaon, which as one of the eoupeff’s. 
five pemtanent menfoen "is loBj ia 
a position to cast a responsStfe, na- 
pritol vote BOW that it bra hera 
rednexd frtmi a moaofithie sii^etpo** 
er to an inxemaikand beggar." 
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‘Has the U.S.-led coalition blinked?’ 


(Cemtfaned from page 4) 

QnestsoB: Now that you have a 
dearcut U.N. resolutfoo on use 
^ force, doesn't that force you 
into a position — if thex mngf 
between die s e creta iy of «*ytf 
breat down — doesn't this force 
you into the positiai of having to 
□se force on Jan. 15 if Sarfriarri 
Hnssein hasn't left? And if not, 
won't we be seen as the one that 
Uinlced first? 

AnswenNo, foe date was not a 
dace at wfaidi pcfoit force had to 
be used. 

Q: Zf I oonid just foDow up with 
anofoer question. Axe yon going 
to ask Congress for aj^noval of 
this — this resolution? Would 
yon like to see Congress p»« the 
same land of resohnion as the 
United Nations? 

A: rd love to see fVingry« pass 
a restrintxoD enthnsaastically en- 
dormig what the United Nations 
has done, yes. But we'ie in con- 
snltstion on that, and I have no 
plan to can a spe^ sesaon. 

Bat we win continne our con- 
saltations. Hiey'n foUow, in- 
cidencaUy, today, this meeting 
with the leadership. So XU get a 
little better fed for that as we go 
along. 

Q: You say you're confident 
that American troops win prevail 
against Sadriam if caHed upon. 

A: Oh, absolutely. 

Q: But at vfoat price? How 
many Americans? 

A: Wen, I cant give you that. 
any fignres, of course. But 1 can 
say that foe movement of tins 
additional force safegnards the 
lives of every American and 
everyone of our allies in the Gulf. 

Q: In recent days, senior mem- 
bers of the administratioa have 
emphaticaUy reacted the idea of 
any special emissaries di- 
plomatic envoys to or from Iraq 
to dSscuss this on your part. What 
changed your mind, rii? 

A: 'Qie U.N. resolution, I 
think, has a good chan ce of nalc- 
ing Saddam Hnssein understand 
vfoat it is he's np against. I have 
not foil that be got the message. I 
hope this win do it. But I am 
convinced that these two direct 
meetings that I've dtscussed here 
win guarantee to an the pec^e of 
the worid, certainly to the Amer- 
ican people, that Saddam Hns- 
sein -- not misundeistand, not 
misimerpret — I ke^ hejuina 
‘*weU, people won't ave him 
news.” U nlik e the jxeadent of 
the United States, wto gets good 
news and bad news very frdfofh}- 
ly, I am told that ."Saddam Hus- 
sein’s troops don't bring him the 
bad news. And Fm told tiiat he is 
somewhat isolated. And 1 thmlr 
this U.N. resolution wiU he)4> in a 
sense to de-is<date him. And I 
think the two proposals that Fve 
made here wQl bc^. And so, it's 
just gomg the extra st^, that’s 
rriiat it is. And it's a dedrion that 
I personally made. 

Q: Yon indicate that tiiis date is 
not actnally a deadline for the nse 
of force, merely a date after 
whidi force woiild be permissi- 
bte. How do yon avoid foe im- 
piesriOD, should that date come 
and go without militaiy action, 
that the U.S.-Ied coatition has, in 
foct, Uinked? 

A: Wen, we’ve got to look at 
events at the time. But I don^ 
think there win ever be a percep- 
tion that the United States is 
going to blink in this situation. 
Thatis why X had some of the 
words in this statement foat I 
hsd. 

Q: You've just spoken about 
the weapons of mass destxncticm 


and nndear wesqxms, and also 
that one of yoiff goals is to try to 
reach stability in foe regfoo. G*n 
yw reach stability in the region 
with Saddam Hnssein in power? 

A: I think most country — 
members cS tiie United Nations 
— fed that there have to be some 

safegnards pm into effect in terms 
of goaranteemg foe secority and 
stabOhy of tlw Gulf. And so, 1 
would think that the status quo 
ante will not be enough* I 
dunk there vriQ be — there are 
sanctions in place now, and I 
think it would be very proper to 
discuss what those safeg w rds 
sboold be after there has been a 

— total oompHanoe with the Un- 
ited Nations resdutions. 

Q: I just noticed that when you 
were originally — when yon out- 
lined your goals you indiided 
stability in the region yon 
seemed to summarise them vfoen 
yon talk abom these talks with 
Saddam Hnssein, but you didn’t 

— yon only mentkmed the first 
thrre; you didn't mention stabil- 
ity in the regkm. 

A: Wdl was I tdking about the 
U.N. resolntions — winch secur- 
ity and stabOiqr I don't think was 
apart of the UJf. resolution. It is 
certainly part of the world’s 
objective, however, I d»nk foat 
imy be the technical d ifferen ce. 

But look, it is critical, and it is 
vezy, very impentant. 

Q: Do you take it from that 
communique that you've reooved 
there that the lia^ have the 
message and want to gKiriTfiaw 
foat as a potential tiqiwize? 

A: I don't know. It's too — it's 
the best qnestion, right on target, 
one that we were foscossing in- 
side. And I — let’s try to be 
optimistic and say tins is — tins 
could be a poritive sign. But it's 
so far short of compliance with 
internationai law that I can't be 
rejoicxitg. Bm it is a very interest- 
ing' development. 

Q: Let me ask you something' 
else. A1 Gme yesterxlay takes 
issue with your comments and the 
comments of some of yonr aides, 
such as Brent Sooweroft, about- 
Saddam being able to chum out a 
nddear weapon within a matter 
of months. Gore, who's had some 
private briefings apparently from 
some of these peo^, indicates 
that yonr administration's state- 


; At I -fosagree witii^ti^ senator, , 
and if he.vmts fogaSfifofe bn foif . 
future about the construction of 
atomic we^xms by Saddam Hus- 
sein, I don’t. And I know wbai 
the intdfigenoe says, every 1^ of 
it. And I can’t share h, obviously, 
because we don’t comment on 
intelKgeoee matters. But 1 am 
oonoenied, and tile very first time 
I spedee on tins subject, I think in 
August, I mentioned weapons of 
mass destruction, 1 believe, bnt 
certainly early on. And I am 
concerned abtm it. And if Sena- 
tor Gore has a difference of 
opinion and is not oonoexned 
about it, we jnst have an honest 


I am concerned about Saddam 
Hussein's attempt to accelerate 
the possesmon a — construc- 
tion or possession of a noefear 
weapori, and I mig^c as wdl share 
that as honestly as I can. 

Q: Are you saying yon think he 
conld de^op a warhead next 
year? 

A: Fm not giving you a ti™ 
frame, but there — you've seen 
the estimates, some ai ^riiidi, I 
gness, are aoenrate, in foe papers. 
And there's a lot of sdentistsfoat 
come down on different sides. 
And Senator Gore, Fm sure, is 


an intelligent fellow, and be — 
but I dtm't think he has access to 
absdutely all — maybe be does 

— but I am not going to err on 
the side of onderescimatKxi when 
it comes to this question. 

Q: Your announcement about 
Tareq Aziz and Seoetaxy Baker 

— haiw yon had any signals, any 
incficaiiODS from foe Iraqis, that 
they would welccme this, that 
they are indeed looidi^ for this 
kind of communicatim? 

A: No. The (mly thing Fve 
heard is that they want to talk. 
There's an opportunity, but no, I 
have not bad any — even di- 
plomatic agnals or ggnaiit of 
other kinfo. 

Q: And of tiiose 26 nations that 
you list m foe area, how many of 
those are equally committed to 
offensive action, rather than jnst 
defensive action? 

A: I can’t give you tiie answer 
to tiiat becanse 1 don’t really 
know. But 1 eiqiect that there is 
entimstasm in all quarters of 
those countries for foe U.N. ac- 
tion that was taken yesterday. 

Q: With all reflect, shouldn't 
you know bow many would fel- 
low your troops into battle? 

A: I know that sriiat I said is 
true about the — if we have to go 
into battle, and I am satisfied I 
know enough about that. I went 
over in det^, as one will ima^DC 
a president should because I have 
the responsibility as Commander- 
in-Qn^, afoat mi^t happen if 
we have to use force. 1 repeat, I 
hope weH never have to have one 
sii^je shot fired in anger. 

^ Iraq has been constantly 
calling for dialogue. Aren't you 
oonce r ned that those two mis- 
sions, Tareq Aziz and James Bak- 
er, will lead Saddam Hnssein to 
daim that foe United States is 
riiowing a sign of weakness? 

A: a^t? 

Q: That the United States is 
weakening? 

A: Becanse Baker goes to 
Baghdad? 

^ Aren’t you ooncerned that 
that would be the position of 
Saddam Hussein? 

A: No, Fm not. Fm concerned 
some might say thi« is an ultima- 
tum in aduch h is an effort to be 
sure that be understands the com- 
mitment of the United States, 
that be onderstands that anything 
tfaaris done most be done inside ' 
foe confines of the U.N. resolu- 
tions that have been parsed, that 
there will be no contingency. 
There can be no face saving, 
lilac's not aiiat this is about. This . 
B to be sore that be understands 
how strongly foe president of the 
United totes feels about im- 
plementing to a tee, without ccm- 
oesstons — the U.N. poshioD. 

And some have told me that 
he's not ge^g the message of 
how detennioed we are. And I 
can't think of any better way to 
do it at this Juncture, in the wake 
of the U.N. resolution, than this 
fryoe-to-feoe meeting. Fm not sore 
beH agree to it. 

Q: Arab experts suggest that 
Saddam Hussein has hinted in his 
remarks foat he would like to 
have some sort of deal, but he 
wouldn’t necessarily hold to his 
demands. Now you’re saying 
you're willing to meet with him. 
Are you willing to offer him 
anythfog in these meetings in 
retoxn for a pnlloat, sudi as a 
oonference on the Middle East? 
A: No. Those two items are total- 

separate. We’ve made that 
ve^, very dear. And what I have 
said is tlmt tins will be — this — 
these disenssions will be d<me 
within the U.N. mandate. Fm not 


all foat hopeful that what — that 
well get tng results out of all of 
this. IFs going the extra mile; it’s 
taking the extra step. But I can't 
tell you that I think we’re going to 
have great success on all of this 
because oar partnership in the 
world is together on the fact that 
we cannot su^ short of total 
fulfillment without condition of 
foe U.N. resolutions. 
fi: Wen. what then is the point of 
the meeting? Are you just de- 
livering ultim a t ums? 

Q; No, this isn't an ultimatum, 
at an. A^ 1 hope what it does is 
demonstrate tiiat we are prepar^ 
to go face to face and tell him 
bow committed we axe to foe 
U.N. resolutioas, Fve told you. I 
don't think be felt this oom- 
mitmenc. As I said earlier, be 
may feel it a little more strcmgly 
now that we did what many scep- 
tics thought couldn't happen — 
that the U.N. Security Coimdl 
did — and that is come together 
and pass tins very important re- 
solution. 

So one thing is, we got to — 
■he’s got to understand what foe 
alternatives are to complying with 
the U.N. resolution. And foe best 
toy to get that acras is ooe 00 one — 
Baker looking him ri^t in foe 
eye. Fve been told that be doesn’t 
necessarily believe that I am 
totally commined to what IVe 
been saying, and here's a good 
oj^rtunity to have him under- 
stand that, face to face. 

So we want to make foe case to 
him, direedy, for complying with 
the U.N. resolutions; make the 
case to him, from a secretaxy of 
state who’s incessantly worked to 
get this resolution through, of foe 
strength of the commitment of 
the international community. 
And then try to persuade him 
that — to reconsider his position 
and to take the steps necessary 
for a peaceful resolution of the 
crisis. 

But it isn’t, you know, a trip of 
concession. When you've done 
what he’s done, I don’t — I don’t 
see that there’s — there's room 
for concession, there’s room for 
giving something to save face. 
That's not the way you treat with 
aggression and we’re not going to 
treat h any differently tiusi Fve 
outlined here. 

Q: Yon mentioned foe damage 
~(hat hi^ o3 prices are doing to 
foe world economy. Should Saudi 
Arabia wd other producers share 
more of their windfall? 

A: I think they're dtmig a 
pretty good job in underwriting 
foe costs to various coimtries and 
helping third — third party coun- 
tries that have been hnrt by all of 
this. But I think everybody 
sbould go foe extra mile to help 
others. 

And I was pleased when I was 
talking in Mexioo, for example 
with Ftesident Salmas, that be is 
seUing oil at — frying to help the 
bnrefen by selfing oil at bargain 
prices off of this inflated world 
price. So I think everybody 
should fry to help. And I think 
the Sau(& have made a lot of 
commitments to coimtries in 
frying to help out, and I hope 
they'll continue to do that, and 
Fm confident they 

Q: If I could follow, ST, should 
Saudi Arabia have a militaiy 
draft? 

A: IbaFs for foe Saudi Ara- 
bians to decide. I don't think the 
United States needs one, indden- 
tally. 

If you ultimately feel that 
you have to ask Americans to 
support the use of force, what 
tbid, of course, means is that you 


have to ask some parents to give 
up the lives of foeir diildren. 
Az I know it. 

Q: And what I was wondering 
was. we all know how important 
your diildren are to you. Do you 
feel that this issue is important 
enou|^ to you that you could 
conceive of giving up one d then- 
lives for it? 

A: You know, you've put your 
finger on a very difficult question. 
People say to roc, “How nsany 
lives, how many lives can you 
expend?” Each one is predous. 
And I don't want to reminisce, 
but Fve been there. I know what 
it's like to have faUen comrades 
and see yoong kids die in battle. 

And it's only the president that 
sbould be asked to make the 
decision: Is it worth it? How 
many lives is h worfo? Is it worth 
it to commit one life, put one life 
in harm’s way to a^eve these 
objectives? And that’s why I want 
to get a peaceful resolutkm to this 


quesfroa. 

You ought to read my mail. It 
is so bean moving. Supportive, 
and yet. “please bring my Idd 
home. Please bring my husband 
home.” And it's a tough ques- 
tion, but the president has to 
make the right decision, and 
these are worldwide prindples of 
moral importance. And I wOl do 
my level best to bxing those kids 
home without one single shot 
fired in anger. And if a shot is 
fired in anger. I want to guaran- 
tee each person that their kid 
whose life is in harm’s way will 
have the mazimmn support, will 
have the best chance to come 
home alive, and will be backed up 
to foe hilt. 

And that’s why — because of 
that question that weighs on my 
mind, I added that language this 
aiontmg about bow this will not be a 
Vietnam. They can criticise me 
for moving force, and if we've got 


one Idd tbai’s apt to be in harm’s 
way, 1 want him backed up to the 
hflt by American firepower and 
others as well. And that's why 
Fm wofiting as hard as I am, not 
only to hold this coalition 
together, but to strengthen it. 
■A^ the best way to ^egoaid 
the lives of Anmiicans is for 
.Saddam Hussein to do that whidi 
be should have done Irag ago. 
And if force has to be used, the 
best way to safeguard lives is to 
see that you've got the best and 
you're willing to use h. And that’s 
my posture. 

Q: Well, ar, you seem to give 
— you and Jim Baker gjve foe 
otbm countries a dumoe to talk, 
and yon give the' United Nations 
a chance to talk, but you won't 
give the United Stales people a 
chance to debate with you. 

Q: Is there a questioa in there 
smnewliere? 

■4r Well, now, that's an absurd 


comment, from a bright person 
like you. That is absolutely 
absurd. Ihey're holding hearings. 
They’re talking. They have the 
power under the adjoununenc 
resojntioa to reconvene this mi- 
nute. Some in the House want to 
come back now. Some want to 

talk about it later on. Some in the 
Senate want to come right back 
now and immediately endorse 
Yriiat the presideat has done and 
what the Security Giundi resolu- 
tion is, and Fm for that. But some 
don't. And so consultation is 

going on. Please do not assign to 
me improper motives. We’re — 
they're talking right now. They’re 
having endless hearings by end- 
less experts up there, each one 

with a slightly difierem view. 
And that's the American way. 
And that's fine. And I know what 
the responsibilities of foe prea- 
dent are, and I am fulfilling those 
responsibilities. (USIS). 


Baker to Baghdad: Bush taps deal-maker for tough role 


By Carol GJacomo 
Reiixer 

Washington — The man 
Presidem George Bush wants to 
send to Baght^ to look Iraxp 
leader Saddam Hussein “right in 
the eye” is a shrewd tactician who 
believes in the art of the deal. 

Secretary of State James Baker 
has held some of foe toughest 
jobs in Washington, where horse- 
trading is a way of life. 

Now Bush feels that he should 
negotiate directly with the wfly 
and tough Iraqi leader, “looking 
him right in the eye” without 
bfinking. 

Baker, a 60-year-old mil- 
lionaire from Bush’s adopted 
home state of Texas, has be» a 
dose friend and political assod- 
aze of the president for 30 years. 

He served as treasury secretary 
and as a senior White House aide 


under former President Ronald 
Reagan and ran Bush's preaden- 
tial election campaign in 1988. 

His handling of Saddam could 
mean the difference between war 
and peace and profoundly affect 
Bush’s political future. 

Baker, who is often called 
“Mr. cautious,” assumed a low 
profile in foe days following 
Iraq's invasion of Kuwait on Aug. 
2. This led to speculation that be 
did not fully support Bush’s 
strategy Of de^tching thousands 
of troops to the Gnlf to deter Iraq 
from fuiiber aggression. 

But be has gradually emerged 
into tiie limelight as foe guiifog 
force behind Washington's Gulf 
policy. 

llreless dipkxnacy by Baker 
succeeded in bnilding up interna- 
tional support for a critical U.N. 
Security Council resolution au- 
tboriang force against Iraq if it 


faDs to withdraw its troops from 
Kuwait by Jan. IS. 

The resolntioo was adopted 12 
to 2 with one abstention on 
Thursday after Baker had under- 
taken a high-profile odyssey 
around the globe, meeting each 
of foe oooncxl’s 15 foreign minis^ 
ten. 

Aimed with tbe U.N. vote. 
Bush offered on Friday to “go the 
extra mile” by bolding direct 
talks with Iraq to fry to pxevent 
an increasingly likely war. 

In a televised statement, he 
offered to send Baker to Baghdad 
to meet Saddam in tbe second 
week of December. 

“He’s got to understand what 
the alternatives are to comply 
with the United Nations resolu- 
tion. And the best way to get that 
across is one-on-one. Baker look- 
ing him right in the eye,” Bush 
said. He also invited Iraqi Fore- 


ign Minister Tareq Aziz to 
Washington for talks in the White 
House. 

Like Bush, Baker is known as a 
moderate, pragmatic Republican 
vriio is drh^ more by political 
instinct than ideology. 

He bas no q>eci fi c background 
in foreign policy, but bas general- 
ly received hi^ marks as secret- 
ary of state. 

Analysts note his skillful hand- 
ling of German uni&ation and 
his estabfjshment of doser ties 
with the Soviet Umon. 

But Baker has been criticised 
for allowing the dose relations 
foe United States has with Israel 
to cfeteriorate and for poor hand- 
ling of the run-up to tbe Gulf 


Critics fault him for trot taking 
Iraq’s build-up of troops on the 
Kuwaiti border seriously enough 
before tbe invasion. 


Crown Prince 

(Contimied from page 1) 

we have stood for since Aug. 2 
and indeed before Aug. 2.” 

“We have always believed in a 
negotiated settlement at least be- 
tween two Arab countries,” he 
saidi “So, 1 hope that if in some 
small way we represeut a peace 
lobby, foat we have some effect 
in statement by foe president 
which this oountiy welmmes.” 

Tbe Crown Prince also express- 
ed hope that moves to resolve the 
Gulf crisis would evolve into con- 
crete measures to ensure security 
of the region. “I think that foe 
possibility of a conference on 
security and cooperation in the 
Kfiddle East region is invited by 
the Gulf aids and when tbe U.S’. 
speaks of institutional deterrenoe 
or security sfructuxes, my hope is 
that h is not a reference to a 
military presence or militaiismg 
of tbe region,” he said. “God 
knows we have enough of chat as 
it is.” 

What is needed, he said is “a 
proo^ of three root-maps: A 
political root-ffi^, an economic 
rooc-m^, given foe inequalities 
that exist in the region, and a 
weapons-of-mass-destrnction 
root-map where diplomatic and 
political pressure is brought to 
bear upon all in the region to 
drastically reduce military ex- 
penditure.” 

. In his interview with CNN, the 
Crown Prince expressed ooncem 


that Security Council Resolution 
678. Miicfa was adopted Thurs- 
day, endordng the use of force 
against Iraq ^xpeared to be loose- 
k^. “There is in that resolution 
no poinc of reference in the 
Swuri^' Council yet as to how 
tro(^ effiktively vrould fonction; 
foeie is no reference to foe Milit- 
ary .Staff Committee (of tbe 
U.N.) which should be a (ooordi- 
nirtdr), representing the perma- 
nent five (members of foe Secur- 
ity Council): there is no unified 
command as such,” he pointed 
out. 

Following are some of tbe 
questions and answers fnxn foe 
Crown Prince's interview with 
CNN: 

Q ue stio n : I understand that Presi- 
dent Bnsb bas been (on tbe 
pbone) with tbe Saudis and King 
Fabd today and President (Hos- 
ni) Mubarak (of Egypt) has been 
also on die phone with E^ng 
Fabd. Wbat do you think the 
Arab Worid is saying? 

Answer: 1 think that they are 
looking into this last chance re- 
soiotioa and indeed now the pres- 
ident's invitation and frying to 
define ffoat foe collective posi- 
tion of the afliawce will be. As 
you recall 12 other countries sup- 
ported foe mifitaiy build-up in 
tbe re^oD. However, there are 
nine Arab countries whidi have 
not opted for foe military option 
and military build-ap. I would 
hope they wiD be disciusing bow 
bea to tbe wounds in Arab 


ranks. God forbid that war took 
I^ace, particulaiiy Arab against 
Arab and Muslims against Mus- 
lims, the wounds would be very 
deep. So I would imagine one 
scenario is that they may be 
looking at the origins of the dis- 
putes. 

Q: As you know, we have talked 
recently with yonr brother- IDs 
Majesty King Hnssein. He has 
shed some li^t on what has been 
going on a little more specifically 
between Jordan and Iraq, 
suggested that Arab discussion 
had been going on within foe 
Arab community and that he may 
again travel to Baghdad some- 
time soon. If be does, do you 
think FSs Majesty will tallc Pi^- 
dent Saddam to accept foe deal? 

A: We have from tbe begmning 
insisted on inteniational le^tima- 
cy and our discosaon with Iraq 
very clear as far as accepting 
tbe deal. There is no 
deal strode yet. It is baacaUy 
unconditional withdrawal ; from 
Kuwait and foe restoration of foe 
emir which conforms with other 
positions. However, if tbe deal is 
Resolution 660 1 remind again of 
paragraph 3 which calls for direct 
negotiations between Iraq and 
Kuwait. So it is not a question of 
Iraqi acceptance but it is also a 
question of Arab acceptance. 
That means Santfi Arabia, Egypt 
and the other Arab members of 
the alliance. 


Bush 

(Condmied frtun page 1) 

Gnlf,” Tucker writes in foe New 
Republic magazine. 

Public approval of Bush’s 
h a n dli n g of foe crisis, as mea- 
sured polls, has shrunk from 
tbe 75 per cent to 85 per cent 
ran^ in tbe days after Ii^’s 
AugV2 invasion of Kuwait, to the 
51-57 per cent range now. 


Iraq 


(Continngd from page 1) 

Ridiaxd hfixon and Gerald Ford. 

“This act today fills me with 
foreboding,” he said in an inter- 
view on ABC television's “Night- 
line” programme. 

Kis^ger said in foe interview 
that it might be impossible to 
prevent otiter members of the 
international coalition who have 
sent troops to tbe region from 
starting foeir own negotiations 
with Iraq. 

He said the United States could 
lose its militaxy option after win- 
ning United Nations support for 
the use of force against Iraq. 

If a compromise was sfruck 
with Iraq then “not only is 
aggre^on rewarded but 400,000 
Americans have appeared in an 
area and have left again without 
having adiieved something that 
mi^t have been achieved with- 
out such a huge display of milit- 
aiy force,” he said. 
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Agassi survives near-upset, beats 
Australian in Davis Cup finals 


NBA ROUNDUP 


ST. PETERSBURG, Fiordia 
(AP) — A Tasmanian with a big 
serve gave Andre Agassi a devil 
of dme in the Davis Cup finals, 
bul the American blamed a virus 

for his near-upset. 

Agassi rwice rallied from a set 
down to beat Richard Fromberg 
4-6. 6-2, 4-6. 6-2, 6-4, Michael 
Chang then swept Darren Cahill 
6-2. 7-6. 7-4. 6-0 as the heavily 
favoured United $iates took a 2-0 
lead over Australia. 

The United States can clinch 
the best-of'five event Saturday if 
tbe doubles team of Rick Leach 
and Jim Pugh beats Pat Cash aixl 

John Fitzgerald. 

Agassi, ranked fourth in the 
world, said a ''horrible vims" — 
previously undisclosed — kept 
him from eating from Sunday 
through Tuesday and affected his 
game. 

“There's no question the virus 
has taken a toll on me," be said. 
“J was tired. I was much weaker 
than I ever thought 1 would be." 

In the fifth set, Fromberg won 
back-to-back games at love to 
dose the margin to 5-4, but Agas- 
si took the final game on his third 
rpatfh point with a forehand win- 
ner. 

Agassi said he had considered 
giving up his spot on the team in 
favour of Aaron Krickstein, but 
dedded 'Thursday that be felt well 
enough o play. 

"If I oould go back in'time. I 
think Aaron should be playing.” 
be said. 

Fromberg said he was not 
aware beforehand that Agassi 
had been ill. 

"And 1 wouldn't have ever 
thongfai be was sick boring the 
mau^, either." Fromberg said. 

“ITs lot of rubbish, really. 
Whenever he plays players that 
aren't ranked as high as him, he 
cries to put them down. I felt it 
was a very dose match and it 
oooid have gone either way.” 

With the finals in the United 
States for the first time since 
1981. a crowd of about 17.000 
was passive by Davis Cup stan- 
dards. There was little chanting 
or flag-waving and the fans rarely 
cheered mist^es by Fromberg or 



Andre Agassi in actioD 

Cahill. fourth set easily. The American. 

The 20-year-oId Fromberg, pounding his groundstrokes with 
Aoscraiia’s best day-court player more confidence than early in the 
and highest-ranked pro at no. 32. match, broke again in the first 
was m^ng his Davis Cup debut, and fifth games of the final set. 
He showed no indication of being *T had to dig a little deep to 
nervous, and when in a jam be pull it out." Agassi said. "She did 
would often bail himself out with look more tired than me." 
a big serve. Frombexg took the earlv lead 

“I anticipated being a Uttle S*,! “*=“*?"* 5 
more in control," Agassi said. "I forehai^ pinned 

think he played a hcH of a H 

’• Agassi looked tentative imtiai- 

ly. and his strategic moves some- 

On a day coun in the Suncoast times backfired. He netted sever- 

Dome. each player hugged the al attempted drop shots; when he 

baseline. Agaasi may have felt dedded to come to the net for 

weak, but be played his best only tbe second time in the 

tennis in tbe laner stages on the match, he netted a forehand vol- 

3Vi-hour match.” ley for the final poim of tbe first 

As a tiring Fromberg strug^ed set. 

to get his first serve in. Agassi Chang played steady tennis — 

broke twice in a row to win the 19 per cent of his first serves were 


good — andbetfod^edasetpoint 
in tbe seooad set to sw^ Cahill 
and set up the possibility of a 
U.S. sweep. 

"It'd be moe to be able to dose 
this out in three (matches),” 
Chang said. "Otherwise I'm 
going to lose another night of 
sleep going into tbe final day." 

The last time a team overcame 
a 2-0 deficit to win the Davis Cop 
finals was in 1939, when Australia 
beat the United States. 

“We've got a job in front of 
us," Australian captain Neale 
Fraser said. 

Agassi to play in Grand Slam 
Cup 

ST. PETERSBURG. Honda 

(AP) — Agassi, facing a possible 
suspension for withdrawing from 
□ext month's Grand Slam Ciq> in 
Munich, said Friday he has re- 
versed his decision and will play 
in the S6-milIioa tournament. 

Tbe I nterna tional Tennis Fed- 
eralioD (tit-), upset that Agassi 
w^ reneging on a comnriiment to 
play in the cop, had threatened to 
suspend him from one or more 
Grand Slam toornaments next 
year. 

“After seeing that they were 
going to really ^ to the waU as 
far as suspending me from the 
Grand Slam tournaments and fin- 
ing me. that made me realise it 
was a much bigger issue than 
Andre Agassi polling out of a 
special event." be said. 

Agassi made tbe comments af- 
ter beating Aostralia's Richard 
Fromberg in tbe first round of the 
Davis Cup finals. He said he 
notified t^ TTF of his decision 
Thursday. 

Agassi had pulled out of the 
Gra^ Slam in support of tbe 
ATP tour. Tbe cup is in competi- 
tion as a premier season-ending 
event wifii the ATP Tour's World 
Championship, which Agassi woo 
las: week. 

Aga&si said be reversed his 
decision because be was 
threatened with lawsuits over his 
withdrawal. He declined to 
elaborate. 

Any money be wins in tbe 
tournament be donated to 
diarity, be said. 


Shiiyer to continue tennis 
comeback bid down under 


Rosi retains I BF title 


Brisbane. Australia (APr— 

American tennis star Pam Sbnver 
win continue her comeback from 
a serious shoulder injury by play- 
ing in the upcenning $150,000 
Danone Open in Australia, 
tournament officials said Satur- 
day. 

Sbriver. who slipped to No. 66 
in tbe women's world rankings 
after her injury, said she will 
compete in the tournamem which 
will be held from Dec. 30 - Jan. 6 
at the Milton Temiis Centre. 


She is also ex p ected to play in 
tb^^Aastralian Open beginnmg 
on Jan. 14. 

Sbriver. 28. has been plagued 
by injuries over the last two 
years. 

"The chances of me getting 
back into the top 20. having a 
couple of big tournaments every 
year, are around 50 per cent," 
Sbriver said in a press release 
issued by the Danone Open oiga- 
niseis. 

“Fve got tc find out if 1 can do 


French girl takes smgles 
title in junior figure skating 


BUDAPEST. Hungary (AP) — 
Sujya Bonaly of France took the 
wminen's singes title at the World 
Junior Figure Skating Cham- 
pionships in Budapest. 

Bonaly. who turns 17 ou Dec. 
15 was seoond last year and took 
fourth in die senior European 
Championships. 

Wearing a sleeveless and 
shouiderlsss green dress with 
gold trims, she skated to Verdi's 
La Pie Voieuse. She was the only 
skater to jump a triple toe loo^ 
triple combi na tion, although ste 


did not try a quadruple Salchow. 

She received three 5. 7s techme- 
al merit, one S.7 and four 5.6s in 
artistic impression. 

American Lisa Ervin. 13. cook 
Che sliver. Trained by 1960 Olym- 
pic champion Carol Heiss J<^- 
ins. Ervin put on a lively pre- 
sentation of her programme to 
music of Samson and Delilah and 
Barber of Seville.. 

%e received five 5.4s in tech- 
nical merit and three 5.6s in 
artistic i mp ress i on. 


MARSALA. Sicily (AP) — Ita- 
ly's Gianfranco Rosi has retained 
his IBF junior middlewei^t dtie 
by a unanimous point decision 
against French challenger Rene 
Jacqnot. 

Rosi. 33, used his left jab and 
li^ hooks to thwart tbe furious 
bm confused attacks of tbe 29- 
year-old Frenchman. 

Both boxers often clinched and 
pushed, keeping American re- 
feree Joe Cortez busy tfarougbont 
tbe 12 rounds at the Sports Palace 
in this Sicilian port dty. 

Tbe world champion, staging 
his fourth defence of the Interna- 
tional Boxing Federation (IBF) 
crown he won from American 
Dairyn Van Home last year, was 
given an advantage ranging from 
two to eight points in the cards of 


Mutt*n’Jeff 


the three judges — U5-110. 115- 

113. ns-110. 

A partisan crowd of 4.000 
warmly supported their oountry- 
nsan. but the quality of tbe bout 
was less than impressive. 

Even Rosi, a former WBC 
champion, conceded that his 
eighth world fight was not tbe 
b^ of his career. 

“1 wanted to fight a better and 
more correct match, but Jacquot 
made it impossible. He butted 
and bustled throughemr, I really 
hope to meet a better fighter tbe 
□ex: time, so that I can express 
my real qualities,'' Rosi ex- 
plained. 

Rosi is scheduled to stage the 
next dtle defence against Amer- 
ican Glen Wolf, the no.l diaDen- 
ger in tbe IBF lists. 


Cdtks BuUets 95 

BOSTON (AP) — Lany Bird 
became the ISth National Bas^ 
keiball Association player in 
history to pass the 20,000-pcrat 
milgart otie and the Boston Cel- 
tics stretched their vanning 
streak to eight games with a 
123-95 victory over the 
Washington Bullets Friday 
nighL 

Bird's historic basket came 
with 3:40 gone in the third 
quarter when he sank a faU- 
away jumper from the fool 
line, giving him 13 points for 
the game and 20,(X)1 for his 
career. He finished with 21 
points for a total of 20,(X)9 in 
his 12-year career. 

Bird joins Kareem Abdul- 
Jabbar. John Havlioek, Oscar 
Robertson and Jerry West as 
the only players with both 
20.000 points and S.0(X) assists. 
George Gervin is 14th in scor- 
ing with 20.708 points. 

Leading 96-84, Boston 
broke tbe game open with a 
13-0 run. started by Bird’s 
third 3-pointer of the game 
with 7:^ left. 

Washington was led by Ber- 
nard King with 22 points and 
Harvey Grant with 21. 

Pistons 96, Uyers 94 
auburn hills. Michigan 

(AP) — Joe Dumars scored 16 
of his 24 points in the second 
half as Detroit survived a 13- 
point first quarter against Phi- 
ladelphia to win its 10th con- 
secutive game. 

Charles Barkley led the 
76ers with 22 points before 
being ejected for elbowing De- 
nnis Rodman in the face with 
7:32 left in the game. Hersey 
Hawkins added 20 points for 
Pfailadelpfaia. 

James Edwards had 18 
points for Detroit, including 14 
in the second half, as the Pis- 
tons rallied from an 18-point 
first-half deficit. 

Tbe lead changed hands nine 
times before Hawkins hit a pair 
of free throws to give Phi- 
ladelphia a 94-92 lead with 1:19 
left. A hook by Edwards tied 
the score with 1:07 to go and 
Bill Laimbeer put the Pistons 
ahead 95-94 when be hit tbe 
first of two free throws with 22 
seconds remaining. 

BoBs 124, Pacers 95 

CHICAGO (AP) — Mchael 
Jordan scored 20 of his 37 
points on TO-fbr-11 shooting in 
the first quarter, leading Chi- 
cago’s rout of Indiana. 

'The victory was the Bulls' 
fourth straight, while tbe Pac- 
ers, 0-S on the road this sea- 
son, have lost four consecutive 
tinies. 

Chicago rolled to a 41-24 
lead after the first quarter, 
outscoring the Pacers 18-6 in 
tbe final 3:51 of the period. 

The Bolls went on to lead by 
33 points in the second. 

Cavaliers 101, Hawks 93 

ATLANTA (AP) — Brad 
Daugherty scored 30 points 
and Larry Nance 22, including 


a cTudal shot with 1:54 lemaiQ- 

ing, as Cleveland defeated 
Adanta for the Hawks' mntfa 
consecDtive loss. 

The losing streak is the 
longest for the Hawks since die 
1981 team fost 10 in a row.. 
They also have lost five con- 
secutive games at home. 

Atlanta never trailed in die 
first half, but never recovered 
after Cleveland ootsoozed tbe 
Hawks 25-11 in 'the third 
period. 

Qeveland went ahead for 
good, 76-74. on a l6-foot jum- 
per by Nance with 3:01 1^ in 
the quarter, 

Dominique Wilkins led 
Atlanta with 25 points. 

Warriors 119, Ma^ 113 

ORLANDO, Florida (AP) — 
Chirs Mullin scored 28 points 

and Mitdi Richmond scored 9 
CTudal fourth-quarter poinis as 
Golden State handed Orlando 
its sixth straight loss. 

Richmond, slosred by. foul 
trouble most of ^ game, fait a 
turnaround jumper to snap a 
109-109 tie with just under two 
minutes to play, then added 
fonr free throws down tbe 
stretdi to enable Golden State 
to' improve its record to 10-6 — 
the team’s best start sinoe the 
1975-76 season. 

Tim Hardaway scored 8 
fouitb-quaiter points for the 
Warriois and finished with 18 
points and 18 assists, while 
Richmond had 15 points in 25 
minutes. 

Rookie Dennis Scott fait a 
team-record six of 10, 3-point 
shots and led the Magic with 24 
points. 

Jan 96, Timberwohres 79 

SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — 
Jeff Malone scored 14 of h^ 19 
points in the third quarter, 
leading Utah over Minnesota. 

The Jazz, who won their 
fifth c o nsecutive game, out- 
scored the Umberwolves 34-28 
in the third period, turning a 
1-point halftime lead into a 
commanding 75-58 advantage 
going into tbe final quarter. 

Pooh Richardson had 22 
p^ts and 10 assists for the 
Timberwolves, while Tony 
Campbell added 19 points, in- 
cludiiig 13 in tbe second half. 

Utah's Kari Malone bad 16 
'points and 13 rebounds, and 
-John Stockton added IS asasts 
.for the Ja 2 . 

^Bocks 103a Knkks,>97. .. . 

Mn-WATJKEE (AP) — Jay 
Humphries scored 20 points 
and Fred Roberts had a key 
basket and steal down the 
stretch as Milwaukee beat New 
York to stay unbeaten at 
borne. 

Tbe Bucks, 8-9 at the Brad- 
ley Centre, sent the Knicks to 
their fifth straight loss by hold- 
ing centre Patrid: Ewing to 12 
points, matching his season 
low. 

Alviv Robertson had 17 
points. IS assists and 10 re- 
bounds for the Bucks. Ouries 
Oakley led the knicks with 19 
points. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WriH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 



rri'.s ->C=SNTl v«=LL. IT IGST HORSW 

exactly ALL Yoo little 

lUkBB'jT STEVill rabbit/— py^f^OW 
;ST*^ISALL TrtERE'SSOME mJch 
RABBIT? H r KcRSEMcAT? 


OK- ^ 

FlFTY-FlrTV 


OKE KORSE 
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RABBrr/ 




ELIMINATE WHAT YOL CA.N 


Andy Capp 


3c:.*; -.-j^r.cratJe. Non.*; deals. 

NORTH 

♦ 043 
: A K S 7 
' J Id 7 6 

♦ K 9 

Wl;5T EAST 

♦ AKIOS 9975 

*2. ~ 653 

■ K Q 3 '542 

♦ QJ32 4I0«65 


SOITH 
♦ J 6 2 
7 Q J 10 9 
•- A 0 » 

4 A 7 4 
Tts 

.N'oftt East Saudi Woi 

1 : Pan 1 7 PM 

2 : P«H 4 : Pass 

Pas Pau 

Crpcrlr.g lead: Ace of ♦ 

W; iia-.c repeatedly firmed lha* 
:he secret o.'' winning bridge is to 
search for that liltls extra percent- 
wjiich enables you to utiLze 
your asx-j :o best advantage. Can 
you find tie edge on th^ hand? 

Because of South's fiat distribu- 
tion. Cos jump to four hearts is a 
LrJe aggrcjMvc. However, the dia- 
mond fit improves South's holding, 
and the !wo ares arc undervalued in 
the count, so we won't bela- 


bor the !33ue. 

Wes: started wi:.*; :he ace. king 
and another spade, and declarer was 
relieved when East did not ruff the' 

ih;rd round. The contract seemed to 
hinge or futding East wish one of 
the r*o nstsstng dramond honors. In 
view aactioc. though, there 

was a disti.tc! possibility :kar Wc?; 
held fco:t the king and queen of 
diamonds. However. i.*;c double 
also mear.: tha; W'es* was Lkely to 
be 5 .*:on :n hearts. a.*:d that present- 
ed dKlarer with an additional 
chance. 

After draw-;ng o.niy two rounds of 
tfuntps With Lbe qurec and jack, 
declarer cached the king and ace of 
clubs ar.d ruffed a ciub. T&en a 
dtantond was led to Beth's eight. 

West won tbe queer, and. had that 
defender been able to e«: with a 
tramp, declarer would have had to 
fall cajic on another diamond fi- 
n« 5 «. As Jht cards 'u>. bowever, 
Wes: was endplayed. A diamond 
return would be into dccUrer’s ten- 
ace. so West tried a dub. That 
proved 10 be no better. Declarer 
ruffed in dummy while discarding a 
diamocd from hand, then Kored 
the las; three tricks with the ace of 
diamonds and two winning trumps. 







forecast for SUNDAY DECEMBER 2, 1990 

By Tfiomas S. Pierson. Astrokjger. Carrot FSghter FouncSsS^ 


general TENDENCIES: Tlw 
is a good day. 10 see tbe trim value 
of whatever you are studying and 
to utSize yoiir special dexterity of 
your bands, Embs and fingers. Go 
fuQ ahead and make the purchases 
and sales diat you need. 

ABIES: (Match 21 to April 19) 
NOw you can retire pretty mod 
witbni your own tbougfais gnio 
die a aswefs and tbe peroeptioa for 
future acdvfties tbu you 
there. 

TAURUS: (AprjJ 20 to May 20} A 
day to get out with as many good 
filcDds as posaiUc and let them be 
aware that you uodexstand tbe^ 
wishes and w31 aid them to obtain 
them. 

■ 

GEMZNX: (N^21 to June 21) You 
would be wise to get out in tbe 
world of aedvi^ now so put into 
motkn with peisoos you respect 
tbefr most m^ortant puUic wtsbes. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Look for new thoughts 
and directioiis that can be of ser- 
vice to you in putting across the 
various project that yon now have 
in DUDd. 


LEO: (July 22 to August 21) A day 
to take sometune out to consider 
just what your material positiou in 
fife is and how you can best have a 
greater amount of security. 

YIRGO: (AngiM 22 to September 
22} It anil require modi oonvexsa- 


tkm and statmg of separate o^- 
ioB in order to come to a bate 
□odezstanclnq with a paimer ^ 
not DOW. - • 

UBBA: (Sqxember 23 to Octofio- 
22) A veiy good id pot monT 

effort inio making your enviniiK 
meat in a more sad^actory oomfi- 
tk)u and to take whatever me^ 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to Ntn^- 
ber 21) Be off early to tbe reetea- 
tjoDs and amasemeots that fifty u w . 
qnrits and bring you a new sense of 
wellbeing and desiie to produce 
more results. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 fa 
December 21) 'ndnk ab o ut and 
Study conditions at your own rest: 
deuce and just bow more hannony 
can e:dst by removing some frktioa ‘ 
that exins. 

CAPRICORN: (Decenibm 22 to 
Janua^ 20) Think eazly about 
sonxe little jaimt orexpetfition yoq 
can take to Even up yourd^f and 
with some usual oompamoDs you 
enjoy. 

AQUARIUS: (Januaiy 21 toFdnu-' j 
aiy 19) A day when during spare ! 
moments yon would be sensibie tO' 
take a go^ look at your proper ty 
and deride what you can do to 
improve h. 

PISCES: (Februaxy 20 to March 
20) You should avrakra in a bright 
tame of mind and be able to 
arrange to see some friends wife 
adioni you have a spedal ooo- 
geniality. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 


HAV^Rre 'o-3o 



“If you never tried chocolate 
chip and garlic pizza, how do you 
know you don't like \tT 




'QHSSSCflAMBLED WORD 
9 by Henri Arnold and B< 


UriscraRfltertffise fburduinblee. 
one lettw to each square, to form | 
four ordinary words. 




Answer. 


YsstardaYs 



Now arrange the circled letteis to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


HIS 


(Answers Monday) 

Jumbles: ELEGY PANIC BOUNCE FABRIC 

Answer Another name for ad that baggage that goes 
Into the vehicle— “CAR-GCr 


THE Daily Crossword 


by-X^omhy B. Atertfri 


ACROSS 
1 Nonpastorfti 
5 Movie dog 
9 Monster 
13 Eur. capital 
Enamor 

16 Pond 

17 Limited 

19 Ciao 

20 Start of 
Auotatlon 

22 

25 

Neptune 

26 Tlioee who; 
suff. 

27 Sub -- 
(bovertly) 


31 Overweight 


34 Auricle 


36 More of 
quotation 

42 Swiss river 

43 Total 

44 Lofty placee: 
obbf, 

46 Bitter 

49 Bianc and 
Qibeon 

50 Time period 

51 A Howard 

52 New Deal 
agey. 

64 Wireiesa 
55 End of 

quotation 
50 Recipe word 
61 Modernise 

65 Weed 

66 Tigers. Cube 

67 Epochal 

6S God of war 


70 War vehicle 

DOWN 

1 — Alamoa 

2 Tree 

3 Workmen^e g& 

4 Halo 

5 Land measure 
8 Pan of QBS 
7 Blue NIto 


aaBal 




^ !S?£75SP s««r, vic. 

Yestardav's Ps 22 i« 

source “ 

8 Sock panem 

9 Choom 

10 Beard 

11 HeHcopter 
features 

12 Pass 
15 Allot 
18 Dynamite 

21 ME collegs 
town 

22 Bikini part 

23 Ms Falana 

24 Consumer 
ZB Rip 

29 Rntner of 


30 Rob out 
32 Tavern 

M Electric units 45 TlMalre Sign 5B Cn 

37 Mideast 46 Grain beard 57 So 

seronym . 47 Share the lead 58 ^ 

® 48 Complete ch 

® Brynner 48 Dull finlahea 59 Fa 

40 Uke tame 50 SntaH town 82 a 

horses 53 Wbnfmant 63 Th 

41 Small case 54 Bigs fu Wi 


nnnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnran nnnn 
nnnnn nnm nnnn 
nnnnnnnnnnnnnn 
nnn nnn 
nrif? nnnnnnnnnn 
nnnrann □nun nnn 
nnn nnnnn 
nnn nnnn nnnnnn 
nnnnnnnnnn nnn 
nnn nnn 

nnnnnnnranninnnn 

nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
Innnn nnnn nnnnn 


SB Crude metals 

57 Spoken 

58 Jules Veme 
character 

59 Fasiener 
82 A Gershwin 

63 Thai fiver 

64 WanlU' 
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Crise du Golfe: dialogue sous la menace 


nzie kmgne pMxle de statii-^pio et de blocage, 
rONU e( los Etats-Unis ODt pris jeudi deux rnesuns 
destinte A prAdpiter le rAglaneiit de la arise du 

Golfe, par la pads oa par la gnem. La def de voftte 

de ce nouveau dispositif dqdomatiqiie est one date 
SOT .fe cafendrier, la date liuttoir du 15 Janvkr 
prodain an ddA de laqndle les Natfona-Uiiies 
autorisent ks Etats monbres A Cidre usage de la force 


coBtFe rirak pour obleiiir sa souniis^ons auz 
r^sotntioiis antArioires, e’est A dire, pour ressentid, 
on retrait total du territoiFe kowehieii. Cette menace 
ftant brandie et ces exigences r£affinn6es, Washing- 
ton offire A Bagdad ce qn^il refusait de Ini aoeorder 
jusqn’id malgr^ les demandes r£p6toes de oe der- 
nier: le dialogue A baiit nivean entre re^Musables 
des deux pays. Reste A savoir si dans un tel contexte 


«Dans le but de fiBiie na pas eo 

sappieiB^icsire CO ^rectioa de 2a 
psk, j'invite le mimstre iraUen 
des a&xres ftiangbies 1 venir i 
Washingtoo pour me reocoiitrer 
et je deznazide an SecrAaiie <TE- 
tat James Balcer de se reodze & 
B^dad poor y re nco um e i Sad- 
dam Hussein*. En apparenoe, la 
dddaration surprise pit^toocfe 
vendrecE par le pr£tid^ amdri- 
cain Geoi^ Bodi oovre la porte 
ft nne solotion odgod£e de la crise 
chi Golfe. Ccla cTantant pin* 
qn'dle a £t6 aoceptfe bier par les 
aiitoritfe izakienDes. EOe ne doit 
pas potiztant &ne ooUer qn’dle 
est intervenne le lendeniain de 
Padoption de la r£soImion £78 
des Nations-Unies, qni r£it&re 
dans son prenuer pazagraiAe les 


poor I’essentiei im retrait total da 
Koweit), qm constate qne lliak 
ne s*y est pes soumis ft ce jour et 
qm amorise, ft par tir dn 15 Jan- 
vier prodiam, les Etats m w iiiw *! 
ft user de <(1008 les mciyens» poor 
obtenir saris&ctxm. 

Proposition amdricame, oette 
rfsolntion a £t6 ftprement d£fen- 
dne par James Baker qni a fiah en 
<fix joins on tour dn monde de 
tons ses homolognes dn Conseil 
de S£curit£ (sanf Qiba) afin cTob- 
tenxr an jrfus vite le mininmm de 
neof VOCE snr ejuinze et rabseooe 
de v£to d'nn des dnq membres 


. peimanents dn co nseB , oondi- 
tkms ndee s s ai res poor que le tex- 
te soic adopeft. a dt6 

taigcaneat attemt avec 12 voix 
poor, demc voix cuRie (ceDes de 
Cuba et dn Yemen) et rabsten- 
tion (ie la Qnnc , mcmbie perma- 
nent dn CooseS. 

Le geste d’eavertme anrfri«iw» 
s*aooonq)^Be d<»c cTnne zdaf- 
finnatiOD {rins dazre qne 
(jnH n’est pas (pesdon de transl- 
ger snr le pnacipe dn idtablkse- 
ment dn Koweit dans son iirtdgri- 
td et sa sonveraineid. Dn o6td 
irakien, la ddtemnnanoa ft ne pas 
odder snr oe point semUe non 
m o i n s scriMement dtati^. Dfts le 
lexte de la rdscrimioa ooona, 
riiak Fa lejeide en Uoc et afi^ 
md qa’n se battzait si 
poor oonserver sa maww Twkg snr 
le 


L^impdntif 
tan sortont ft cjbtenir Fadoptio u 
de oette rdsolntioo avam la Sn dn 
mois de novembre. Depuis deux 
jonrs en e£Eet. la prdsidenoe dn 


Etats-Unis an Yemen, pays 
favorable ft la icstanniion ^ 
Koweh mais hcwiile ft b pedsenoe 
de troopes dtrangdres en Anbie. 
Oest done inp-extremis que les 
Etan-Unis c»t obcenn le vote de 
lenr texte. 

En aoodldzHnt par oette rdsohi- 
tioo rdvolntkm de la crise dn 
GoUe, Washington a obdf ft des 
nnpdntifB de straid^. Les le- 


emt dftaooep- 
Moesskxis: la 
pi d i enfttiin n, ft la demande de la 


one «dezniftze chance en szgoe de 
bonne vok>nt£» ofEote ft link de 
se co nform er anx ddciskNis de 
i'ONU; et la fixatiem, ft la deman- 
de de 1*URSS, de oette date 
bottoir an 15 Janvier et non an ler 
Janvier comme Favaieiit proposd 
les Etats-Uuis en ptdasant cite le 
d^»n qne oette date ne oonsti- 
tnaic pas pour enx un impdradf 


LA S EM A I N E . 



mtim 

...En attendant la pluie 

Ainsi le mois de novem- 
bre s'achbve sans qa'on ait 
vn la plme en Jordanie. 

CTest le signe annonciatcar 
d’lme mauvaise saison. 

Ddjft les paysans s’iaqtriA- 
tent, et le monvement isla- 
nnqne sqipelle les fidftles A 
la priftre de di constance. 

Note pays depend trop des 
fectenrs natuieb, paitkm- 
Jiftrement daiv Je dom^ie ^ 
des eanx. , , 

L'6t6 dernier, l*eau.6tait'> 
encore an snjet d*in- 
quidtnde poor les Jorda- 
nieDS. Un problbme d«mt <m 
a piis oonsdenoe il y a deax 
ans. On a zAafisd alors les 

dangers d’lm manque efean si on ne rationnalisait pas note 
oonsommatioa de cet fidment. Cette oomommatioa est de 
rordie de 730 millions de m3 par an actneUemenL EUe sera 
de 1.030 millions de m3 en Tan 2025. Nos sources cTcau 
dmrament tanefis qne nos besoms augmentent. 

Ce ne sont d’ailleim pas les secies causes de la «czise de 
I’eau». Le gaspOlage dans ce domaine est oonsiddraUe. 
Certaines dtn^s esthneiit que la perte d*ean en Jordanie 
attemt parfois le tame de 3^ A cause de zdseanx usds qui 
anraient dd dtre renouvelds dqwis 15 on 20 ans. Demdiro, 
le ooAt d*extraction de I'eau est dlevd etle sera plus enooie 
A Tavenir. Nous devons tiouver les moyens de rddnire ce 
coOt. L’antre problAme A idsoudre est d'amdliorer la 
qualitd de Peau potable. Enfin, nous devons exploiter de 
fagon plus xatioiiiidle nos eauz, qu'elles soient destindes A 
Pagric^tuie, A Findustrie ou A la consmnmation ordinaire. 

Pour le moment, le problAme de Feau ne se pose pas de 
fagon aigud, mats Q riaqae de devenir grave daaxs cpielcfoes 
anodes si nous ne prenons pas (Fores et ddjA les mesnzes 



Oest d’aotant phis vrai que. Feau a toujouzs oonstitud un 
probldme pour In Etats de la rdgion. Certains soudeniKat 
que ce probldme pouirait dtie A Fozigme de gaeaes, vnes 
les qnamitds et les sources limitdes d'eau di^ponibles. L’dtd 
dernier, note minis t i e de Finigation a idvdld A la tdldvision 
quTsrael n*a pas bdmtd A voler les denx-tieis des eanx des 
tenitoires palestmiens occupds et dn fleuve litanie an 
sud-Liban. Le famenx pzojet de barrage A Al-Wahda pour 
I’esqiloitatioa des eaux do Yannouk (ente la Jozdanie et la 
Syrie) a dtd paratysd par des pxessions politiques ente 
auties rafarn ia. On oo nnai t Jes pdtipdties ente la Syrie, 
I’lirak et la Tbrquie il y a un an A prapos de Fexploitaticni 
-des eanx de FEiqdirate. 

Pour toutes oes raisons, nous devons idsoudre ce 
pzoblAnie nne fois pour toute, et oela n'est pas impossible. 
Dqniis bien longtmips, nous anxions cU profiter des 
qoantz^ d*ean dont nons diqxisQiis. Pour cela, nous 

p n int aifiii de oraisexver les eanx de phue. Nons pouvoos 
ddveloppcr la zdutilisation des eaux coDSommdes A des fins 
agticoles. Ds soffit de faire fooctionner les stations de 
poiificatiou A plem. Nons devems dduquer les 

citoyens en pezmanenoe snr la ndoe s shd d'eoononiiser 
Feau. Nous ne pounxHis pas co utinu er £temellemeiit A 
iKXis payer le bum de laver notre voitnie et d*anoser les 

flems tons les jours de Fdt£. 

Seals ks paysans qni viveut de la terre peuvent mes ur er 
'la gnvitd de Fanxvde tardive et de la lanctd de la |duie en 
cede fin novembre. Note conscience ^est idveOlde un pen 
tard pour envisagpr des solutions ladicales. Rdccmment, 
sons FefiEct de la grfsg du Goifie, le goavememeat a mis snr 
ped on jJan d’oxgence pour dd^opper Fagricoltoie. On a 
a nn on p g dgalement des ddcisioiis de oonstmne des p^ts 
har ra ge s. D’autzes ddcisious ont juiscs oonoonant la 
tezUstribotton des teles poor Fenoouiageiiwnt cics jeuiies A 

travailler dang F^jriciiltpje, Ce sera nn bon ddbnt ri nons 
voulons iddnire nos impartatkms en {uodnits afi ment a ne s 
et mienx rdsiste an blocos qne nous ioiq>osent injostemeiit 
Ibs Amdricains oes jouis<i. Ds est gra^ teiips que nous 
renfoicions note md^)endattce par r^ipoit anx facteurs 


ont Cut savoir ft frinsienzs reprises 
qne toute acrion de fdioe 
oette pariie dteertiqne dn moode 
ne poiivait fttze e n trep ris e cpie 
pendant nne pdrio^ relaiiw- 
ment cooxte allant a p p r ox im a- 
tiveinent de novembie ft mats. 
An delft, la dialeur et les vents de 
sable notamment risqoentde pos- 
er de sdrieux problftmes. An 
(tours des hmt ans de guerre enne 
I’ltan et Fbak, par exemple, la 
jidupan des grandes efiensi^ qui 
se sont ddtraildes dans la r6ffoa 
de Bassorah, an sud de lltak, out 
toujonts eu lien ft oette pteicxle 
de rannte. 

QfGcieUenieat, la tteolnrioo 
est prfeentte comme one der- 
nitee tentative d’obtenir no te- 
tiait padfiqne et consenti dn 
Koweit, en tnsistant sur la 
menace d’nne ofCensive niiliuiie 
en cas de rehis de rirak. Miais 
razgnment est ft dcnible tran- 
efaant. Si Saddam Hnssein oftde ft 
la menace, raignment aura lone- 
riomi£ an btodfioe de la paix. S 
Saddam tteiste, en revan^, les 
Etais ddfensenis de la sonver- 
ainetd koweitienne n'auront 
(Tantre dxrix d6sonaais que d’e- 
mirfoyer la force pour tester 
cF&fibles, sons peine d'o Qrit ft 
Saddam la grande victoire 
psycfacdogicpie d’avoir peign ft 
juste titte la rdscrinrion 678 com- 
me nn coup de blnfL Sairf retrait 
sntptenmt de .VarfHpm Hussein, 
la idsolntion 678 te^ done pins 
ptobaUe qne Jamais reclatement 
(Ton conflit atm£. Mftme si I'ex- 


pression <ons les moyens» o’dvo- 
qne pas udeessairemem I*iisage 
de la force et s rien n'oblige 
Etats membres ft Bgir dte Fexpaa- 
tM» du ddlai. 

IsraS ne 8*y est pas trompd qni 
a abandoimd sa pcrihiqiie de pio- 
fil bas adoptde depuis le ddbut de 
la crise pour dderdter Fdtat 
d'aJcite svaned et mnlti{riier les 
□uses en gardes. Le gdndra! Avi- 
boo Bin Nun, chef de Fazinde de 
Fairisradlienne aanzxxicd que ses 
experts s’cffg r g ai ent aezaeUemeat 
de mettle an point des tecfank|nes 
permettant ft Isiadl de devanoer 
nne attaqne izakienzie «daiis les 
dans les semaines, voire 
les jonrs et les heures ft 
^ Allemagne, Hehnnt 
Liperc, porte-pazole dn parti 
dcoh>pari&ie des Verts a enimd 
qne le Conseil avail doond 1ft «son 
accord pour I’amoigage d'nne 
bombo, ajootant <]ne «celnz qui 
pratique da ultiznatams oontze 
des dictatears obstinds s'e^ge ft 
ddclencber Ini-mdme Fexplo- 
siOfi». Cnba enfin, a jnstifid son 
vote o(nitie, en ddnongant le 
•cbtejuc CD Mane* ainsi donnd 
par le OmseQ de Sdcuriid aux 
Etat s-Unis et en affirmant ({ue 
Fobjectif des Etats-Unis n'est pas 
le retrait de Flrak du Koweit mais 
le renvetsement dn prdsident ira- 
Uea Saddam Hussein, oe (pxi 
signifie <{ae la guerre est •dndvit- 
aUe». 

Poor ce qni est de Fouveraire 
du dialogue ofierte par le prdsi- 
dent Bu^, les interpcdtaiioDS va- 
rieot. Les plus opomistes csti- 
ment (px'elle petit aboutir ft une 
vdritaUe ndgodation. 

Le Yemen, notamment, avah 
affinnd dte avant {’adoption de la 
tdsolutkni que «FIrak teait onvert 
an dialoqoe et (jne si le pidrident 
Burii envoyait nn dmisssire per- 
sonnel ft Bagdad, ft Genftve on 
dans nimporte qnelle cafxtale 
arabe poor rencontrer on 
dfrigeant italden oe serait one 
dtape trte positive». 

D’antres en revanche esiiment 
qne oene oSte de dialogne n’est 
de la part des Etats-Unb (pi’mie 
manoeuvre tactique destinde ft 
pomw jnstifier nne prochaine 
action miiitaire, en afStmam qne 
tout a dtd fait (en vain) poor 
cAtemr nne strintkm ndgocide. Ce 
poutTut dte anssi le moyen de 


Politique 

Lasocidte 






Ube dtinoelle a allmnd la coKre 
(jm convait dqmis nn eer tam 
teoqis ddjft dans la soctdtd jorda- 
menne. Une nimenr s’est r^iaii- 
dne sekm laqneDe des personnels 
de Fambassa^ amdricaine ft Am- 
man anraient, sons couveit d’ins- 
pecte les can^ de transit ft la 
firontiftre irako-j(ndanienne, oon- 
tfdld en fait le bon reflect par la 
Jordanie de Fembaigo commer- 
cial contre ITrak. 

«n hint rdagir anx abus et anx 
agressions en tons genr e s contre 
Ira Jotdaniens, af&me nn chef 
(Tentr^nise qni {xdfftre Fanony- 
mat. J*ai idcemment en t endu (fire 
qn*nn gronpe de jennes jorda- 
niens menacent (TutiSser tons les 
moyens possibles poor enqidcfaer 
I’intervention des dqrftmiates am- 
g raaiing dans nos w ffa iw wi si oes 
ingdrences continuent.* 

Appazemment, oette fhreur ne 
OBSse de ccoltze; et l*hmnme de la 
me (xmme les dtncfianis oemdam- 
nent et menacent. gBien sfir nons 
sommes fiefads, ils n’ont pas le 
drcKt ... Oest dix on 

gronpe (Tdtiidiants ft la facoltd de 
mddecine de l*nniversitd de Jor- 
diwrie. Cest d^ft msnpponable 
de vcm lenzs interventions et 
lenrs inspections permanentes 
des bateaux qni airivent an port 
(f Aqaba, oela ne lenr snfEt pas?» 

An pailement, oe snjet a servi 
de pirint de d^»rt ft qaekpes 
ddpntds afin d'exprimer le 
mdcontentement dn penple 
joniamea oo n tze oette interven- 
tion, qni oonstitue pour Vm d*e^ 
Dtre enx «nne m en ace oontze la 
souveraintd dn peiqite jordanien 
snr sa tene.» 

Fakhri Kawar aimi qne Man- 
sour Seif Rddin Murad ont stig- 
matisd les actes 4acandalem> des 
Amdticains en oondamnant sd^ 
Arement oette intervention et en 
demandant an gonveznement de 
prendre des mesnzes rffiranrs 
coasn ces acies. L’lm (Teiix a 
anssi rddamd Fespnlrira ^ Fam- 
bassadenr amdrimm en Jofdanie 
tipoar ses 


s'est Bvdrd en effet qne les 
ddbooebds pour ces prcxhnts sont 


«Cest bien gemfl de nous don- 
ner des tenes s’exdame nn agfi- 
cnlteuT, mais ce qni nons manepe 
ce sont des moyens de finanlto- 
meot pour le matdziel et les insec- 
ticides. H font anssi pazler dn 
piobldme de Feau salde dans la 
vaDde dn Jontdain qui reprdsente 
one menace pour Favenir des 
plantes et des prodnits agricoles.* 
Un de ddpntds a mis Facoent 
snr oe snjet en insistant sur les 
maladies des plantes et la souSr- 
anoe des agri^tenrs par 

les pertes permanentes qo’a en- 
gendrdes la baisse des prix snr ie 


«(La phipait des agricnltenis ne 
ptgnem mfime pas de epos notir- 
rir (idcemment lews families, (fit- 
il, oe qm est dfi essentieHement 


Qndques ddputte out £voqi^ 
dgalemeat les problftmes des agri- 
cahems. Ces ont 6t6 

gravement affeette par la rfo- 
lientation des plantations vers les 

odrdales, prdcooisk par k minis- 
tftzB de I’agricultaze Jordanien. H 


qni attaqnent lenrs plantes, 
notamment dan^ ]e sod de la 
vaOide dn Jourdain.* H pit^xMe 
par oonsdqnent la ordatiOT d*un 
comitd an ministftre de Fagticnl- 
ture, dote (Tun idle ocxisnltazif et 
preveucif, pour mener tme en- 
(pftte snr les orq^nes de oes 
maladies.* 

Pourtant, le problftme le idus 
gratve reste enome oehri du retonr 
des ftmigrte. Beancoip de jeone 
gens joidaniens (pi se tronvent 
an clilhziage avoir perdu 
lenr poste an Koweit, se deman- 
denz comment ils pomront finan- 

ccr les bes(^ de knr famOk et 
de lenrs fe"fantg_ Un m gdnie nr 
jordanien oonfizme qu*il a essayd 
en vain de trouver on tzavan et 
qn’3 est oUigd de vivre mainte- 
nant avec sa femme et (patre 
en&ms chez ses parents, qni 
bfitergent ddjft lenr fille et ses 
enfsnts dies enx! 

<Tous oes 6m4pAs se som vns 
refhser dn tzav^ rim{riemeiit 
p ar ee qn’Qs n’ont pas aeeompK 
knr service mOitairB, dtant A Fte- 
zanger, eiqiliqiie tm d6pat£. Lear 
incapacite A payer la somme qni 
lenr permettzazt d*en fttre tSspea- 
ads ks oblige ft vivre dans des 
oonefitions asses diffiaTes. Ayant 

^ le cliODC de zentrer en Jenda- 
me, il lenr est mamtenant inter di t 
de rentrer an Koweit pour rep- 

zeodre knr travafi. 


3 pent vnumeDt s*a0r d"an dialogue oa si les 
concessioiis atteialDes soot k sens unique, rien 
d’aotre ne poovant lire ndgodd que le retrait sans 
condition et sans contre-partie da Koweit, oe qne 
I’lrak semble encore loin d’etre pr^ k accepter, 
m£me si Saddam Hnssein a donn^ hier son accord k 
la renotmtre Tarek Azxz-Bosh k Washington. 


calmer I’irritation de Saddam 
Hnssein face ft cezte nouvelle 
rfsolution pour !e dissuader 
d’oovrir te feu avant Ffefaftanop 
du 15 Janvier ct p ennettre anx 
nonveaux renforts amftricains 
(300 avkns nnStaires servis par 
quekpe 10.000 aviazeuzs et teh- 
niciens) d’atteiDdFe le Golfe et 
d’etre opftrationnels. 

n n’est pas tout ft fait impossi- 
ble, toutefois, que le gesie 
d’ouvennre de Washington per- 
mecte ft Saddam Hussein sans 
perdre la face de faire un geste 


symfttriqne, qui pouixait fttre Ic 
retrait du Kc^eit. L’aoceptatioa 
bier de la rencontre Tarek Aziz- 
Bush pourrait en £tre un Iftger 


Quoi (p'il en soit, la proposi- 
tion amftricaine s'avftre tifts utile 
an prftsidenc Bush: si eUe abontit 
ft on recraic irakien. e'est ft lui 
({n'en reviendiont ies ianriers: si 
eUe ftdioue, 3 aura dans six 
semaines les mains entiftremeni 
b*bres pour dftdencher la guerre. 

Jean-Marc Bwdes 


Le precedent cor6en 

Ce n’est pas la premiere fots qne ies Nations-Untes autorisem 
Fns^e de la foi« ooncre un ties membres de I’Organisarion. 

En 19S0. sem cinq ans aprte la erftatioa de FONU, le Conseil de 
Sdenritft avait (fcnnft son accord poor I’usage de la force, afin de 
reponsser ies forces de Corfte dn Nord ayant envahi la rftpubikjue 
de Corfte du Sud. 

Cette pr emifere et historique dftdrioa avail ftie prise le 27 jnin 
19S0 par I’ensembie des membres du Conseil, ft Fftp(Xiue au 
ncanbre de onze, mais avec F^isonce notable de ]*URSS qui avait 
refbsft de siftger. 

Les Etats avaient alors donnft I'ordre ft leur aviation et ft leur 
marine de soutenir aenvement les forces militaires sud-corftennes 
avant de dftpLoyer lenr armfte de terre. 


Face k ses difficuti^s financi^res 

La Jordanie doit revoir 
son syst^me fiscal 

AccitMfine les recettes satioztaks par le moyeo cfficaoe 
d*iue SscalitA acone est k soil moyen pour la Jordanie 
de cosnpenser la dimfmition de ses recetCes. Uzte diminn- 
tKMi cansfte par la chute de Fassistazice finaneik’e arabe, 
Dotammeat depots FAdositHi de la crise du G<dfe, omuae 
sous ravons expUqa£ riang un article * voir «Le 

Jourdain^ du 18 novonbre dender). 


La fiscalite actuellemem en 
viguenr en Jordanie, qu'elle soit 
directe ou indirecte. n'a pas 
atteint le nivean qn’il fandrait 
ponr parveoir ft augjneoter Ies 
recettes fiscales et attenuer la 
dftpendance finaiidftie vis-ft-vis 
de I'extftrieur. Cene fiscalite 
tftduiie ne pravient pas seolement 
de la structure ftc onomi cpie du 
pays, mais anssi de la nature du 
QTsteine fiscal et des moyens d’ap- 
pliqaeT ses di^Msitions. 

^ 1988, le pr^ftvement fiscal 
ne d^jassait pas 18%'dif Produit 
National Brut (FNB). Ce ponr- 
centage reprft^nte certes un 
doublement tftalisft sur les deux 
dftceimies ftctoulftes, mab 3 teui 
signaler cpie le potentiel fiscal 
pour un pays en vote de dftve- 
loppcrocnt est gftnftralement con- 
sidftrft comme poovant varier en- 
tze 30% et 40% dn FNB. U 
^jparah done qne le potentiel 
inexploitft en. Jordanie est 
encore important. 

Foortant, one fttnde iftcente a 
montrft que la p re ssi on fiscale en 
Jordank d^tossah dftjft le poten- 
tiel des dtoyens. La question qui 
se pose dfts lots est de savoir 
comment il est possible 
(Taugmenter les recettes fiscales 
sans aggraver la pression sur les 
citoyens. 

Un tel {HOblftme snppose une 
amftlioration en profondeur du 
systftme fiscal. En d’antres 
termes, 0 conviendrait de erfter 
de nonveaux inqidts, d’amfttiorer 
le systftme de travail du peisonnel 
des impdo, de reooorir ft des 
impAts plus complexes et plus 
syntbftti(iues et de latter contre la 
haode fiscale. 

POnr ce <pii est de la fiscalite 
<firB(Xe, le systftme es viguenr a 
opte ponr FimpAt nnicjne person- 
nd et global snr le reveno. S 
rftsulte de cette conception 
fttrohe du revenn imposable (jne 
des revenns de sources ilif- 
fftrentes (gain en capital, transac- 
tions isolftes...) ftcfaappem ft Fim- 
pAc. 

Pour conofdftter le systftme, les 
dispositions snivantes pouzrazent 
fttre ajoutees anx dispositioas 


La premiftre consistezait ft 
after un impAt sur les bftiitages. 
D'nn p^t de vw social, cette 
imposition permet d'attftnner 
I’ftcart entre les soczales et 

3 permet d'eqterer des recettes 
importantes puisqu’ft ce jour au- 
cun ptelftvenient n'est op^. (pie 
CB strit snr la valeur de I'bftzic^ 
on SOT la pan de Fbftritier. 

La mise en place d'nne imposi- 
tion des revenns ptovenant de 
Feacterieur po ur ra i t anssi s’avftrer 
utile. Ces revenns ne sont pas 
sujets ft I’imposhioQ, mftme si le 
OODtribnaUe est de natinmalite 
jordaniemie et a nne rftadenoe 
hafaitneUe dans le icyanme. Cette 
lacuoe de la kgisla^ doze fttre 
oMiigfte, car phiszettrs contribu- 
ables, sceptiques qnant anx 
zeudezueats de FftooDomie J<xda- 
nienne, pzAfftrent investir lenrs 
c^taox A Ffttranger. Bs bftnftfi- 
dent done de revenns epri ftdu^ 
pent ft Fimpositioa snr Ies bftnft- 


Les impAts dziects reprftsentect 
18% des recettes fiscales. sozc 


11% des recettes nationales, ou 
en(tore 8% des recettes lomles 
(en 1988). Antant dire qne la 
fiscalitft directe a une place 
mftdioae dans le systftme fiscal 
jordanien. 

En ce (]ni oonceme la fiscalite 
indirecte (droits de douane, 
droits de timbre et d'eniegistre- 
ment), die tiem une place ckHni- 
name. Cene fiscalite est desdnfte 
ft financer un volume dfttenninft 
des dftpeoses pnbliques. EUe 
convre 82% des recettes fiscales, 
' soit 39% des recettes nationales 
(toujouzs en 1988). 

Ed fait, le gouvemement 
jordanien, au cours des deux 
annftes passftes (1988 et 1989), a 
fortement augmente les taxes sur 
la consommation et Ies importa- 
tions. 

Poor fttre efficace, le systftme 
fiscal exige aussi on personnel 
compfttent et capable, qui con- 
naisse bien la loi, ies oonditiORs et 
Ies techniques de contrAle. D 
nftoessite un recrutement de per- 
sonnes ayant nne formation 
tfaftorique stqterienre, des dzplA- 
ntes en droit et en ftoonomie. Une 
formation technique dn person- 
nel pourrait fttre iftalisfte (firecte- 
ment au sein de la Direction ou 
prendre la forme de stages dans 
des pays fttrangeis, puisqu'fl n’ex- 
iste pas ft ce jour d'ftcole 
natiot^ des impdts. Comme le 
sootigne le professeur Gande- 
ment, «les pays qw ne disposent 
qne d’une administration fiscale 
imparfaitement entralnfte de- 
vnmt se oontenter de technupies 
fiscales rndizDentaires*. 

En outre, le travail dans I’ad- 
mimstratioa doit fttre contzAlft 
par (ks responsables com pft tents. 
La valeur de ce contrAle esc 
grande, car 3 garantit I'hoimfttete 
et la dignite de I’adminiscration 
faute de quoi on ne petit ftchap- 
.per anx xisques de scandale 
et de corruption parmi les agents 
du fisc. 

D convient enfin de lutter con- 
tre la fiaude fiscale. La fiaude est 
une contravention aux dftdsions 
du Iftgistateur et aux mesures 
d’application de I’administration. 
En Jordanie, on ne dispose pas 
d'une ftvahiation prftctse de oe 
pbftoomftne, mais on pent dire 
sans aocun risque de se tromper 

qne le pourcentage de fraude est 
assez ftlevft. EUe porte d'aiUeuzs 

plus SOT Ies itnpto directs, surt- 
out les impAts assis sur I'ensemble 
du revenn. <]ue snr les tmpAcs lifts 
ft la dftpense. 

Une campagne contre la fraude 
et on systftme informatique mod- 
erne permettant d’obtenir des in- 
fonnatiotts rftelles snr les revenns 
et ks conefitions de vie de chaqne 
contzibuable sont deux armes 
efficaces contre la fraude fiscale. 

On le v(^, la Jordanie ne 
tnanepe pas (k potentiel fiscal. 
En s'appuyant sur une foirte 
volontft politi(pe et czvkpe, elk 
pent parvemr ft aocrofrre coa- 
sidftrablement ses recettes 
nationales, et partant son in- 
dftpendance, fin^czftre et polhi- 
qne. 

Dr Wahib Akmi 

Fsculte (Fftoonomie 
UniveRha dn Yanaouk 
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EN BREF 


Shunir. Le pariement braftlien a repoussft lundi, par S7 voix 
coate 48, qnate motions de censure dftposftes par Fezpposz- 
tion de gauche contre Ies dftdaracions du Premier xninlstre 
Yitzhak Shamir, la semaine deroiAre, sur k droit rirs Juifs A 
s'installer «dans k grand Israel de la Mftditerrannfte au 
Jourdain*. Un dftputft du Shinotu (parti du centre) a estimft 
que Ies dftclarations de M. Shamir metcaient en danger la 
poorsuite de Fimmigration juive d'URSS. Le mintste de la 
police a rftpondu que les propos de M. Shamir avaient un 
caractere «purement idftologique* et n’impli(juaient aucun 
changement dans la politique isradlienne de ne pas eovoyer 
d'izmnigrants dans les tenitoires occupAs de <3aza et de 
Cisjonknie. 

Ljbfrratkm. Le president irakien Saddam Hussein a decide 
lundi (Tautoriser le depart d'un ^certain nombre* d’oeages 
americains avec leurs families venues en Irak pour leur rendre 
viste. Une tentaine de femmes d'otages americains etaient 
attendues dans la capitale iraldenne pour profiler de I’offre de 
Flrak de passer les ffttes de fin d'annfte avec leurs epoux. Lots 
de la rencontre avec les families, le chef de I'Etat izakien a 
r^itftrft la volonto de son pays d'instaiirer une paLx globale 
dans la rftgion. 

M^jor. Entxize inoonnu du grand public il y a quelques mois, 
John Major est devenue mardi (kmier le nouveau Premier 
ministre oonservateur britaiuiique aprfts la dftmisrion surprise 
de Margaret Tbatriier. Anden cbanoelier de FEchiquier, 
Major a frantdii tous les ftchelotis zninistftriels en on temps 
record, une ascension qui doit autant A sa loyaute qu'A son 
pragmacisme politique. Contrairement aux aristocrates du 
gouvemement, 3 vient d'un milieu populaire ei a passft une 
partie de son cnfance A Brixcon, quartier paiivre de la banlieae 
de Londres, oA la famille avait du dftmftnager aprfts la foillzte 
de son pftre. Avant de monter un petit oommetoe, Tom Major 
a ftte un artiste de muric-hail et, ft Foccasion, nn trapftziste de 
cirque. U s'est lanoft trfts tdt dans la pttiitiqne avec les Jeunes 
.(tonservateuzs. Pro-europften, 3 a pro^posft cette semaine Fidfte 
d'un «ECU lourd* cxnxune alternative au plan Delors sur 
Funion ftconomique et monfttaire. 

Pelog^ Le Premier mixustze pokmais Tadeusz Mazowiedd a 
prftsentft lundi soir la dftmission de son gouvemement en 
«tirant les conclusions* de son ftchec au premier tour de 
Fftlection ppftadentieUe polonaise. Le Premier ministre, qui 
dirigeait depuis quinze mois le premier gouvemement ikhz- 
comraoniste de I'aprfts-guerre, a ftte batcu dimanche dernier 
par Lech Walesa et Stanislaw Tyminski. Ceux-d s’affionter- 
ont le 9 (iftcembre, lozs du second tour des ftlections 
prftsidentielles pour sucoftder au gftnftral Jaiuzdsld. Ledi 
Walesa a aussitAt rftagi en dftdarant que la dftmissKMi du 
gouvemement de M. Mazowiecki «tftm(rigiie d'irre^xmsabOi- 
tft, de manque de calme et de non respect de la dftnioctatie*. 

Tchad. Les rebeUes d'Idriss Deby viennent de reznporter one 
victoire impoitante sur les forces gouvemementales tchadien- 
nes en s'emparant jeudi, sans combat, d’Abftchft, la plus 
importante de Test du Tchad. En oonfiimant la efante 
d'Abftchft, un porte-parole du ministftre frangais des Affaires 
Etrangftres a prftcisft vendredi qu'^dl n'y a pas eu d'action 
contre les soldats frangais*, prftsents sur place pour dftfendre 
le Tchad contre des attaques iibyezmes. «La missioa des forces 
frangaises n'est pas d'intervenir rians les affrontements entre 
Tchadieos*, a-t-3 souligaft. Fu^t Favanefte des troupes 
rebelles, le chef de I'Etat tchadien, Hissein Habxft, a (jaittft 
N'Djamena la nuit demiftre avec ^»-troupes. Les 1.000 chrils 
fcan^ vivant au Tchad ont fttft regroupfts en voe d'un 
rapatriement. 

TumicL Un ouviier frangais et un britannique ont abate hier 
matin ]a demiftre paroi de craie bleue qui, ft 100m sous la 
Mancfae, sftpare les ftquipes frangaises et britanniques ]e 
tunnel qui doit relier en 1993 la France ft la Grande-Bietagne. 
Les deux ouvriers ont ainsi oonsaerft un exploit technique: 
alors que les Japonais avaient mis 24 ans pour (x'enser un 
tunnel de S3 km reliant les Des de Honshu et Hokkaido, les 
Frangais et les Britanniques auront mis moins de sept ans 
(1986-1993) ft forer 35. km de tunnels grftce ft une technolo- 
gie... japonaise. 

Qnftma. Le fibn de Maucel Camft «Les enfants dn paiarfis* a 
fttft dftsignft lundi meilleur film frangais dn siftek, an oouzs de 
la soirfte «La plus beUe nuit du emftma*, ozganisfte A Paris par 
la chalne de tftlftvisioo Canal Plus. Une cinquantahie iTacteazs 
ont partidpft A cette grande soirfte du sqptiftine art, an co oz s de 
laqueUe ont fttft projetfts 300 extrahs de filins de oes arwraftt^ 
demiftres annftes. Le meiUeur film du siftcle a fttft dKrisi par 
rftfftrendum sur une Uste de 111 films auprfts de 600 pnrfes- 
sionnels du cinftma frangais. 


Attentats contre Israel 


IsraSl a fait face oette semaine ft 
inddeats le long de ses frxwtiftres, mazqnfte not ami nent par nn 
attentat sangjant perpfttrft (fimanefae derm'er prfts de sa frraitiftre 
avec I’Egypite et par une attacpie suidek an Liban sod. 

Lozs <k Fattentat sonpgottnft d'avrar ftte perpfttrft par nn 
oonscric ftgyptien, Ayman Hassan. qoatre soldats israftliens out 
ftte tnfts et 73 auties peisoimes Uftstees, dont dnq grkvemeot. 
Ptfts (k la frontiftre ftg 3 rptienne, ft une vingtaiiie de km an nord 
(TEQat, Hassan, vfttn fune tenue (k caznoufli^ ux3itaire a 
onvert le feu ft Farme antomatique contre <]natre vftfaknles 
militaiies puis (xmtre im aotobus q|ui drculait sur la rooce rdiant 
Eilat ft Oadesh Bamfta, an sud d'laael. 

Ayman Hassan, 22 ans, affirme n'an>arteiur ft ancon gronpe 
politique ou reli^eux. Mats 3 pifttend avoir aff par rftvolte ocmtre 
la rftpiessioD exerofte par Israel snr les Palestinkns <ks territoiies 
occupfts. 

Quelques heures i3us tard, deux soldats israftliens one fttft 
IftgftienHsnt biessfts dn diftcean de Beanfort, au Liban sod, 
lots d'une operation suid(k menfte par une femme qni s'est donnft 
la mort en faisaat santer,' devant une patcoaiDe israftlieime, la 
charge d’egqrfosifB qu'eUe tzansportait. D s’agh de la prezmftze 
attaque ft la «bombe hnmaine* contre une patronHle de Fannfte 
isiaftliennc an Liban sad depuis plus d’un an. 

A beyroudi, k parti qrrien national sodal a affirmft cpie 
Fattentat avait ftte perpfttrft par one de ses milhantes datm k 
secteur (tontral de la «aooe de sftcurite*, crftfte et occupfte par 
kia£l. Cet attenta, selon k PSNS, a fait plusicms tufts parmi Ies 
8(>ldats israftliens. 

Autre sujet d’izu^cude pour Israel, la muhiplicatioD depuis 
qudque temps des mfiltzadons ft travers la Egne de cessez-Ie-feu 
jonii^isra^enDe, loqgue de 370 km et foegtemps oonsidftrfte 
comme nne frontiftre de pm de-facto. 

Confroutee ft oette moitip&cation d’incidents, Israftl estime que 
la montec de I'integrisme refigtenx chez ses vmsins azafaes est 
deveon nn danger majenr poor sa sftcurite. 

«D y a en Egypte, mi S^ie et en Jordanie nne propagazide 
fanaxiqoe extiftmiste qui rftpand la haine contre nous et 3 y a <ks 
gens qui reprennent ft leur comptc cette prppagande*, a affirmft 
dimandie ckmier M. ffliamir devant nne dftlftgation de la 
emnmnnante juhre frangaise. 
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«M 6 t 6 orage» 

La f oudre sous surveillaiice 


«Et du baut de rOIympc. 
Zeus brandic la foudre...* 11 
cst fort probable quc c’est k ce 
pfa^som^ne m^t^orologiqae 
que* bien avant la msrtholo^e 
gr&cque, ITiooinie doc 2a pos- 
session du feu... 

Manifestation terriilante 
aux consequences parfois 
cataclystniqueST la foudre fut 
longtemps reconnue comme 
d*ori(dne divine. Ce n’est que 
vers Ic milieu do XV illume 
siedc que des savants s'y in- 
teresserent de plus piis, bien 
souvent au de leur vie: 
Franklin et bien d’autres 


avaient imagine de lancer des 
cerfs^volants par temps d*or> 
age en les retenant par one 
fittUe mouiliee! Nous lui de- 
vons neanmoins rinvention 
du paratonnerre. 

11 n’en demeure pas moins 
que la foudze fesqipe souvent 
et qu'on ne compte pas moins 
d’un million d’arcs ^ectriques 
chaque ann^ entre le sol de 
la France et le del, avec par- 
fois r e cru descences t^es 

que le 8 mai 1989, ob la 
foudre s'est abattue plus de 
2S.OOO fots en cette scede jour- 
o6e. 


I La rubrique de Flavta Romero 

Sans bras, je t'embrasse avec le coeur. 
Sans jambes, je viens vers toi avec amour 

Ave Egeria, 

n etait one fois le petit fils d*un roi que les Djiims ont 
visits en songe. Sa nuit fat fclairte par une foule dansante 
de langues de feu de miUe oonleurs qui se ddchizaient de 
temps en temps pour laisser entrevoir une image, toujoun 
la m£me: une petite femme au teint clair, dans un palais de 
glace: une voix puissante et bienveillante rythmait cette 
danse du feu par un refrain: «elle te donnera quaere fils 
purs et beaux et une fiUette bouton de rose. Cinq enj^ts 
plus mille». 

Le prince se r^eilla le matin sous Temprise du rSve. II 
fallait absolument qu'il tzouve cette femme qui lui 6tait 
destine comme spouse mah le rfive lui semblait, lui prii»e 
d’Arabie, plutdt ^nigmadque. Un palais de glace? Mille et 
cinq enfants? B fallait toutefois qu'fl ob^xsse. Le grand livze 
du destin garde ses secrets. Apr&s avoir demand^, comme 
le veut la tradition, la permission des anciens de la fomiUe 
et ieur b£n6diction, il sauta en seOe sur son destrier et 
panic. 

L'oeil noir et vif, le sabot nerveux et sensible, le cou 
arqu^, !e cheval marefaait, trottait, galopait sans effort et, 
puisqu'ii ^it magique, fils de F^gase. 0 s'envolait et 
planait dans Tair quand il le fallah. 

Bs travers&rent ainsi des deserts et des oasis, une mer 
d’uQ bleu dblouxssant et s*arr£cbrent sur one Be de toute 
beaut6, regarder la princesse mire peindre ses r2ves et la 
vie de couleuis ^latantes. Puis repzirent Ieur diemin. Ik 
craversbrent de grandes villes et des petites. toujouis k la 
recherdie de ce palais de glacd et d*un visage de femme. 

Finalement, au bout du taondc, se profila k I*borizon une 
terre toute blanche et voil^ la femme de son r£ve les bras 
tendus, dans un palais de glace, entour^ d*ouzs.blancs et 
d'hermines immacul6es. 

Le prince la prit en selle et reprit son voyage pour la 
ramener au pays oh poussent les palznieis. 

Leur retour fot f£t£ par la £amiUe et par les Djinns qui 
renzpUrent le del d'^blooksants feme d’artifioes. Comme 
vouiait la prediction, le jeune couple fut b^ par la 
naksance de dnq gar^ons et d'une fillette anssi pdtiUante 
qu’un jet d’eau de source. Maiailes.millie enfents arrivent 
aussi. Attires par les bras tendus de la petite princesse, il en 
arrive tons les jours. Ce ne sent pas des enfents oomme les 
autres: iis ont les jambes l^s^ et qoclques fois les bras 
aussi. Bs rampent pour la rejoindre avec les yeux pleins 
d’espoir. EUe leur donne une raison de vie, ils la parent en 
retour avec un courage indomptable. la volonfe fenne de 
s*am£liorer dans one ^tonnante atmosphere de ser£nife et 
d'espoir. 

Je sais que la princesse a besoin de nous tons. Tout ce 
que nous pouvons donnei est aooepfe avec reconnaissaDce: 
argent, jouets, vetements, maillots de bains, agr^s et 
volontariat. B ne feat rien oralndre: aucon des enfents, 
meme ceux qui sont les plus Ids^s, n*a le regard de la 
victime. On se rend compte. en jouant et en tzavaillant 
avec ces petits handlc^jes, que les r61es s'inversent, et ce 
soot eux finalement qui emus soignent. On retoume chez 
soi. plein de s£r£mfe et de douceur. 

Vale, Egeria! 

Toatedomiaxioo peatAtre adressfe an centre Al-Hnssein pour les 
handicap^ physiques, Tfrme cerde. PO Box 5102. Amman, 
n fent savoir que ie centre a besoin de Z75 dinars par jour pour 
cont inu er k exister. sans paiier des nombreiix autres enfents qui 
ont d^sespdr^tnent besoin <faide. 


fPour toe bien conseill£. Bush, encore vioe-pr6sideat, ent repri t 
de feire oonstruire un ordinateur snper-g£ant (bapdsd Aristote) 
doti£ (fun sysfeme (rinteiligenoes artifidcDes extrSmement perfec- 
tiooDf. Toot rdenmnent mis en service, cehn-d avah 
convaincu Bush qu'il tout dans I’inttofit des Etats-Unis de laisser 
les Azabes itsoudre eux-mtoaes la arise du Golfe.] 

Sa partie de golf aefaevto. Bush revint son bureau oval et 
s’empr e ssa de dtoroefaer le t£l£pfaone rose et de composer le 
num£n> de code d* Aristote. Immtoiatement, il entendit one vtu 
devenue famihdre lot dire: 

-Bonjour M. le president. Je sois k votre disposition. 

-Bonjonr Aristote. Taiinerais disenter auiounThoi <Tiin conffit 
qui txaine depw fort longtemps et qui conunenoe k embarrasser 
stoeosement notre politique au Moyen-Ozient: le oonfiit palesti- 
men. 

-Dans cette affaire, une chose me dnffonne: pourquoi au 
depart avoir choisi de soatenir Israel? 

-On pensah avoir un Etat nous/» au Moyen-Orient. Sa 
mission devait Stre de feire la police dans le coin, de cKstaUlker 
et de retarder le cfeveloppemeut des pays de la rfgjon et de nous 
aider du point dc vue «mtenigence». Moyennant tout oela, on 
Ctait pr6i k lui refiler quelqim milliards par an. 

-En pratique. Israel a 6cboo£ dans la {Mupan des objectik 
toemto^. Dans Sa ezise du Golfe, non senlemcnt il n*a 6i6 
(Taucooe utilitf (on a dfi envoyer nos propres forces en ArabieV, 
mais il a oonstitut un faideau extremcment embanassant. Par 
aiUeurs, il s'est aytrt cn plosicms oocaaons, et cn panicalier Am* 
I'affaire de nos Marines an Libas d’oetobre ,qu*braei toit 
prCt k ucrifier nos inferto aux siens: le Mossad, quoiqu'an 
co uran t de Tattentat i ia vohure pi^gto a felt ex prts de ne pas en 
informer la CIA: oela nous a finalement ooOfe 241 viedmes et 
nous a oUigfs k effectuer un zetzait des (dus h nmiHant s au Uban. 

•N’empi^ que, du poiat de vue de la d^stabilisatiOD et de la 
ertotion d*obstades au pr o gfes des pays de la region, Israel a 
parfeitenient rtosa! 

■Ck a ODuduh k la oaissaiice du tet ro ri sm e *«n« qn*h la haiw** et 
i la mefiance de tout les peoples de la region k notre egazd. Ce 
s’est indemablcffient pas 1& notre interfit. Cest frfotflt -et encore 


Bcauooop dc oonnaissances 
oat £te acquises ces demiezes 
annfe s $ur Ics mdcaiusmes qui 

conditionnent Torage et 1'^ 
parition de la foudre. B sui&t 
d'une dizalnc de kilometres 
cands de sol surchauffe pour 
que Fair propoisd par la 
dialeur et souvent aide par le 
relief, monte en une colozuie 
verticale si lapide qn'ii se cohr 
dense en gouteiettK d'eau et 
devient un nuage monstzueux 
de 5 h 12.000 metres d'6pais- 
seor, qoi peat se ddplacer k 
plus de 100 km/h cn accuznu- 
lant une dnorme quantity 
d’dnergie. 

L*air, qui se refroidit trop 

vite k cette altitude, se fige en 
cristaux de glace: la diffdrenoe 
de tempdzature entre le sol et 
le sommet du nuage czde un 
veritable oondensateur accu- 
mulant plusieurs millions dc 

volts entre le sommet do 
nuage (p61e positzf) et sa base 
(pole ndgatif), I'ensemble pla- 
nant au des^ du sol, e'est k 
dire la Terre, elle-m£me pdle 
fortement po^tifi les nxveaux 
atteints sont tenement dievds 
qn'une ddehazge devient in- 
stable. 

Tout commence alors par 
on prd-dclair. naksant an sol h 
paitir dc n'importe quel objet 
pointu et montant 4 Tassant 
du del k 1.000 km/seootide 
pour y rencontrer un autze 
prdcorseur qui nait. Ini, de la 
base du nuage, le tout pres- 
qu'invkiMe k rceS no. Leur 
rencontre erde le canal con- 
ductenr sur lequel Tdclair, tel 
que nous le connaksons. se 
fonnera qnelques seoondes 
plus tard en un formidable 
court-circuit de 200 .(XX) k 
400.(XX) ampdres, montant do 
sol h la Vitesse de 300.0(X} 
kzn/seconde. En qnelques 
micro-seoondes, la dialeur est 
telle que Fair diaaffd k plus de 
30.000 degrds se dilate brus- 
quement en one onde de dxx 
que nous appelons le tonner- 
le. 

Les consdquences de la 
Izbdration brutale dc ces 
dnormes qnantitds d'dnezgie 
sont loin d'dtze nd^geaMes. 
Elies sont d'abord hnmaines, 
puisque Ton compte aux en- 
virons de 50 morts par an, 
mak aussi azzimales : 200 bir 
tes sont foudroydes, ce qui 
mdrite d'dtze pris en compte, 
□e sezait-ce que sur le plan 
doonomique, ainsi que les in- 
nombzables ddgflts matdziek. 

Autre consdqoence: ces 
qnantitds d'dnergie dlectzi- 
que, que Fon dvaloe h la 
puissance des premidres 
bombes nnddaiies, concen- 
tzdes sur un tzds br^ instant, 
engendrent one onde radio- 
dlectrique sur plusieurs 
kilomdtres: ce que ne suppor- 
tent pas les installatkms dlec- 
triqoes ni les zdsauxinfonnati- 
ques si complexes et si zdpan- 
dus. EOes entzalnent aussi de 
ideb dangers dans les indus- 
tries de transfonziation cfaixni- 
que, pdtzolidTe. dlectronique, 
ne serait-ce dTaillenTS que par 
les risques que provoque une 
ooepuze de courant inopinde. 
Le danger n'est pas moindre 
pour la dzcolatkm adzienne. 





pour les fosdes (Apollo Xn cn 
1969... et rdnmment une 
Ariane fIV-5AT IV) dont le 
d^oit dot dtre rctardd), aina 
qu'en mer oh, chaque azmde, 
des cazgos szxtt foodroyds. 

Cest pourquoi une socidtd 

privde a installd en France on 

rdseau de surveillance unique 
an zzioode qm fboctioime dc- 
puk tzok ans. Le systdme 
«Mdtdorage-FrankIiii» a dis- 
posd sur Feosemble do terri- 
toire 18 capteuis anxquels 
s'ajoutent 3 autres capteuis 
mk en place en Sukse (les 
orages dtant paiticulidrement 
redoutables en montagne). 

Autant de zones suzveilldes 
oh le c^rtenr enregistre les 
ondes radio-dlectriques efaa- 
qoe fok que la foudre frappe, 
perznettant de localker For- 
age dans un rayon de 300 km 
avec une pr6ckk>n de 1 h 3 
km. Mis an point par 
rONERA (Etudes et Recher- 
cbes Adroq»tiaIes), le dk- 
positif eo Tzirn T gialis d par la 


etc.). Une version plus dlar 


Finterfdromdtzie magndtique 
et les variations du champ 
dlectrostatiqne. le toot zelayd 
sur les dezans Minitel des 


ports, 4 Farmde (e^qdosife, 
missiles...) et aux centres spa- 
tiaux. dont ceiui de Kourou, 
en GayaiM. 

B est bien dvident que oela 
intdresse beauoonp les sden- 
tifiques, qui diqjosent ains 
cTun moyen efScaoe poor dtn- 
dier de plus prds les orages et 
constxtuer dK arduves indis- 
cutables: jnsqu'h prdsent, Ds 
ne pouvaient compter que sur 
les bonnes vofonfes locales 
qui leur agnalaient qu'il y 
avait eu on orage tel jour k 
telle henre et, bien dvidem- 
ment, sazis auconc mesuze 
quantitative. Chose enzieose k 
ce sujet: on a oonstatd que les 
pins violents orages, les 
«snper-bolts» 4 400.000 
ampdres, dtaient Fapanage 
des orages dliiver. d'oetobre 
4 mai. 

II est non moins dvident que 
cette surveillance des zones 
orageuses joue un r61e dans le 
domaine dc la protection 
civile, et notamment en ce qui 
conoeme les dpouvan tables 
incendies de fordt que la 
foudre allume chaque azmde. 
11 y a ausri les assuzeuis qui ne 
zsdgjigent pas ces domides leur 
permettant de ddjouer des 
maiKXuvres abuszves... Loin 
d'dtre un luxe sdenrifiqne, la 
localisation des orages a don- 
nd le coup de foudre 4 bien 
des sectenzs de rdcozx>mie 


Une veirion Idgdze. d'nn 
coht de 120.(X30 FF pezmet 
aux indnstriels oonoemds cTd- 
tre pidvenus 4 temps et d'in- 
t e rr omp re on de dfffdrcr des 
opdratfons sensibles (febrica- 
tion de oonq>osant5 dlectroni- 
qoes, d'expfoszfs, de jnodmts 
instahles oo inflammables. 


Les^ collaborateurs du «Jourda]n»^^ 
sous les feux de la rampe 

Vous oonsaksez tons les taJeots de pinme de Flavia Romero et 
de -^JWTti Kamal. qni anjourd’bui encore jettent sur oette p^e les 
inzmdres de lenr oolofme bebdomadaire. Vons anzcz bientdt 
Foocasion de les voir et les entendre pnkqn'ils anzmeront. tons les 
deox oette semaine. I'actualife culturelle d'Amman. 

Cest de enkine -one de ses passions- que Flavia Romero 
p a ri ez a , ie mercredi 5 k 18h, au Centre Cnhnzel Fzangak. 

Intztzilde «Que le feu soiL.. et la enkine fnt», oette ooofer e nce 
retxaoera llnstoire de la {separation des mets ei de la confection 
des plats. Une faktoire qni reflate les col tores pr o prtt k chaque 
espaee on p6riode de ovilkatioa et dont les engines sont 
x a r £o i£ u de my st ftre ... 

Cette con feren ce s'inscrit dans Ic cadre de la semaine de la 
c uisin e firancaise qni se dent an Mariott dn 2 au 8 ddoembre. 


De son oOtd. an Goethe Insdtut. Sand Kama] p rf sen t era 
cfaacnn des films do festival Fritz Lang qni (febuteia le mardi 4 k 
20h {xw se tenniner Ie 29 ddoembre. (Vdfa- FOCUS). 

Sazni Kamal, dipldnid dn efepartement cintoia et fefevkion de 
rUniveisife de Cattoniie 4 Kx)s Angeles (UCLA), dvtxjnera I’fige 
(Tor dn cintoia aDemand -rezpressionkme- flont Fritz Lang, qm 
anrazt 100 ans oette amide, est nn des plus presdgieux re- 


Denz prestadoos k ne pas manquer. si la culture vons intdresse 


> et vooB 


Sans blague! 


A 


tzds disentahtement- dans I'intdzdt des Siomstes, qui oontinnent k 
rdver de zdalker le Grand Isndi. 

-Ndanmoms, comment envkager if assurer nn doonlement 
fdgniier dn {zdtroie de la xdgion sans cn Xszadl omnipidsent? 

-N'est-oe pas I'opposd qui s'est prodnit? Ce qu'il fendzazt phitdt 
reooimaitrc, c^est qoe ce sont ka agressions et I'intiansigeanoe 
dTsradl qm ont dtd jnsqne-14 les senis respoosaMes des 4-ooups 
ressentis dans F a pprov isi o nn einem en pdtzoie: en 1956, Tattaque 
tri-paztite cootre I’Egypce, dans laqu^ Isadl a jond on zhle 
{Hdponddrant. a Noqnd le canal de Soez pendant phisieizzs nxas. 
Ce anal a encore dtd bloqud par la suite, mak oette fok-d {loor 
hnit ans, k cause de la gnerre ddde a efade par FEcat hdbreu en join 
1967. L embargo dderdtd sox le pdtioie par les }>ays arabes 
prodneteuTS 4 Fantomne 1973, quoiqne rtonhant de la gnerre 
dddendide atte fok « coa tr e Israel* par FEgypie et la Syxie. 
n’dtmt en fait quc la oonadqnenoe logique ex prdvisible de notie 
partialitd 4 Fd^od de I'Etat bdbren et dn refos de cebn-d de se 
retizer des territoires dgypdexs, niiens et palestiniens oc cn p ds 
par la force en 1967. B senxbfezzut done qoe Fapi'mjw iMnnne mi^ 
zdgolier en pdtrole dn Moyen-Ozient ne {Tonzrait dtze ayBzrt que si 
on oessait de sonteoir Fattitnde agre ssive et ezpazsionkxe dlsndi 
rt ri la justice dtazt idinstauzde dazis oette i dgio a . car senle la 
justice ponrrait y amener paiz et stalrilitd. 

-Vons avez probableinent naon. Ndasmoins il y a {>los 
impoitant: Isiadl est sent 4 pouvoii empddicr les klamiques 
de la rdgion de s'nmr et de menaoer ie moode libre. 

_ -M. ie prdsktent, jc r^re tt e de vous dire qoe la {Rupagaode 
simkte vous a feit snbir on lavage de oerveau soigod: lout 
tfabord* ia notion de «moode libre*. valabie dn temps du ridean 
dc fer, cst compldtement pdrixnde de nos joim car tom les fiays 
sent mamtenast fibres ou cn passe de le devenir. Dans Ie 
proocessus indhictable veis la ddmoentie, Israel ne feit que 
retpder la transformation de certains {ttys totaiitaires dn Moyen- 
Onent cn pays vdziiablement fibres. Quant 4 d'EmpiR mnsnl- 
man» vous semblez teOemezzt redomer, tl a bica exktd et dtah 

trts {missaat an Moya- Age. Aion s cu l cmeo t 3 p K wvai t reprdsen- 
ter one menace an yeux de ceztams catbcrfk{Des supentitknx et 
igooranis, dont Nbstradamns (le sm-dkant a$troU»ne). Mak 4 
Fanbe du ^OQdzne sidcle! 
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dianaiie du emdma mnet. Ia pdziodc <F^>rts gnene, entre liW9 et 

1925, fet caraetdrisde par des tzouvaHlet de mcUcUis-cn-scdnc 
aUemaods portant snr Fdvoliition dn langz«e cSndnudcigrap l^e 
(ddaizage, ddcoia, thdmaliqaes). Fzztz one desesve dett^ 
s'imposa par ™e esthdtiqiic ligonreose et la mmaHtd exigeante 
aveclaqnellel] atiaitddesobscsssions{3iilosQ|Aiqiiesalleui am1es 

telles que Ic dw ytm, la. mort et la soif de pnisaDoe totale. Uert , 
(Sra-t-il, doit tore critique: c^est n foree et sa xrison d*4ue. 

Dotd (Tune foimaiion d*aithitecte et de ptoitze, Autriefafen 
d'origine, Fritz -n6 le S ddoemlne 1890- dtonta 4 Betfi n ct 

1919. Son ptetnieT snixis de rdalkatioa Dfr mMe TMl (Les tiois 

hizmtoes, 1921), ztoit <fo <festm et oommeotaire su- I’izidlactabQztie 

de la mozt, fet mazqud pardes ddcots irchitectoniqiies et Fenqrin 


Fazditoyjre de la nouvefie esdfetiqae, reaqmssionkme, que le 


film, pidsente 
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Fart plasoqne dn reafisatenr. 

Avant de {nsser 4 son dief-d'ceavze de la mfene dpoque et son 
{jremier film One Stadt a n d rt dtn BiiBidcr ('iM» le 

Manrfit, 1931), le {HOgnmnie anticipe. Ayant fmt les nazk ea 
1933, se fit connaltze do public de son pays d*adoption -les 
Etats-Unis- par Ftoy (1936), Je drame macabre d'nn lynchage qni 
fet une 6tode de la ^reoyoncraties. Feu apr fts, 2 reprit Ie 
travail dans les genres qui hninspiraien tun commentairesociaL’ le 
polider et les drames rfaventures, se b4tksaot nne denzitoae 
cazrihre 4 HoDywood. Celleci sera re pedsentto dans le festival 
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part Finterrogation sur la vafidm d'une jusooe rendue par des 
criminels, ce drame psyriKdogiqne montre d a i i ement comment 
Fexpressionkme a fini par slnt^grer. 2 est ansri dkthvud par la 
fesanante inteipr6tation par Pc^ Lore d’nn me ni tr ler malgid 
lui, one des pins estimCe encore de Flustrare dn dntoia. 
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ptwiMiTg giti€fcng« dg iww mt himtu- mi 

afe et 4 k dvilkaiioD te bommes qni le ddoouvrit, de 
Egypte, en p a s sant par la TUzqiiie et la Jordame.* 
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-Et le {Atoomtoe Khomeiny en Iran, et la ponssde dn 
pdameflia ltam c en Jordanie, en Palestine, en Eevute. en 


Algfzie et aillenn? 

-Cest nn feit bien toabfi. M. le ptdsident. qoe loisqoe Fhomnie 

est accnie (et quand je dk I'homme, j'embrasse. si f ose dire, la 
femme), 2 ne hu reste qne IXeu veis qni se tonzner. S n pp rin aoos 
1® sentiment de frnstiation rdsultant de la mktoe, de Fignoranoe, 
de Finjnstice et de Finstoiritd et nous siqzpiimeroos le 'foo- 
damentaikme, non scolenient dans les {n 3 fs klamiques mat« 
en Inde et mtoie en Zriande! Airtoons done les zndfeits <rXsnei an 
Moyen-Orient et nous y supprimerons toute forme d'intoltoazioe. 

-Et dire qnTsrael nous ooQte tzok imDiank par an! 

-Pazzioo. M. le president. D nous ooftte prCs de dhe milliazds, 
sans compter le tort et la baiiie qu*2 nous cause. 

-Ah, 14 non, Aristote, pas dix milliards: troksenlenxent! Qnatre 
4 la rignenr. 

aux chiffies. Potu I'amfee fiscale en couzs, nous avons 
<fej4 consent] 4 Israel tzzris milliards en aide tfirecte. sept cent 
mhik^en mahfe^ znihtam to qnaxieoeiA inyUoQS en prtoi {xnir 
ioger les immigres sovitoqnes. 

-Tout ccla DC fail qne qnatre milliards cent mfifioos. 

-n y a encore environ sk inilliards quc le service d.’imphts sttr le 
icvifiuu va perdre cette auntfc ft c&osc cTlsnftl. 

-Sdc milliards? 

'Parfaiterorat: <Taprts la tei relative ft rimp6t hit le revenn, les 
dou faits par les perscmiies ou les entreprises amdriesmes ft not 
orga n i satio ns chantables on ft oelles des pays (dost bien sftr 
uiad). SOTt <S6duits des bdnfSccs xaxables dn domieur. ComsDC 

lAgnce jmve noevn en priodpe oette anode des doss d^ 

m miHia^ des hnit mil&oiis de jnifs amdricams. ces dons, tine 
ddduhs les bdndfioes des donncaiSe ooos ferost peedre she 
imluards cn impdts! 

“Si Israel reoevait ainsi dix mfiliazds par an, pomqum a-t-Q 
fotoent pon^ pour finafiser Ie prftt de qnatre cent millioik? 

le president, FAgcncc juke reqoit bien en pondpe dix 
uuDiazas, nuds Zsra£] n’en per g oit qu*4 peioe ns seuL 

-Est-oe one devioette Anstote? 

-Non, M. Ic {zrtoident. Simpfemert lozsqa’tm Juif amtoicain feit 
nn don, dkems dc miHc dollm, FAgenoe juzve hn re m et on teen 


pour dix miUeoo phis. Cest le montant mazqnd snr lerecn qui est 
dddn i t de ses bto&fioes tazaMes. 

-Bonte (fivine! On deviail an phis vite modifier pp t t g Im. Mak 
comment fake avec le Icfoby juif sur les bras? 

-H vandnit nrie nx tntootiteiitef hint millions de Jmfe que deux 

cent qnannte mfiliems cTAnitoicains noo-jmfe. T6t ou tani, le pot 

anx roses sen dtoonveit, on aura alozs nn «Taxgate» oo un 
4Jewgate» avec^ sArement, nne flamhfe terrible d’anti-storitrone. 

Un jour! Mau comment oontouroer Fopporition nnmfefiate du 
lobby jnzf? 

-Fsita seale men t rftinir des pre uves snr la pratique de la 
^e**Ae (jestikrilr qne vons yaiilveieg). Une fniiiiwi p p«M»«gin twte 

j tR jil W ats stifEa ti ula. mefiwocz de les dzvnlgneralaloin'toaitpas 
ameiKfec an plus vite. 

-Gtoial! Mak comment dksoder le lobby jnif dlaeei? 
-Si mplcm ent en a menda nt ladite loL Ace inomcnt-14, les Juife 
amtoicams n'auront plus aiiriin inttoto 4 sontenir XsraS et vons 
anrez les mains Gbzre pour feiic oe qne bon vous seznUe an 
Moyeo-OrienL 


< fe I ni pro poser le moyen de fe tout puissant 

luU'V Juif. apito hn avoir d^4 montr6 enminewt euvoyer 
le lob^ da ptoole et oehn des febricants d*armeoient. Jie 
ponzm alozs^TaiineDtgzMzwiier, pensait-il, hoozHfition tontefok 

quc j en reca^jpe.* II prit cong6 d*Axktote pour se rf/wwwr |e 
teniiM de se ressakir. 


Safari Fanfa 


o£e Jji^rteur 


avez aimd les b w in e s 
teuiiies «wwin*ti <|n zoma: 


fivze 4 la NUiotiihqne dn 


ics pages qoe nons avzms pubEte oes 
nan do Nod FavreHtoe intitnfe «Le 
z oomultre la sziice et la fin de cette 
ichez qoe vous ponvtz enq m m i er le 
Centre Odtuxri F r an q ak , oft 2 est 4 
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Trade officials gather 
for make-or- break talks 


l>esfc 


BRUSSELS (AP) — HmuJrcds 
of o£5daI&£rxnn arotmd die world 
gathered Saturday in a last-<fitd) 
e£Ebrt to end di^otes over &m 
sobadies and other issues thre- 
aseam£ to Seattle an attempt to 
refbm woiid trade. 

About 2,500 officials were ex- 
pected to arrive in Brussels over 
the weekend to get ready for 
Monday’s start of a final woek of 
hard baigainmg in the 107-nation 
Urngnay Round. 

The four-year round of talks, 
named for the country vdiere they 
began, are the most c o mpre h en- 
sive trade negotiations ever. 

But even before they sat down 
to deal, some offictais said there 
is DOC enough dme to complete 
dwxr ambitious goals. 

A British ofiGcia^ demanefing 
anoiqmiity, said; **It is now im- 
practical that Che round could be 
completed in its e n t ire^ next 


issues that negotiators have been 
unable to even calk about,” be 
said. 

The Uruguay Rood is desgned 
to draw up a new agreement that 
would overhanl the world trading 
systra by, among other thmp, 
wiidog new rales and reducing 
taxifk — a sort of tax levied oo 
goods imported by a ooimtcy — 
and odier barrfors to trade in 15 


The nnmsters, be said, may 
make key poficical dedsions and 
leave it cq> to aides to fill in the 
details of an a g r eem ent during 
die remainder of December and 
in January. 

Or, he said the issues could 
prove so difScuh to resolve th** 
the talks would be broken off and 
resumed at a later date. But he 
said sodi an option ooold be 
dangerous and “not all that easy 
to recover.” 

“If the round ends (this) week, 
it’s going'to end in fabure,” said 
Jeffery Schott, reseaidi fellow at 
the Xnsticute of International Eco- 
nomics in Washington, 

“At best, it can provide some 
political breakthnmghs on the 


Those include agriculture, 
manufectitred goods, textiles imd 
such services as banking, trans- 
portation and teleoonimunica' 

tioDS. World merchandise trade 
readied S3.1 triDzon in 1989. 

Ibe main stumbiing block to an 
agreement is a sharp diqiate be- 
tween Che United &ases and the 
'European Communi^ (EC) over 
maldiig deep cuts in government 
payments to fexmeis. 

The U.S. g over nm ent, backed 
by Australia, Ar^ntxna and 
(ttheis, wants the EC to strip 
away much of its expensive net- 
work of Caim support program- 
mes, making cuts ranging from 7S 
per cent to 90 per cent. 

The 12-nation trading bloc, 
also known as the common mar- 
ket, has so far refhsed, offering a 
30 per cent trim in areas. 

France and Germany have 
been tiie most resistant -to further 
cuts, although fbe German gov- 
enunent. anxious about the farm 
vote in Sunday’s nationwide elec^ 
tioos, may ease its stand once the 
balloting is out of tiie way. 

The United States and poorer 
nations heavily dependent on 
farm exports contend that a new 


trade agreement would be worth- 
less withoot a weighty package on 
agriculture. 

As a result, officials said the 
farm fight will have to be resolved 
early in the week if other issues 
are to be tackled. 

The di^Mite over agriculture 
“is likely TO be brought to a bead 
quite quiddy in the first half of 
the week,” said the British offi- 
cial. 

The middle of the week has 
been dubbed in this Fench- 
q)eakmg capital as “arise Mercre- 
di” or “crias Wednesday.” meax>- 
ing a oisis in the talks ootid erupt 
Wednesday. 

The United States and the 
European Community are also at 
odds over new rules — there are 
none now — covering the S680- 
billioa «nnnal trade in a banking, 
tourism, construction, telecom- 
munications and other services. 

The EC wants the United 
States to go gong with a non- 
dkcriniinacory clause so that 
trade concessions granted to one 
nation must be given to all pan- 
ners in the accord. This is called 
“most favoured nation” treat- 
ment. 

But in a last-minute demand, 
the United States has insisted that 
aviation, shipping and teleoom- 
mnnications be exchanged in 
negotiations over rules governing 
mteUectual property rights, or 
protection of ideas, such as 
copyists, trademarks and pa- 
tents. 

The United States contends 
copyright piracy and counterfeit- 
ing, mudi of it in developing 
nations, have cost American 


businesses about S60 billion in 
lost sales annually. 

The negotiators also will be 
pushing to get agreements for an 
overall reduction in tariffs of ab- 
out onc-thiid, rules to limit res- 
trictions on foreign investment 
and a phase-out of quotas on 
textile imports from developing 
countries. 

Western nations will work for 
tougher measures aimed at keep- 
ing Japan and other nations from 
“damping” products — selling 
goods at loo-low prices — on 
tiieir markets. 

J^an, for its part, will be 
trying to ynamram its ban on rice 
imports to protect that oonntry's 
small farmers. 

Developing countries want bar- 
riers eased on sales to rich nations 
of their agriculnua] products, 
such as coffee, spices, mns and 
fruits. 

The negotiators are under 
pressure CO wrap up a deal quick- 
ly. U.S. President George Bush's 
government has to get an accord 
to the U.S. congress by March 1 
as part of “fast-track” legislation, 
wfajefa prevents legislatois from 
picking apan the arrangement. 

The Uruguay Round was pre- 
ceded by seven previous negotiat- 
ing rounds, whid) have r^uced 
tariffs sharply since the end of 
World War n. 

The negotiations are sponsored 
by the General Agreeme nt o n 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT), 
iriiicfa was created in 2S47 to 
promote the expansion of inter- 
national commerce by reducing 
barriers to trade. 


Britisli, French tunnellers 
meet under English Channel 


FOLKESTONE, Eaghmd (R) — 
Ei^neen (fi^fog a railway tun- 
nel under the channel broke 
through the last divitfing rock 
Satnz^y and joined Britain to 
mainland Europe for the first 
time anoe the ice age. 

Workers from the Frendi and 
British sides Imodced down the 
last w^ of chalk to merge then- 
two tnmM^Jqro one, comiectzng. 
Britaia vralr*{»mhieDtal Europe; 
and aDowing the fi rst land 
sing betsrera two hr 
years. 

Champagne flowed and triuzn- 
{rfiant dtem went up hi the 
crowded tmmel as the breach was 
made, 30 metres below the sea- 
bed and 22 kilomettes from Bri- 
tain and 15 kflometres trom 




The two national work teams 
poured through the narrow 
opeaied in the rock to greet one 
another witii hugs a^ hand- 
^lakes and to riiare a champagne 
toasL 


The tunnel breakthroi^ was 
bailed on botii sides as a miles- 
tone on the road to European 
muly. 

“C'est superbe,” said one 
Ftencfa tumieller, savonring the 
sense of history being made after 
three year's di g^ng. 

“Gxeat,” was the* venfia from 
tiie Brit^ side, deliVfeed'by'tfie 
tunnel project’s »*y**»^t direc- 
tor, CfoSn Khkland. 

. ‘ F ten ch Tretidcht 
terrand said it was a “strikhigagn 
of the vitality of die two countries 
and the efficiency of-tbeir coop- 
eration.” 

Britirii Prime hfinister John 
Major said in a statement: “This 
is one of the great ei^hieerhig 
feats of an time, and a symbol (ri 
die opportunities that will erist 
duongbout the new Europe.” 

The middle passage was 
deared by two workers diosen by 
ballot, one from each tunnenhig 
team. They shook bands and 
exchanged flags to shouted greet- 
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tings in broken French and &i- 
glish and cries of “vive la 
France." 

The tunnel win be a service 
passage between the two railway 
timnds, which, when completed,, 
will carry passengers and freight 
the 50-kIiometres journey nnder 
the channel. 

Groups of workers mid officials . 
set off by railctttiiCpiVidie tunnel i 
>£hsranceis . fo:.be^me the first 
people to make tbe-jand crosapE- 
between Britain and France since 
the ice age, when the diannel, a 
40-kflometre divide, was created. 

The French and British trans- 
port ministers, Nfichel Delebarre 
and Malcolm Rffidnd, also met 

underground. 

• *• 

Saturday’s breakthrough draws 
a reluctant Britain closer to 
Europe as part of the moves 
towaM 8 single market in 1992. 

“One feels one is a Eoropean.” 
said Sir John Grugeon, diaiiman 
of the county connefl in Kent, 
where tile British tunnel entrance 
lies. 

An exdted French television 
c omm entator compared the event 
to man’s first steps on the moon, 
s^ping the name of tunneller Phi- 
li{^ Cozette would enter the 
histoiy books alougside that of 
American astronaut Neil Arm- 
strong. 

But French television said 
there was notably less enthusiasm 
in Britain. 


Matsushita 
to buy MCA 
for $5.8 b 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Mat- 
suriiita Electric Industrial Com- 
pany expects to spend about SS.8 
billion, most of it through shon- 
teim borrowing, to acquire U.S. 
entertainment giant MCA In- 
corporated. 

In a' fiiihg with tbe Seciiiiffes 
and Exdiange Comtssioa (SEC), 
Matsushita said it expect to 
raise SI billion of the estimated 
puidiase price throu^ internally 
generated funds and ^ remaining 
S4.8 billion through the sale of 
commerdal paper, or short-term 
corporate ious. 

In previous reports, the deal 
was valued at just over S6 billion. 

The deal, the largest Japanese 
purchase of a U.S. company, was 
amiouiioed Monday but some of 
tile details had not been previous- 
ly disdosed. 

Tbe SEC documents also said 
that Allen and Company, a New 
York investment banl^g firm 
acting as Matsushita's finanda! 
adviser, stands to collect S8 mil- 
lion in fees once the Japanese 
company acquires more than 50 
per cent of MCA's shares. Even if 
the deal doesn't go through, 
Allen and Co. cool make S2 
minion if someone else steps in 
and buys more than 50 per cent of 
MCA at a higher price. 
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Riyadh.writes off Egypt’s debts 


RIYADH (AP) — King Fahd 
has endors^ writing off S4.S 
billion in loans to Egypt, 
^^larendy as a reward for 
Egypt’s sui^xm in tbe Gulf 
crisis. 

The debt waiver had been 
reported previously, but the 
king's decision Friday made it 
official. 

A royal court edict late Fri- 
day said a Saudi delegation to a 
planned joint Egypoan-Saudi 
Arabian commiccee would “ex- 
ecute” chat order. 

Egypt is the leading Arab 
country siding with Saui^ .Ara- 
bia and Kuwait against Iraq in 
the Gulf, concribnting tbe 
largest non-Western contin- 
gent to the mnlciDational troop 
buildup in the standoff witii 
President Saddam Hussein 
over Iraq’s Ang. 2 invasion of 


Kuwait. 

Egypt's role has proved to 
be a windfall for President 
Hosm Mubarak's gove rnm ent 
as the United States and the 
Arab allies arc now writing off 
S14 billion in debt. 

That is almost one-third of 
its SSO billion debt that for 
years has crippled the Egyptian 
economy. 

ForgiveDess of a S6.7 bUlion 
Egyptian debt to the United 
States was part of a foreign aid 
programme Congress 
approved and sent to U.S. 
Fiesident Geoige Bosh before 
adjourning it session late Octo- 
ber. 

Ocher bOlions of doUais for 
which Egypt has been forgiven 
are from other oil-rich Gulf 
Arab states, such as the United 
Arab Emirates and Qatar. 

Saudi Arabia and these 


countries already made their 
intentions dear about calling 
off the Egyptian debts on a 
tonr that Mubarak made 
through the Gulf after Aug. 2. 

The joint Egyptian-^udi 
Arabian committee meeting in 
Cairo had been scheduled to 
start Saturday. 

But it was postponed until 
Wednesday foUowing Bush's 
surprise offer Friday to send 
Secretary of State James Baker 
to Baghdad for talks with Iraqi 
leaders on the Gulf crisis. 

Egyptian officials said the 
postponement was at Saudi 
Arabia’s request. Saudi 
sources said C^iro asked for 
tfae postponement. 

Tbe committee, which over- 
sees political, eooDomic and 
other co op e ra tion between the 
two countries, was set up after 
the early 19^ restoration of 


ties between Saudi .Arabia and 
Egypt. 

The Cairo meeting will be its 
third since then, and the 
sources said it will review the 
latest developments of the 
Gulf crisis on foe political side. 

Officials said it would cover 
an exchange of ratification 
documents for a major accord 
laying tbe framework for eoo- 
Domic cooperation. 

The two sides will discuss a 
“joint free market,” the 
sources said. 

They expluned that this 
would practically mean free 
exchange of goods between the 
two countries if approved. 

Maritime transpon would be 
discussed as well as a planned 
causeway linking foe two coun- 
tries at foe southern tip of the 
Arabian Peninsula, they, 
added. 


U.S., Saudi Arabia 
to hold talks on oil 


RIYADH (AP) — U.S. Energy 
Secretaiv Janies Watkins was ex- 

m 

pected CO arrive Saturday for 
talks on foe oil market simation 
and the kingdom's drive to boost 
oil output following Iraq's inva- 
sion of Kuwait. 

Watkins was to ^jcnd a day in 
Riyadh for talks with Oil Minister 
Hisham Nazer before travelling 
to foe eastern provmce. site of 
most of foe kingdom's oil wells 
and scene of a huge multinational 
military buildup against Iraq. 

Saudi Arabia, sitting on more 
than 25 per cent of foe world’s oO 
reserves, is a key element in 
helping oil market stability. 

Helping to make up for foe 
entoff in exports from Iraq and 
Kuwait, Saudi Arabia is now 
producing more than 8.2 million 
barrel a day, a 57 per cent in- 
crease over its pre-crisis level. 

Mazer has said he expects pro- 
duction to readi 8.5 millioa bar- 
reb a day by foe end of the year. 

De^te foe threat of war over 
Iraq’s Aug. 2 occupation of 
Kuwait. Saudi Arabia b proceed- 
ing with an ambitious $15 billion 
project to expand capacity to 10 


milli on baiTcb a day. 

An expansion plan drawn op 
before the crisis called for 
reaching that level over the next 
eight to 10 years. But now tbe 
kfogdom b considering accelerat- 
ing foe timetable, with dates of 
19^ or even end-1992 being 
mentioned. 

No offida) decision has been 
announced. 

“Everybody has been very im- 
pressed with how fast Aramco 
has been able to bring their pro- 
duction up.” said an oil industry 
executive, speaking on condition 
of anonymity. 

While Saudi Aramco b now 
wholly Saudi owned, tbe origmal 
American owner ^ant companies 
are sol! major partners in foe 
operation. 

Tbe sonree said that Nazer b 
likely to ask Watkins to “use hb 
resources to do anything he can 
to help with the accelerated ex- 
panrion.” 

That may incinde speeding up 
the acquisition of industrial 
equipment and foe hiring of new 
Saufo Aramco employees. 
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privatisation of land 


MOSCOW (R) — The biggest 
Soviet republic, foe Russian Fed- 
eration. on Friday approved in 
principle a intrododng pri- 
vate ownership of land, bm tbe 
controversial i^im could still be 
emasculated by conservative 
amendments. 

A special Coi^ress of People's 
Deputies, the hi^test body of 
rei^Gcan aixtbority, voted over- 
whelmingly for foe measure as 
part of a package of agrarian re- 
forms vriiid many ecocomists re- 
gard as the key to improving food 
supplies. 

But the le^slatiOD was likely to 
face stiff conservative oppoation 
before final a pproval and amend- 
ments could strip it of tbe cntdal 
references to privatisation and 
buying and seUing of land. 

“The congress affirms the 
equality of multiple forms of 
property: State, koikboz- 
cooperative, private, collective 
shareholding.” foe resolution 
said. 

It also called for a reinforce- 


ment of “foe mechanbm of legal 
regnlation of buying and seUing 
of land in order to rule out land 
speculation and its irrational 


use 


•9 


Virtually all agricultural land in 
tbe Russian Federation b control- 
led by more than 24,000 state-run 
(sovkhoz) and coUec^e (kol- 
khoz) farms. 

So^t President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev told a meeting of leading 
inteliectuab fob week be was 
opposed to privatisation of land. 

“I am resdumly against private 
property on lazxi.” he said. 

The Soviet lea^r also told a 
Moscow Communist Party plen- 
ary sessioa that be fevou^ pri- 
vatisation, but for small enter- 
prises mostly in the services sec- 
tor. “I foi^ it will be smafl 
enterprises... where we have a lot 
of problems.” 

Hb comments will disappoint 
radical reformers and potential 
investors in tbe foe Soviet Union, 
who want foe government to act 
decisively in breaking the state's 
stranglehold on foe economy. 
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Apple Macintosh-Mode! SE; RAM: 1 megabyte; Hard 
Disk: 40 megabytes, 9" built-in monochrome monitor, 
Arabic/English Apple keyboard + Mouse. Condition: 
Brand new (unused), price: JD 1.600. 

IBM compatible-model Cordata 4200 AT, Ram 640 
kbytes, hard disk 20 megabytes. VGA card, high- 
re^ution VGA monitor. Genius Mouse, modem card, 
fax card -(--Epson LQ 400 printer. Price JD 2,200. 

If Intei^ed call 821376 (5 - 8 p.m.) 


WANTED 

PROFESSIONAL TRANSLATOR 

Arabic to English: Must have excellent knowledge of 
Arabic, ability to translate into fluent idiomatic En- 
glish. university education, good working knowledge 
of current world affairs, ability to work under pressure 
with precision and speed, and to work day and 
evening shifts on a regular basis, including 
weekends. Premium placed on accuracy, judge- 
ment, dedication, diligence, reliability. 

(3ood package of compensation offered. 

.Send typed or printed C.V. and a recent 
picture to: 

Personnel Office 

P.O.B 0 X 354 Amman 

NB: Recent applicants need not re-apply. 


Italy takes new look 




ROME (R) — Italy, foe only 
Enropean Community (EC) 
oouotiy to dismantie an operating 
nuclear programme, been 
forced to think again as foe Gulf 
crisb sends oil prices soaring. 

Nuclear energy b cheap, reli- 
abie and increasingiy safe, say a 
growing number of Italian indus- 
trialists and poiitidans. 

But their plans to avoid over- 
dependence on oil are still bitter- 
ly opposed by foe country's 
strong Green lobby. 

Tbe world’s sixth-biggest eco- 
nomy b almost totally dependent 
on imported oQ, 36.6 per cent of 
it from tbe Gulf. 

Every dollar per barrel in- 
crease in tbe price of oil adds 
around 900 billion lire ($800 nul- 
Hon) to Italy’s annnal fuel bill. 

The price of a barrel of IS-day 
brent, foe North Sea marker 
crude (second month), rose from 
some $21 on August 1, foe day 
before Iraq invaded Kuwait, to 
hfghs of $40 in October, although 
it has fallen recently to $30 or so. 

“There b no immediate solu- 
tion to an almost total depend- 
ence on imports and oil to meet 
our demand,” . tbe employers’ 
organisation Cofinduriria has 
said. “Nudear energy bfoe^nly 
valid ^fernative.”" ” * 

‘'■in 1987. a-aationai-refewodom 
voted to ban nudear energy for 
five years after foe Soviet nudear 
power plant explosion in Cher- 
nobyl. 

Ministers and industrialists are 
already pressing foe government 
to look ahead, bearing in mind 
the long lead time between re- 
search and production. 

In November Prime Minister 
Giulio Andreotti urged a recon- 
sideration of the nudear ban. He 
said h was time to take a more 
pragmatic approach to nudear 
power in foe light of energy de- 
mand and new technologies 
which can guarantee safety. 

He said parliamentary debates 
before tbe moratorium bad de- 
monstrated a lack of “sdentific 
sense.. .and short deci- 

sions.” 


An enregy saving plan drawn 
np by Industry Minister Adolfo 
Battaglia provides for a 430 bil- 
lion ^ ($387 million) researefa 
badger on new “safe” nudear 
technology. 

“We are looking at tedmclogy 
wfaidi would close down foe plant 
automatically if anything went 
wrong,” Battaglia s^. 

He was referring to reacion 
with passive safety feanrres which 
need no human intervention if an 
aoddeni occurs. 

Itdy was foe odd one out in foe 
EC in renouncing nuclear energy 
after Chernobyl, he said. 

"Look at France which pro- 
duces 75 per cent of its energy 
needs from nudear power, Spain 
40, Germany 35 and we none. 
V/by should we be foe last of tbe 
class?” 

He said it was ironic t(mt Italy 
bou^t electridty produced from 
nuclear power from France at a 
k>w cosL "The French arc still 
thanking ns for foe referendum.” 
be added. 

Battaglia said Italy was import- 
ing annually around 90 million 
tonnes of oil vriiich cost foe coun- 
try $20 billion. 

^'Thb month foe commerdai 
teiinision ^iion, Retiequattzo, 
mnducted a poll which showed 
29 per cent of 1,400 viewers in 
favour of conventional nudear 
power, 46 per cent in favour 
providing it was "siqrer safe" and 
26 totally against. 

Massimo Scalia. presideDt of 
the Green party said “fob type of 
safe nudear reactor does not exist 
anyufoere in tbe world, to q>eak 
of a safe nudear reactor b to 
qpeak of nofoing. 

“Those who are agreeaUe to 
reopening tbe nulear issue would 
not be happy to have a nudear 
power station in their town." 

A total of over 5000 megawatts 
was lost from foe ditdung of foe 
nudear programme in 1987, cost- 
ing foe electridty board Ente 
Nazionale per I'Energia Elettri- 
ca (ENEL) some nine trillion lire 
($8.5 billion) 


Between 4th & 5th circles. Three bedrooms, central 
heating and a telephone. 

For more details please call owner 674288. 
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Baltic lawmakers call for 
Soviet troop withdrawal 


VILNIUS. USSR (Agencies) — 
The parliaments of the three Bal- 
tic repoblics opened their first- 
ever joint session Saturday with 
demands that Soviet trxiops end 
their “occupation'* and that 
Western countries recognise ibeir 
independence. 

“The occupation of the Baltic 
states... is a question of Euro- 
pean security.” Estonian Presi- 
dent Arnold Ruuiel said in a 
kc>'note address. 

The focus of the day-long 
meeting was debate on five prop- 
osed deciarations. including one 
for die removal of Soviet troops, 
and an appeal that the three 
republics become full members of 
the Conference on Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (CSCE). 

“An appeal to the parliaments 
of the world" warned that the 
“continuing threat by the Soviet 
Union to use force against the 
territorial integrity and political 
independence of Estonia, Latvia 
and Lithuania directly contradicts 
the Soviet Union's renewed 
pledges outlined in the Paris char- 
ter and joint declaration” signed 
at the CSCE summit two weeks 
ago. 

Estonia initially balked at 
attending the joint parliamentary 
session, called by Lithuanian 
President Vytauius Landsbergjs, 
but the strong keynote speech by 
the Estonian president indicated 
fundamental agreement on major 
issues. 


Latvian President Anatolijs 
Gorbuovs also spoke, urging 
Moscow to conduct serious inde- 
pendence negotiatiDDS with the 
Baltic republics. 

About 200 Latvian and 100 
Estonian legislators attended the 
meeting with the 220 members of 
the U^uanian parliament. 

All three Baltic governments 
say they will not sign a union 
treaty proposed by Soviet Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev to pre- 
serve the unity of the 15 Semet 
republics and the central author- 
ity of the Kremlin. 

As the session got underway, 
demonstrators gathered outside, 
and they had divided opinions 
about the proceedings inside par- 
liament. 

About 200 protesters carried 
signs in Russian saying “yes to 
the union treaty” and “no to a 
division of the USSR." about 600 
demonstrators, many waving yel- 
low. green and red Lithuanian 
flags, sang patriotic songs in their 
native Lithuanian. 

The two groups stood peaceful- 
ly about 10 metres apart. Police 
watched but did not intervene. 

The most controversial propos- 
al at the joint session, according 
lo Estonian delegates, said that 
“the USSR army deployed in our 
countries is an occupational army 
and for this reason, peaceful, civil 
actions demanding its withdrawal 
are legitimate." 

“In demanding the withdrawal 


of the Soviet army we should not 
take actions that could create 
hardships for military Emilies or 
violate their human ri^ts,” the 
proposed declaration said. 

Meanwhile, a large hardline 
bloc in the Soviet parliament 
Saturday demanded decisive 
steps from Preadent Mikhail 
Gorbachev to halt the country's 
disintegratioo and said a coo- 
servative must get a new post of 
vice president. 

Delegates to the fountfing con- 
gress (rf the Soyuz, or union, 
faction also demanded the res- 
ignation of Interior Minister 
Vadim Bakaiin, saying be was 
soft on separatist violence and 
economic crime. 

And leaders warned Gor- 
bachev the group, wfaidi claims 
468 members among the 2,050 
deputies to the full Soviet parlia- 
ment, would reserve the right to 
demand a vote of no conBdence 
in bis leadership. 

“We believe the vice president 
must take on responsibility for 
domestic policy and be chosra on 
a competitive basis,” Ynri Blokhin 
told about 300 delegates and 
guests. 

Later, Blokhin said the group 
would look for its candidate &om 
among "the most decisive mem- 
bers of the senior leadenhip in 
the TcpubUcs.” 

The Soyuz meeting, called to 
prepare for the Dec. 17 opening 


of the full Soviet pariiameot, the 
Congress of Pbt^le's Deputies, 
raises the chances of a two- 
pronged attack on Gorbachev — 
from both a resurgent right and 
the restive left. 

Joining the Soyuz leadership 
OD Stage for the session was Rafik 

Nisbanov, chairman of one of tiie 
two bouses of parliament. 

In another sign of Soynz’s 
strength, the head of the giant 
Moscow Communist Party, Yuri 
Prokofiev, listened attentively 
from the balL Prokofiev said he 
was there as an oberver but might 
join the foction. 

Generally a Gorbachev sup- 
porter. Prokofiev told reporters 
the troubled times the 

country demanded a strong, inde- 
pendent vice president. 

“It should not be someone just 
to carry (Gorbachev's) brief- 
case.” he said. 

The faction — formed last 
February in the Soviet parfiament 
but smoe expanded to utdude ^ 
levels of elected councils, or 
Soviets — was expected to 
approve a lesolution demanding 
the preservation of the Soviet 
Union's present size and terri- 
tory. 

“We must recognise the fact 
that the people demand an active 
central government. The presi- 
dent must defend the centre,” 
said Soyuz founder Viktor 
Alksnis. 


3 more killed in South 
African township violence 


CAPE TOWN (Agencies) — 
South African police said Satur- 
dav thev found three black men 

m ^ 

shot and hacked to death in a 
township west of Johannesburg. 

More than 900 people have 
died since August in township 
fighting between supporters of 
the African National Congress 
(ANC) and the politically more 
moderate Inkatba Freedom Par- 
tv_ 

Police gave no details of the 
latest killings, which appeared to 
have happened shortly after ANC 
Deputy President Nelson.Mande- 
!a warned supporters Friday that 
strong action would be.. taken 
against members who encouraged 
violence. 

Mandela also backed a joint 
call for peace Thursday, after 
talks with leaders of the rival Pan 
Africanist Congress and Azanian 
People's Organisation. 

Inkaiha chief Mangosutbu 
Buthelezi refused to attend 
Thursday's meeting, which was 
organised by black Anglican 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu, a 
Nobel Peace Prize winner. 

Tbemba Kfaoza. leader of In- 
katha's youth wing, said in a 
statement Friday his foUoweis 
would “fight to the last man to 
protect what we believe in.” 

He said Inkatba would counter 
an ANC campaign to foroe ethnic 
black town councils to resign. 

The ANC opposes the councils 
because they are part of the white 
government's apartheid structure 
and because most were elected by 
fewer than a quarter of eligible 
township voters. 

Khoza said the ANC would 
organise marches and boycofts to 
break the oounciis. but be said 
councillors should stand firm. 

“Wc in the community do not 
wan; to kill you. Be brave, stand 
up. face the challenge I am talk- 
irg about.” he said. 

In 3 speech after be received an 
honorary law degree Friday 



Nelson Mandela 

ni^t. the ANC deputy president 
said principles of democratic 
practices extended to the group's 
members. 

“There can be ix> denying that 
there has'e been instances of 
ANC supporters disj^ying in- 
tolerant behaviour and at times 
even employing strong-arm 
methods to bully political rivals 
into sflence,” Mandela said. 

He called such actions “com- 
pletely coni,-ary” to ANC policy. 

Also Friday, a meeting of gov- 
ernment. political and black 
homeland leaders nrged an end to 
political intimidation and called 
for an nrgent gatherin g of all 
parties to discuss negotiations on . 
a new constitution. 

President F.W. de Klerk's gov- 
ernment has held talk with the 
ANC on ending apartheid and 
setting up formal negotiations on 
giving political power to the black 
majority. Under apartheid, the 5 
million whites control the govera- 
mem and e c onomy viiile the 30 
million bracks have no national 
voting rigbs. 

The government meeting. led 
by De Klerk, included Man- 
gosutiiu Buthelezi. leader of the 
Kwazulu homeland and the In- 
katba Freedom Party. 


Mozambique, rebels overcome 
main obstacle for ceasefire 


ROME (R) — The Mozambican 
government and rebels 

said Saturday they bad overcome 
one of the main obstacles to a 
ceasefire in the civil war which 
has cost a million lives during the 
last 14 years. 

Delegations from the govern- 
ment and Rename rebels signed 
an agreement to regroup all 2 m- 
babwean troops in Mozambique 
in two strategic corridors to guard 
the road, railway and pipeline 
links between landlock^ Zim- 
babwe and the Indian Ocean. 

“I hope that this will in a short 
time be followed by a ceasefire 
agreement to end the war.” 
Mozambican Transport Mmister 
Armando Guebuza said after 
warmly shaking the band of Re- 
namo’s 'Toreign minister.” Ran! 
Domingnes. 


The Italian-sponsored a^ee- 
ment. signed in a small religious 
community in Rome, calls fOT the 
estimated' 10.(X)0 Zimbabwean 
troops in Mozamtnqae to start 
ooacentrati&K by Dec. IS in two 
six-kflometze security zones. 

One corridor will run from the 
Zimbabwean border to the 
Mozambican capital Maputo in 
the sooth. The odKT wiU go to tile 
port of Beira, the country's 
second dly. further up the coast. 

The other main obstacle to a 
ceasefire in Mozambique has 
been Renamo’s demands for a 
say in how. the. country's 
elections are to be organised. 

“This is a very important mo- 
ment in our tustory and very 
important for peace in Mozambi- 
que,” Domingues said after the 
ceremony. 


Bush 

vetoes 

intelligence 

bill 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Ptesi- 
dent George Bush has vetoed a 
1991 intelligenoe bfll, saying it 
could have a drilling effect on 
Ameiiciui (fipknoaicy because it 
would restrict other countries car- 
rying oat covert actions for the 
United States. 

The legislation authorises all 
U.S. intelGgenoe activities in the 
year that began OcL 1 and ooo- 
tained provisions aimed at gra- 
dually winding down American 
s u p p ort for covert conflicts in 
Af ghanistan , Angola and Cam- 
bodia. 

Bush said he was withholding 
his signaxnre from the measure 
primarily because it induded 
under a new defimtum of “covert 
action” any U.S. request of a 
foreign government or private 
citizen to mount a covert action 
on America's behalf. 

In a statement issued late Fri- 
day, Bush said the bill would 
have forbidden U.S. offidals 
from the “expression of certain 
views” without prior notice to 


Sudi a legal restriction could 
“seriously impair the effective 
conduct of our nation's foreign 
relations,” Bush said. It could 
“have a drilling effea on the 
ability of our cfiiriomats to oon- 
dnet hi^y sensitive discussions 
ooncxnung projects that are vital 
to our national security.” 

House of Representatives In- 
tefligence Committee Chainnan 
Anthony C. Beflenson, who got 
no advice notice of the veto, 
said in a statement that be was 
**deeply disappointed” by the 
move and not^ that he bad been 
told the measure was going to be 
si^ed. 

“This episode certainly win not 
contribute to the maintenance of 
what has been, up to this point, 
an excellent working relationship 
between the intelligence commit- 
tees and the administration,” 
Betleoson said. 

And be said the provision Bush 
objected to was simply an 
attempt by Congress to ensure 
that the same standards apply to 
covert., ope^mjoqs .^ether ,ti^ 
are carii^ out directly or .in- 
directly. 

The hill, a{^noved on Oct. 25, 
would authorise spending of 
roughly S30 billion for intelli- 
gence activities around the ^be. 


F ood rationing begins in Leningrad 


MOSCOW (AP) — Food ration- 
ing began in Leningrad Saturday 
for the first time since the 900-day 
Nazi siege of World War n. and 
workers nationwide were ordered 
to monitor the production of food 
and consumer goods to cut hoard- 
ing, spoilage and theft. 

Russia, the largest of the 15 
Soviet republics, said it would 
create an emergency food oxn- 
misskm to study tte country's 
food crisis and investigate re- 
ported sabotage of food distribu- 
tion. 

Leningrad residents lined up 
before their apartment building 
managers to receive food 
coupons allowing them to bt-w 1 
kilogramme ( 2.2 pounds) of sala- 
mi or cold cuts this montfa. 1.5 
kilogramme (3.3 pounds) of 
meat. 500 grammes.^ burier and 
10 eggs. The amounts are the 
same for children as for adults. 

The co u pons will also entitle 
them to buy 250 grammes (0.55 
pounds) of vegetable cil. 500 


grammes ( 1.1 pounds) of flour 
and 1 kilogramme ( 2.2 pounds) of 
oereab or pasta. 

“What can I say about it?” said 
dty council member Vladimir 
Mironov. “We have no other 
dxrice today.” 

Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev issued a presidential de- 
cree Friday ni^ giving workers 
ax boCTesses ai^ ^ools 10 days 
to elect “workers control commit- 
tees" to check warehouse, trade 
organisation and stores to ensure 
there is no black marfceteering, 
theft or other nrisnse of food and 


The committees would have 
the right to supervise deliveries to 
consumers, temporarily close 
fodlities involved in wrongdoing 
and recommend criminal pro- 
ceedings. 

The KGB. wtridi b forn^g 
special units to control distribu- 
tion and prevent theft of fanma- 
nitaxian aid f rom the West, said 
Saturday it would focus on major 


violations while the workers 
monitor day-to-day production 
and distribution at all levek. 

KGB press spokesman Borb 
Kirsanov said in a telephone in- 
terview the KGB has been in- 
structed to work dosely with the 
workers' conunittees. 

Gorbachev’s decree does i»t 
specifically refer to Western aid 
vriiich stai^ arriving last week. 

Soviet ofSdab says the country 
has produced no less food tius 
year than last year, despite the 
barren shelevs foat have panicked 
shof^rs into boardmg and ex- 
ace^ted shortages. 

They concede the problem b 
largely one of distribution. The 
country doesn't have enough nil 
cars or refrigerated Oitcks to 
transport food from the fields to 
the markets, nor are there soffir 
dent storage fodlities. 

Much fb^ also winds up in the 
thriving black market, wi^ has 
csDsed some ocooeTn on the part 
of Western food donns. 


The great Soviet food mystery: Why are the stores empty? 


By Andrew KateU 
The Assodated Press 

MOSCOW — The Soviet Union 
started with a good harvest and 
wi;h a dose of market ec o nomics 
to help solve the country's econo- 
mic problems 

Btzt 25 the Russian winter takes 
hold, mifljon residents of the 
Soviet capital are scurrying from 
store to store and lining up for 
hours to buy the little food avail- 
able. 

People are angry, worried and 
puzzled by shorta^ worse than 
most people can remember. Even 
though flic harvest was good, 
there has been no improrement 
in the inefficient distribution sys- 
tem. And the situation has ^ 
teriorated because some farmers 
are holding back food, there b 
widespread hoarding and focxl b 
diverted to the black market. 

“There has never been such 
hopelessness," said cashier 
Lyubov Kulikovskaya after de- 
sperate customers shouted and 
shoved in a fine for dumplings, 
the only item for sale other than 
bread and cheap tea in grocery 
store txi.4 in southeast Moscow. 
Signs that advertise “milk,” 
fish,” “candy." "fruit” and 
preserves’* hang from the ceiUng 
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above empty dbpoiy 

.Muscovites, arid conspiracy 
lovers, talk of sabotage and 
boycotts. 

"Somewhere, someone is 
working well so food doesn't 
reach the store.” said Kulikovs- 
kaya. 

The sense of foreboding in 
Moscow has aroused sympathy in 
the West, as the United States. 
Austria. Britain, Germany. Italy. 
Spain and Canada have offered of 
help feed tiie Soviets, at least in 
part to preerve the reforms of 
Mikhail Gorbachev. 

Gorbachev has be en touring 
the West to arrange emergency 
Food shipments. He has promised 
to outline urgent food measures 
to the Soviet legistature soon. 

On Friday, he issued a decree 
directing workers at businesses 
and schoob to elect “workers* 
control committees" to dieck 
warehouses, trade organisations, 
stores to ensure there b no black 
marketcering. theft or other oris- 
tise of food and consumer goods. 

Few shoppers or Soviet offi- 
cub believe there will be famin e 
like ones that killed millions in 
the Volga region in 1921, the 
Ukraine in 19^2-33 or L ening rad 
during the Nazi blockade of 
World War B. 

But the fear of lean winter 


months b widespread. 

A recent poll found 62 per oes: 
of the people qnesticned in 12 
regions are afraid hunger b imnri- 
oent. Worried that things will be 
worse tomorrow. sho{^)ers arc 
hoarding anything that will last. 

“So te. people aren't starving. 
TheyTl thi^ something out to 
us," said an SO-year-oid retiree, 
who gave only her first name, 
Olga. She stood outside store 
No.4 after waiting in a line for 
meat. It ran out b e for e her turn. 


relief for the Soviet Union, be- 
cazrse it says it has no evident of 
starvation. 

European countries, e^wdally 
Germany, take a difforent view 
and are shipping donated food. 

The dire^r of one of Mos- 
cow's 33 regional food supply 
oSoes belives some countries are 


Larisa Smirnova, semor 
scrator of Moscow’s biggest so- 
peimarket, the Taganka Gastro- 
som, believes domestic supplies 
are adequate but that Gorbachev 
b li^t to the West for help. 

“It shows he cares about hb 
people, and imports would help 
us get through thb prx^oeged 
perestroika." she said, refenieg 
to Gorbachev’s 6-year-old reform 
programme that many peofrie 
blame for lowering liring stan- 
dards. 

Smirnova says store shdvcs are 
bare because of panic buying. In 
one hour, for example, the 
Taganka store sold out two tons 
of oatmeal. 

While some private U.S. char- 
ities are frfan^g to help, the 


“There b much mih abotA hun- 
ger. Most b exaggeration. 1 don't 
beleive it." said Alexander 
Saveleyev. in charge of food sop- 

pfes is the proletariat region ^ 
the capital. 

Mosoofvites are so far getting 
by, albeit with a moiototious 
diet. 

Wealthy Soviets can shop at 
well stocked private farmer’s 
markets, where prices already are 
raspondii^ u> the law of supply 
and demand. They can also find 
food ia “commerdal" secdons of 
some state stores, where free- 
fioatisg prices are at least twice 
tbs state-set level. 

Such alternatives to the barren 
state stores are not affordable for 
those on low incomes. 

Many Soviets ean receive 
group orders through their work- 
places, which trade their goods 
and serrioes for food. Others get 
food nader the table, from cor- 


workers and trackers who deal on 
the side for the li^t price. 

Losses in the first nine months 
of the year from theft readied 20 
millica rubles ($36 million) in 
Moscow's state-owned Fndt and 
Vegetable Supply Organisation. 
634 jOOO rubles ($921 million) in 
the meat assodaxion and 123,000 
($221.(X10) in the Dsixy Aasocia- 
tiou. the new^japer Rabochaya 
Tribnna reported. 


U.S. pnner n me m p against food nzpc wtrehottse and grocery stme plies. 


from corruption, modi 
food — estimates range op to 60 
cent — b wasted because of 
spoilage, inefficient harvesting 
^uqnneat and poor tran^xnta- 
tion. Some rots in the field and 
some folk off trucks. 

Many Muscovites blame sabot- 
age. bm others say that fannen 
are “blockarfiDg” tiie dty, witt^ 

bolding sni^iGes in antic^^ion of 

bigber prices if Gorbacbev agrees 
fo a frw market. 

Reforms already have freed 
formers to sell more of their 
produce at market prices, malrin^ 
it leas attractive for them to siqjp- 
ly state stores at government-set 
prices they consider too low. 

And many formers are trading 
dnectly whh foctoiies and new 
disfribiitois, some for cash and 
some in a barter for searce sup- 


Bangladesh troops open 
fire at protesters killing 7 


NEW DELHI (AP) — Bang- 
ladeshi troops opeiied fire on 
anti-government demonstrators 
Saturday in the capital, Dhaka. 
killing at least seven people, 
according to reports readiog Ih- 


Bomb blasts and rifle fire 
echoed through several areas of 
Dbaka after a cuxficw was lifted 
during daytime hoozs in an effort 
to re store a semblance of normal- 
ity following President Hussain 
Mufaaxmnad Exshad’s declaration 
of a state of emergen^ Tuesday 

night 

Traffic came to a balx and 
dxqzs dosed Saturday in Dhaka 
dming an all-day strike to de- 
mand the lifting of the state of 
emergency and Eishad's remov- 
al. offices remained <q>en. 

At least seven pe^le were 
killed in a dash with second 
forces in tbe Mirpnr neighbour- 
bood on the westerii rage of 
Dhaka, according fo witnesses 
whose information was relayed 
through unoffidal to 

neighbouring India. Strict new 
censorship b in effect in Ban^ 
ladesb under the state of 
emergency. 

Sh^ Haana, one of the top 
opposition leaders, put the death 
toll at eight, according to a state- 
ment frw her Awami League 
Party. 

Another opposition party, 
Jamaat-E-Islami. said nine peo- 
ple were lolled in tbe Milzpur 
clash. 

PoUce also fought with anti- 
Eishad demonstators in the port 
city of Chittagong when tbe enr- 
£ew was lifted for 10 hours Satur- 
day. acooiding to local residents. 
They said at least ei^t people 
were injured. 

About 600 officers in the mer- 
chant navy vowed to stop work 
until the state of emeigeocy b 
lifted, die unofficial reports from 
Qnttagong said. 

Ersh^. a 60-year-old former 
army general who seized power in 
a bloocfless coup in 1982, imposed 
the stale of emergency aftCT six 
weeks of increasmgly riolent pro- 
test by opposition parties and 
university students demanding hb 


reagoatiop. 

Under tbe emergency, civa 
liberties have been suspended, 
ioi]nd-the-<dock curfews imposed 
wtiri orasorsfai^ ordered fiv the 
news media. Newspapers have 
not appeared since Wednesday, 
because of a journalists’ strike to 
protest the ccnsordiip. 

Tbe n»i»n opposition parties, 
v^ose leaders axe in h iifi ug , cal- 
led a nationwide dawn-'TO-dusk 
Strike Saturday to protest the 
stale of emergenQr and to press 
tbeiT demands for E i s had to step 

down. 

The snbseqaeatfy 

lifted the cuifew from 6 a.m. to 4 
p.m. (0000 GMT to 1000 GMT). 

At midmorqing Saturday, 
when the workday began, the 
stxeeta of the dty of 7 million 
were j amm ed with people walk- 
ing to work, stud the unofficial 
repoxts. Offira workfcxs generally 
have reported to their jobs during 
tbe o pposit i on's frequent calb. 
and Saturday was the monthly 
payday. 

Around the cHy, small groups 
of protesters cbani^ “set fire to 
toe throne of Exsbad,” before 
duddng out of sight when they 
spotted government patrob. 

Riot police lashed out wito 
steel-tipped chibs to disperse ab- 
out 200 televisicm and theatre 
actors who demonstrated outside 
the Naticraal Press Qub in the 
centre of Dhaka, according to toe 
unoffidal repoxts. At least one 
perscm was seriously injured, 
these rqiorb said. 

Police patrolled the capital in 
jeeps, sometimes in exmvoys of 
six or seven vehides, according to 
witnesses in Dhaka. 

Support for the expposition 
parties' eampaig n to fom Eishad 
to resign has readied a level 
never before seen in the eight 
years since he seized power, 
according to toe repo r ts reaching 
India. 

Bat defence analysts and di- 
plomatic sources in New Delhi 
believe Eishad can ride out the 
storm as long as the armed forces 
stay loyal. ^ for there has been 
no sign of a revolt within the 
militaiy, th^ said. 


Anti-Bush rallies planned 
during S. American trip 


BUENOS AIRES, Aigeutina 
(AP) — Leftist political parties 
and unions in South America 
prepared Friday for protest rallies 
they wfll stage next week when 
U.S. President George Bush 
visits the continent. 

Bush leaves Washington Sun- 
day for Brazil. He also b visiting 
Uruguay, Argentina, Chile and 
Venezuela. He b assured warm 
official welcomes by leaders of all 
five governments, but some 
popular dbeontent could spill 
into toe streets. 

The United States sometimes 
becomes the foens of anger over 
economic austerity measures 
sweeping mudi of Latin America 
in recent years. 

Radical unionists in Brazil are 
{rianning a protest. Police in tbe 
capital, Brasilia, said they will 
remove “offensive” protesters. 

Police Maj. Carlos Lopes da 
Cunba, in diazge of the opera- 
tion, said: “A banner that says, 
for example. *Bush get ont' b not 
considered an offense, but one 
that says ‘Bush b a p^'. or 
something similar, will be 
apprehend^.'* 

Senators and deputies of Uru- 
guay’s leftist Broad Front and 
Commnnist Party said they will 
boycott Bush's speech, thruig ii 
tbe Broad Front mayor of Monte- 
video said he will give Bush tbe 
key to toe capital anyway. 

“1 am not toe mayor of toe 
Broad Front.. .but of all Monte- 
video dtizens.” Mayor Tabare 
Vazquez said. 

Argentine protesters planned 
to gather in Plaza de Mayo out- 


side govenimeiit house, where 
Bush will nzeet with President 
Carlos Menem, and at a monu- 
ment to the drad from the 1982 
Falkland Islands war in which the 
United States sided with Britain 
against Argentina. 

**We can’t forget that the Un- 
ited States had a lot to do wito 
Argentina’s militaiy defeat,” said 
Simon Lazaxa, a national deputy 
for the Social Party. 

Axgentina daims Britain stole 
toe Souto Atlantic islands 157 
years ago. 

“Bush b coming to supervise 
tbe implementation of President 
Carlos Menem's poUctes of hun- 
gci and misery.” stated tbe com- 
mittee oiganisiiig the protests. 

Chile's Comiganbtrti^ said it 
van stage rallies to protest alleged 
U.S. intervention in ChTl«m 
tics. 

“Dignity and Chfle’s patriotic 
interest demand our people reject 
Mr. Bush’s vtstt,” said party lead- 
er Jose Sanfuentes. 

In Venezuela, several hundred 
students from Caracas' Central 
Uiuveia^, vtoo demonstrate reg- 
ularly near their downtown cam- 
pus various Venezuelan 

government periides, thb week 
dxose Bntii's visit as their tiieme. 

As the march was breaking up 
late Thursday, about a dozen 
hooded youths stopped an emp^ 
Ims owned by a local baseball 
team, doused it with gasoline and 
burned in, newspaper reports 
said. 

Police used tear gas and fired 
warntz^ shots, and a policeman 
was shot by an unidentified snip- 
er, poGce source said. 


Amnesty: Cambodia improves 
treatment of political prisoners 


BANGKOK ( AP) — Cambodia’s 
C^nrouibt government has taken 
significant steps to protea the 
ri^to of political prbmieis, but 
serious abuses continue, Amzies- 
ty Intenational says in a new 
report. 

_ The London-based human 
rights group said it received in- 
fonnation that about 33 political 
prisoners arrested between 1979 
and 1986 remain imprisoned 
without being charged or put on 
trial. 

It said three other poUtieal 
prbozieis jailed after nnfair poli- 
tical triak m 1980 ^so are re- 
portedly still being held. 

Six government offidab who 
were arrested in May of ihk year 
apparently remain under some 
form of detention, fozt none bac 
been charged wito a crmiuial 
offense or brought to trial 
report said. 


the 


Tbe six were arrested for trying 
to ^bfish the manifesto of a new 
poiiticai party named the liberal 
Social Democratic Party, toe le- 
poit said. 

The report also said antbozities 
may stiU be bolding without 
duiige or trial some of toe 775 
Other political detainees whore 
arrests were mentioned by the 
official Cambodfon news media 
between January and August of 
this year. 

^ The 11-page Amnes^ hztema- 
timal rep^ dated November, is 
tided Cwbodia: Recent Hmzian 
R^hts Developments. It was re- 
ceived in Bangkok Saturday, 

The report said the Phnom 
Pbnh govemzneat started sbow- 
iz^ a greater oommitmeiit to pro- 
tectii^ pifeoners’ rights in 1987. 

Id April of that year, the death 
penalty was abolished by a consti- 
tational ameDdment. 
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Madonna says 
people peeped ^ 
her 

LOS ANGELES (R) — 
Ma donna told a U.$. COmt 
bole ^)peared in a row of 
sbieldmg her home from ha|^ 
veily HiDs ndgh^’C’’^ 
peeped throo^ it. Mate 
statements were mjt 

position read aloud 
lawyer, said that amoof'~ 
who looked through the 
becy was someone vriio 
at her to turn down her 
But her nm^bour, estate 
Donald Robinson, told toe 
Madonna’s foilare to tzhn'^' 
trees and boshes bad oo^ 
more than $1 milEonin lostj^ 
erty value because toe shxiito^ 
had partially bloded his vi^ (jf 
the valley below and of 
ICHs. The 32-year-old sh^ 
a cc ess was to have testifiedq 
sqperior court at a hearing-q 
Robinson’s suit and her coaxitQ. 
suit charging toe bole left hd 
home e^x>^. Ifis suit 
she foiled to honour an agin, 
ment to remove trees blockfogli 
view. But Madonna chose notfe 
^jpear after beizig titid 
giaphecs were waitiiig ootside.tlK 
courthouse. Superior Co^ 
Judge Sally Disco allowed fo 
singer to give written testinno] 
instead. Dim threw out much of 
'Madonna’s comjtianit, ruling he 
lawyers foiled to prove Rotxnson, 
who rented out his home mod o( 
this year, was responable for tit 
szDger alleged was mtentiopa], 
negligent infliction of emotiood 
distiess. 

Actor undergoes 
4-hour operation ~ 

LOS ANGELES (R)— Hlmite 
Burt Lancaster was in serioas 
condition in a Los Angeles.hd|. 
pital after he collapsed sh o ki ig 
“help me” and was rnshei)^ a 
Los Angeles faosintal for 
boar operation. Asked abtere- 
ports the 77-yeai-old ac^I^ 
suffered a stroke, a 
spokeswoman said Lainfo^ 
fomfly had asked that re^ol 
tests not be ifisdoaed. Lanate> 
star of more than 70 films rrin 
won an Qtev for Izzs role oi 4 
womanisiiig evai^e^ in PJmer 
Ga^y in qefiapsed into a 
dudr after virit^ a friend at the 
J<dm Dou^as Frcndi Outre for 
Alzhezmei's disease. 
said he ^ipeared to be . having 
trouble breatixmg and called dot 
“help me, fae^ me.” Lancaster 
was said to be consdous when 
lushed to nearby Los Alanutos 
Medical Centre in a Los Angelei 
suburb for a four-hour operatioiL 
He was latrir taken to an inteosiw 
care unit. *‘Mr. Lancaster is 
undergoing di^nosde tests. The 
results hare not been revealed," 
said hospital spokeswoman Moi 
Ann Kopemik. Lancaster had 1 
six-hour heart bypass operatioo 
in August 1983 and, in Jammy 
15180, an 11-honr operation for 
udiat was described as an abdo- 
minal problem. 

Coffin touts stalk-^ 

Singapore’s 

hospitals 

SINGAPORE (R)— SingapoR’f ! 
siqzer undertaker miewnen st^ 
the oozzidozs deato oiztride 
intensive-care wards of hospitto 
in an unseemly battle for boa- 
ness, toe Straits Times said. 

wartfng OQtsidc nitCth 

szve care ward, at least fliree-of 
tiiem ^zproadied me and pushed 
their business cards into mi 
hands,” said W.S. W<mg, whose 
fatizer had a heart attack. *T 

stmmed when I saw the cards aad 

they were touting ^ 
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he said. In a pofice cradcdo*s 
two years ago, at leaa four peo* 
pie w ere 400 doHais (S^ 
eadi for tontiiig for busmess h 
fao^zitals from relatives of de 
critically ill or recently bereaved. 

Guess what, 

Gorby is a colonel 

MOSCOW (AP) — Soviet Pi«»- 
deatMDcbati Goibadievtss-ri^ 
onel in the army reserves, ^ 
militaiy newspaper Kraso^ 
Zvezda has revved. UnlSc 
most Soviet males, Gozbadm* 
never served oa active duty; Be 
anderwent standard 
tcaiiinig for aU students at 
cow State Uz u v ersi ty in the 
but was ziever drafted. Krasi^ 

Zvezda said Gorbadiev was 

his rank as a cokmd in 19^ 
during the repztw of 
Brezhnev. Brezhnev rose 
draftee to major general beriff^ 
1941 azid 1945 , bnt angered^^’^ 
Soriets by tooting ss. ^ 

war hero once he assumed iBad* 
exstrip of toe oonntiy. la 
three decades after tize 
Brezhnev was elevated tor xa^' 
toal of die Soviet' Uznon. 
years later, he was gfren^ 
jewd-enousted Older 
toiy, the nation’s fa^iest bo^‘ 

But it was revoked last 
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